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SCRATCHCARD ADDICTION 

‘■SPIRAI .1 .F.n 01 IT OF CONTROl’. 

MAESTEG WOMAN 
( 49 ) SPARED JAIL 
AFTER STEALING 
CASH FROM WORK 


A GAMBLING addict who stole £7,000 
from her finance company employer, when 
collecting money for the purchase of 
Christmas presents in the Maesteg area, 
has walked free from Cardiff Crown 
Court, writes AJ SICLUNA. 

Lynn Thomas (49) spent thousands on 
scratch cards. The court heard that when her sick 
husband heard of the thefts, he had an epileptic fit. 

Thomas of St Cynwyd’s Avenue, Maesteg, 
pleaded guilty to a charge of theft and was jailed 


Samantha 


I adies Fashions 
ond Accessories 




70 % 

OFF 

SALE 


4 Wick Road, 
Ewerniy, 
CF35 5BL 

01656 658388 


for 12 months, the sentence suspended for a year. 

She was also made subject to an electronically- 
tagged curfew for 20 weeks from 7pm to Tam. 

Said Judge Eleri Rees: “£7,000 is a great deal of 
money, stolen from a small business to solve 
financial problems, of which you were aware. You 
were in a high position of trust.” 

She said that, to the credit of the company, they 
made sure Christmas was not ruined for many 
families in Maesteg, for which they should be 
commended. 

The company, JTS Financial Services, had suf¬ 
fered immensely because of her behaviour and she 
had even lied blatantly, saying she had lost some 
of the money. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg said she began working 
for the company in 2001 as one of two collectors. 

Maria Thomas and her husband had set up the 
small business. The defendant collected money for 
savings for Christmas presents and for credit 
which had been advanced. 

“She stole money for about five years until she 
was caught,” said Mr Trigg. On many occasions, 
she altered paperwork to cover up the thefts. 

Initially, said Mr Trigg, she intended to repay 
the money, but matters escalated until Christmas 
2012, when her round was in debit for £2,700. 

Things then came to a head, he said, when she 
had only £300. Thomas wrote to her employers 
admitting what she had done. 

She wrote: “I’m sorry, I can’t face you,” and 
admitted she had been wrong because she had 
been “pinching” and could not sleep or eat. 

Her employers went to her home and when her 
sick husband heard what had occurred, he had an 
epileptic fit. 

“It was far from a one-off, it had been going on 
for considerable periods of time,” said Mr Trigg. 

Proprietor Mrs Thomas suffered a great deal of 
upset, cried, and had to organise matters with her 
creditors. 

He pointed out that £3,000 for presents was 
covered by her company, though they had since 
lost many customers. 

“As a result, this has had a huge impact on the 
company and the defendant has not repaid any of 
the stolen money.” 

Her counsel, Joanna James, said she was candid 
throughout with the police and her employer, and 
was deeply ashamed. 

“Her family had no idea what was going on. 
About five years ago, she developed a gambling 
addiction. She accepts the amount she took, but is 
very surprised at the total. The addiction spiralled 
out of control, and she tried to cover it up.” 

She said she was a devoted wife and mother and 
had struggled to come to terms with what she did. 

The court heard that in an effort to recover some 
of the money, a Proceeds of Crime Act hearing 
will take place in the next few weeks. 


PORTHCAWL SHOP CENTENARY 



A well known Porthcawl shop is 100 years old, Pictured (left to right) are : 
Pamela Dyne, Coun Sean Aspey, Coun Lorrie Desmond-Williams, Derek Harris, 
Coun Mike Clarke, Christine Harris, Norma Rees and Margaret Bryce-Maund. 
(READ ALL ABOUT IT ON PAGE 18: Picture by KEITH E MORGAN). 


Hospital chiefs explain 
their new plan of action 


A MEETING of the 
ABMU Health 
Board today 

(Thursday) will he 
told about actions 
that are being taken 
to improve care at 
the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend. 

Dr Push Mangat, 
ABMU’s Interim 

Medical Director, said: 
“Since issues were 
reported a significant 
number of actions have 
been taken.” 

Concerns about the 
hospital include higher 
mortality rates in some 
specialties than might be 
expected; a number of 
adverse Ombudsman 
and inquest reports, and 
the investigation current¬ 
ly underway into allega¬ 
tions of falsification by 
some nurses of patient 
records. 

Other areas of con¬ 
cern include doctor 
shortages in the 
Emergency Department 


and issues around C.dif- 
ficile infections. 

In a statement, an 
ABMU Health Board 
spokesperson said: 
“Urgent actions have 
already been underway 
for several months to 
tackle the problems, and 
even more will be done 
in the months ahead. 

“Clinical leadership 
actions taken over the 
summer have already 
started to make a differ¬ 
ence. Four wards have 
had significantly lower 
number of incidents over 
the past two months, and 
ongoing inspection of 
these areas has revealed 
good standards of patient 
care and documenta¬ 
tion.” 

EXTRA NURSES 

The statement contin¬ 
ued: “Nursing numbers 
are being increased, with 
31 whole time equiva¬ 
lent qualified nurses 
starting in the Princess 
of Wales Hospital this 
month.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 


CRASH BLOCKS 
PORTHCAWL ROAD 

THE road into Porthcawl was blocked last 
Sunday (September 1) after a five-car pile- 
up. 

A statement from South Wales Police said: “At 
2.22pm police, along with colleagues from the 
ambulance service and fire service, attended a five- 
vehicle road traffic collision on the A4106. 

“The road was closed for an hour. A female driv¬ 
er of one of the vehicles sustained minor injuries.” 

The statement added that police would like to 
thank motorists for their patience while they dealt 
with the incident. 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 
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THE Royal Antediluvian 
Order of Buffaloes (Buffs) 
supports philanthropic and 
charitable causes and the 
Groes Lodge 1302 based in 
the RAOB Club, in the cen¬ 
ter of Pencoed, has been 
active in the area for 105 
years. 


It was founded on 
December 9,1909 and has 
helped countless members of 
the order, families and other 
unfortunate people in the 
community, and further 
afield. 

On Thursday, August 15, 
the order presented three 
members with honorary 


membership certificates to 
mark their 40 years’ continu¬ 
ous service. The ceremony 
was conducted by Bro 
Gordon Davies, another long 
serving member with 56 
years’ service. 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by the Mayor of 
Pencoed Coun Doug John. 


Georgina is 
looking good 
for specs title 


Two choirs 
in harmony 
at Miskin 


A WOMAN from 
Bridgend is a step 
closer to being 
crowned Spectacle 
Wearer of the Year 
and winning a two- 
week luxury holiday 
in St Lucia. 

Georgina Bunch, 41, 
was chosen from more 
than 6,000 entries from 
across the UK and Ireland 
to represent the 40-59 
category at the star-studded 
Spectacle Wearer of the Year Awards. 

The awards will be held at London’s world 
famous Royal Opera House on Tuesday September 
10 and hosted by Specsavers style ambassador Gok 
Wan. 

She said: “Fm so excited to be a finalist, I could 
scream! This certainly does teach you in life to never 
regret the things you’ve done, regret what you 
haven’t done. I’d advise everyone out there to go for 
whatever they want - you never know what could 
happen!” 

Ms Bunch and the other age category winners will 
each receive a VIP makeover from celebrity hair¬ 
dresser James Brown and make-up brand Stila. 

Call for First 
Responders 

THE Welsh Ambulance Service is appeal¬ 
ing to people in Bridgend to become 
Community First Responders. 

“The Trust is appealing to do-gooders in Ogmore 
Vale, Porthcawl, Pyle and Kenfig Hill to give some¬ 
thing back to the people in their communities - a 
fighting chance of survival,” a spokesman said. 

First responders are volunteers who give up their 
spare time to attend appropriate 999 calls and give 
first-hand emergency care to people in their own 
community. 

“All volunteers will be trained by the Welsh 
Ambulance Service to administer basic first aid, 
oxygen therapy, cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 
the use of a defibrillator in the community and sur¬ 
rounding area in which they live until an ambulance 
resource arrives to take over.” 

Visit www.ambulance.wales.nhs.uk for more 
information, or email 

ambJjrst.responder.south@wales.nhs.uk for an 
application pack. 



MINNESINGERS 
Male Chorus and 
Vocelle Female 
Chorus from 
Pontyclun, with 
Musical Director 
Meryn Williams, 
staged a joint con¬ 
cert with Tabernacl 
Music Society ( 
Bridgend), con¬ 
ducted by Kevin 
Adams, at the 
Catholic Church, 
Miskin, on Sunday, 
September 1. 

Each choir performed 
items from its own 
repertoire providing an 
exciting variety of musi¬ 
cal style and content to 
suit all tastes. 
Particularly memorable 
was ‘Eli Jenkins’ 

Prayer’ from Under 
Milk Wood and Robbie 
Williams’ ‘Angels’ by 
the Minnesingers con¬ 
trasting with the swing¬ 
ing ‘Songs from the 
Shows’ by Vocelle and 
Fame’s Cantique de 
Jean Racine, and 
‘Adiemus’ from Songs 
of Sanctuary by Karl 
Jenkins sung by Cor 
Tabernacl. 

The soloist was 19- 
year-old euphonium 
player, Josie Nemeth, 
from Pontardawe, who 
impressed with her vir¬ 
tuosity and talent. 
Finally, the choirs com¬ 
bined to sing the serene, 
meditative piece, ‘Stay 
with Me, Lord’ by Will 
Todd, providing a fitting 
conclusion to a very 
enjoyable evening. 

Proceeds will go to 
CAFOD, the Catholic 
aid agency for overseas 
development. 


Saddened 

COR Tabernacl is 
deeply saddened to 
record the sudden death 
in July of Steven 
Burges, the choir’s 
much valued accompa¬ 
nist. 

Steven had given 
loyal and dedicated 
service to the choir for 
many years and will be 
greatly missed. 

Minnesingers are also 
saddened by the sudden 
loss of patron, Roy 
Rowlands. During the 
concert, tributes were 
made to both. 

Members of 

Tabernacl Music Society 
are flying to Bordeaux 
today, September 5, to 
take part in a concert in 
Bridgend’s twin town of 
Villenave D’Ornon. 

Two years ago. 
Chorale du Lac, from 
Villenave, came to 
Bridgend to co-present a 
concert with TMS in 
Tabernacl Chapel. A 
reciprocal visit has been 
arranged to include a 
joint concert and visits 
to Bordeaux and St 
Emillion. 

Cor Tabernacl wel¬ 
comes new members. 
Contact 07974765578. 

ANNE 

THOMAS 


Did you 
know you 
can read 
your GEM 
online? 
bridgend- 
today.co.uk 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


'Indictment 
of society’ 

L ast week, you kindly published 
my letter about the wonderful 
service I received at Cardiff 
Airport, as I am elderly and disabled. 

What a contrast from an attempted shop at 
Sainsburys in Park Road. Initially, I thought what 
easy facilities there were for the disabled, but when 
I entered the shop, I was shocked to find no trolleys 
were supplied. 

As I haven’t the strength to carry the baskets, I 
had to leave and will not be returning. 

Isn’t it a terrible indictment of society that the 
needs of the old and disabled are given such low 
priority. 

Jane Walker, 

Barry. 

ANY RECORDS 
OF LLANDOW? 


Reader’s memories 
of Gileston school 
camp, 77 years ago! 


I VERY much 
enjoyed the arti¬ 
cle in The GEM 
of August 9, head¬ 
lined ‘Wartime 
Memories of the 
Llandow Airfield 
and unforgettable 
Ira Jones’, by 
Henry Hand 
It brought to mind a 
Canadian airman I met, 
either during or at the 
end of World War Two. 

He came with his new 
wife, a niece of my 
grandmother, to 35 
Walter’s Road, Ogmore 
Vale and I remember 


Mr Leyton Hicks -18 
Briary Way, Brackla - 
Remove Ash (Tl), two 
Goat Willow (T2 and T3) 
remove branch of Goat 
Willow (T4). 

Mr Gareth Morgan - 1 
Ysbryd y Coed, Pen-y- 
Fai - Removal of Cherry 
tree at front of house. 

Mr Martin Jones - 3 
Nicholls Road, 

Coytrahen - Single 
storey rear extension. 

Mr Paul Jones - 2 
Riverway, Brynmenyn - 
Use land to rear as gar¬ 
den and retention of tim¬ 
ber structure. 

The Linepost Company — 
Former Tremlett and 
Griffiths site. Forge 
Industrial Estate, 
Nantyffyllon, Maesteg - 
Use of fore yard area for 
caravan storage of up to 
20 units and temporary 
storage units (10 no.). 

Mr A Banks - ‘Glasfryn ’, 
Hendre Lane, Coity - 
Independent dwelling to 
the east of Glasfryn 
including rear curtilage, 
access and parking. 
Andrews Solicitors - lA 
Caroline Street, 

Bridgend - Change of 
use from A1 retail to A2 
professional for use as a 
solicitors office. 


looking on him in awe 
as he stood there, hand¬ 
some and very smart in 
his RAF uniform, with 
the wings brevet. 

His name was either 
Forest Burton or Forest 
Burns, I think, and I 
believe he went on to fly 
commercial aircraft 
(Cambrian Airways 
maybe?) out of Llandow. 

I just wondered if any 
record is available of 
this airman who served 
at Llandow airfield. 

Hwyl am y tro, 

Eric Jones, 

(Bry nee thin). 


Ms Sue Loveluck - 31 St 
Brides Road, Aberkenfig 

- Single storey rear 
extension. 

Mr G Evans - 70 Ystrad 
Fawr, Bridgend - Single 
storey rear extension 
plus associated works. 

Mr Quang Truong - 
‘Woodgreen’, Fountain 
Road, Aberkenfig - 
Demolish existing 

dwelling and construct 
replacement dwelling. 

Mr Mark Waldron - ‘The 
Grange’, Neath Road, 
Maesteg - Variation of 
Condition 1 of approval 
P/12/373/FUL to remove 
requirement for obscure 
glazing. 

Mrs Nesta Bresner - 90 
Coity Road, Bridgend - 
Proposed rear conserva¬ 
tory extension. 

Mr and Mrs R A Parsons 

- 119 King Edward 
Street, Blaengarw - 
Granny annex extension. 
Mr John Crocker - 
Windrush, Ton Kenfig - 
Build detached family 
house of similar size to 
existing ‘Windrush’. 


YOUR report on the 
Vale’s best kept vil¬ 
lage, Gileston (The 
GEM, August 1) 
brought back happy 
memories of 
Gileston school 
camp down by the 
sea, 77 years ago. 

During the 

Depression, boys from 
Glamorgan and 
Monmouthshire schools 
attended the camp for a 
fortnight, for sea air, 
good food, and outdoor 
activities. 

In the summer of 
1936, 1 attended the 
camp with a small party 
of boys from 
Griffithstown 
Elementary school in 
the Pontypool area. 

The teacher in 
charge, Mr HH Thomas, 
wrote several books on 
preparing for the 
Grammar School 
entrance examination, 
incorporating English, 
arithmetic and intelli¬ 
gence tests. 

At the time, these 
books were widely used 
by teachers in Wales 
and England. 

The food at Gileston 
school camp was plain, 
wholesome and appetis¬ 
ing, served up on well 
scrubbed wooden 
tables. No formica in 
those days, and given 
the eating habits of hun¬ 
gry boys, certainly not 
on tablecloths. 

There used to be 
morning assembly taken 
daily by a man who had 
the bearing of an expe¬ 
rienced headmaster. 

He would outline 
what was required of 
the boys, particularly 
concerning domestic 
arrangements, as well 


DATE 

Time 

AM 

05Thur 

07.11 

06 Fri 

07.44 

07 Sat 

08.19 

08 Sun 

08.53 

09 Mon 

09.29 

10 Tues 

10.07 

11 Wed 

10.47 


as the programme for 
the day. 

He would sometimes 
read out the ‘Riot Act’, 
if there was a hint of 
any misbehaviour within 
the camp. 

It was good for boys 
who had never before 
been away from home, 
to meet boys and teach¬ 
ers from other schools 
in areas like the 
Rhondda. 

One evening, a few of 
us ventured beyond the 
camp perimeter, and 
came across a large 
tract of open ground 
where building founda¬ 
tions were being laid. 

One boy claimed he 
had heard an aerodrome 
was being built, as we 
might go to war against 
Germany. 

Unknown to us then, 
we had observed the 
very beginning of what 
was to be RAE St Athan. 

On arrival at 
Gileston camp, we were 
told we were required to 
keep a diary throughout 
the fortnight. 

As there were many 
boys attending the 
camp, it came as a 
pleasant surprise on the 
day of our departure, 
that I had been awarded 
first prize for the best 
kept diary. 

At a simple presenta¬ 
tion, before all the 
teachers and home- 
ward-bound boys, I was 
rewarded with a tin of 
boiled sweets presented 
to me by the formidable 
headmaster. 

After all, these were 
hard times! 

IDRIS BERRY, 
Porthcawl. 


Ht 

Time 

Ht 

M 

PM 

M 

9.5 

19.24 

9.6 

9.7 

19.59 

9.8 

9.9 

20.33 

10.0 

9.8 

21.08 

10.1 

9.9 

21.46 

9.8 

9.6 

22.22 

9.3 

9.2 

23.06 

9.1 

8.7 

23.57 

8.4 


12Thur 11.35 

While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


Who wants to build 
what and where'! 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL SEPTEMBER 12) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 
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CROWDS COME OUT IN PORTHCAWL TO 
OPPOSE PLAN TO CLOSE FIRE STATION 



Bands from the Porthcawl Rock School (right) 
kept the crowd entertained at the protest meeting. 


Police issue 
CCTV image 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are 
appealing for infor¬ 
mation after pub¬ 
lishing a CCTV 
image of a man 
they want to speak 
to in connection 
with shoplifting at 
the Halfords store 
in Picton Court 
Retail Park, 
Waterton. 

occurredhappened 
during the morning of 
Wednesday, June 12 
when a man entered the 
store and stole a number 
of tools. 

The suspect is 
described as white, in 
his late 20s, about five 
feet seven inches tall and 
of medium build. He 
was wearing a grey 
Adidas hooded jumper, 
blue jeans and black 
shoes. 

PC Chris Howe, of 
Bridgend police, said: 
“We want to hear from 
anyone who may recog- 



The missing suspect. 

nise this man or know of 
his whereabouts.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion on the man in the 
CCTV still or the indi¬ 
vidual himself is asked 
to contact Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111, or Bridgend 
Police Station, by call¬ 
ing 101 and quoting ref¬ 
erence 62130175994. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, | 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home 

Typically £10.50 per hour Inc. - 4 ^ 

• Daily, weekly, etc. ■■■ 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 
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Porthcawl residents demonstrated the strength of opposition to plans to 
close the town’s fire station, when hundreds turned out at a protest 
rally organised by Porthcawl First last Sunday (September 1). 

At the rally, the secretary of the South Wales Fire Brigade Union, 
Mark Watt, announced that a petition opposing the closure 
had already had more than 10,000 signatories. 

The plan would see two fire stations (Porthcawl and Kenfig Hill) 
closed, and replaced by one at South Cornelly. Mark Watt said that any 
savings that the Fire Service was seeking would take years to kick in, 
because of the cost of building the new station. He added that replacing 
two fire engines at Porthcawl and Kenfig Hill with one at South 
Cornelly would leave the area short of cover. 

The Fire Service has argued that the number of call-outs to fires 
has dropped in recent years. 

The Lib-Dem AM Peter Black has backed the protestors 

(SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 9). 


Hospital chiefs: 

^We've made changes^ 



Steve Maitland-Thomas of Porthcawl First, being interviewed 
by BBC Wales for the evening news broadcast. 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

It went on: “They 
will reduce the need for 
temporary bank and 
agency nurse cover, and 
ensure an additional 
registered nurse can be 
on each medical ward at 
night. 

“A chief nurse for the 
hospital, Lesley Bevan, 
has also been appointed, 
and Dr Jonathan 
Goodfellow has taken 
up the new role of assis¬ 
tant medical director. 

“In addition, a new 
head of nursing for the 
Bridgend locality was 
appointed in August and 
will start in November.” 

The Health Board 
will be told that there 
have been changes in 
how the nurses work. 
Ward Sisters and 
Charge Nurses will be 
seen on the ward more, 
reviewing each patient 
at least three times per 
shift. 

Ward Sisters will also 


Remote Control Roller Shutters 
FROM ONLY £650+VAT Fitted 


FROM SOUTH WALES' LEADING DOOR 
MANUFACTURER AND GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST 

SPECIAL OTFER 

Contact US today for further information 

01656 659274 • 01446 439219 

WWW.AaiONDOORSXOM 


be available during the 
evening to provide pro¬ 
fessional support and a 
new role of ward 
administrator has been 
created to support sen¬ 
ior nurses and free them 
to spend more time with 
patients. 

The spokesperson 
added: “Another vital 
action has been the set¬ 
ting up of a ‘Quality 
and Safety 
Improvement 
Programme’ for the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, which is 
chaired by chief execu¬ 
tive, Paul Roberts. 

“Its role is to drive 
and monitor the 
progress of improve¬ 
ments in patient safety, 
quality and clinical gov¬ 
ernance issues.” 

Paul Roberts said: 
“While the majority of 
care provided at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital is of a high 
standard, it is clear that 
there are areas where 
much improvement is 
needed. 

“I would like to 
assure patients and their 
families that ABMU is 
taking these issues very 
seriously and we are 
doing everything possi¬ 
ble to improve stan¬ 
dards of care. 

“ABMU Health 
Board is determined 
that those improvements 
will be made, and that 
the quality of all our 
care is consistently 
high.” 


FREE LEGAL ADVICE 
FROM HUGH JAMES 



Slcphfn Wrbbrr will br ^ your \oc^\ ^rra to talk .itxxit 

• MedicAt ne^ti^ence claims tfxiudinp. miss^ fractures, birth injuries, 
cerebral palsy, misdiagnosis and surgical comp^ka^KXis 

• Work place injuries induding factory, construction, ^ricultural, 
falling from he»ght and fatal accidents 

• Industrial illness including asbestos expouire. crystalline silk.i 
exposure, mesothelioma, lung cancer respiratory disease and 
deafness 

Steve will be at Brackla Community Centre, Oaktree Surgery. 
Whitethorn Drive. Brackla. Bridgend. CF31 2RG on tl'ie date listed 
below 

Thursday 12 Sept 10am - 7pm 

No appointment is necessary, vre can also arrange free 
telephor>e cortsultations arvJ home visits. Contaa: 


Stephen Webber 
T OaOO 0938240 

E steplien.webber@ihughjames.ccKn 
W www.hughjames-com/bridgend 


HUGH JAMES 








































NEWTON GREEN ROCKS AS MUSIC 
FESTIVAL ATTRACTS THE CROWDS 
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THERE was a pause in the 
Newton Music Festival when five 
star guests appeared - a group of 
charity climbers - and they 
received the applause of specta¬ 
tors. 

An enthusiastic crowd of over 500, 
including Madeleine Moon MP, 
gathered to welcome home the five 
intrepid Porthcawl climbers who 
conquered the Three Peaks 
Challenge in 12 hours. 

The climbers. Bill ‘Barney’ Jones, 
Esme Pugh, Nikki Halket, Sam 
Buffet and Phil Duckworth {pictured 
right) then relaxed and enjoyed an 
afternoon and evening of music and 


fine ales organised on Newton 
Green. The music kicked off with the 
debut of Italian band ‘Armanite’ 
who will be appearing at St. David’s 
Hall, Cardiff, in the near future. 

Following them were bands 
including Greasy Rats, Waves, Lick 
the Python, and Dick Dastardly, cul¬ 
minating in a set by local legends 
The Guzzards. 

Amidst growing darkness, 
Swansea band. The Riff, concluded 
the festival with an exhilarating per¬ 
formance. Steve Maitland-Thomas, 
a spokesman for the Music and Beer 
Festival organisers, said that they 
hoped it would become a bigger and 
better annual event. 


ABOVE: 
Armanite’s lead 
guitarist. 


BELOW: 
Dick Dastardly 
entertains. 


Report and photographs 

by FRANK SHIPTON 

Mobile - 07790 882925 
Email frankshipton@mac.com 
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CARNIVAL TIME AT BLAENGARW AS THE 
SUN COMES TO TOWN (ONE WEEK LATE!) 


' PHOTOGRAPHS ' 

by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 

^ Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. ^ 

THIS year’s Blaengarw Carnival proces¬ 
sion went ahead in bright sunshine - after 
organisers had to take emergency action 
the week before. 

Originally scheduled for Saturday, 
August 17, a worrying weather forecast 
meant that the event was put back a week, 
to the Bank Holiday Saturday! 



WE ARE 
THE 
SPICE 
GIRLS!’ 
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Commons was recalled for Syria vote 
with a tweet from the Prime Minister 

...IT IVAS THE FIRST MOST MPS HAD HEARD OF IT! 


LAST Thursday, the UK Government lost a 
critical vote on possible future intervention 
in Syria. I agreed when first elected to pro¬ 
vide a regular column for GEM readers 
which shed light on the inside workings of 
Westminster - this vote seems like one of 
those times when further explanations are 
needed. 

On Sunday September 25 the world was told of 
the recall of Parliament by a tweet from David 
Cameron, saying the Speaker had agreed to his 
request for a recall. 

This was news to the majority of MPs. 

There had been letters to the Government 
demanding a vote in the Commons before any 
action was taken in relation to Syria, but this was the 
first indication that action was pending. 

There is a rule in politics that the meeting before 
the meeting is the important meeting. The pre¬ 
meeting is where the decisions are made, the bar¬ 
gaining and negotiations held, allowing a consensus 
on positions to be revealed. 

It is the job of the ‘Whips’ to do this work with 
MPs. They ask the questions about how people feel 
about the proposed vote and tease out the areas of 
concern and opposition. 

They get the feel of the level of support and 
opposition - which opposition can be overcome by 
‘tweaking’ and how great any rebellion may be. 

This is where the disaster started to unfold for the 
Government: there seems to have been little assess¬ 
ment of the mood of Coalition MPs. The failure to 
consult added to the angry mood of MPs, who found 
that they had to abandon families and make sudden 
travel plans to return to London, in what was, in 
effect, one voting day early. 

This rush added to a feeling of decisions having 
already been made that required a vote before the 
weekend. 

The recall also had implications for police and 
security staff, catering and research staff - all of 


whom were called back to work. 

The cost of all of this has yet to be revealed but it 
will have been large. Having been deafened by the 
mantra of austerity, this sudden high-cost exercise 
added to anger. 

The Government motion made clear the lack of 
support from the Coalition benches for immediate 
retaliatory action before the UN inspectors had done 
their work. 

The motion was a clear indicator that the recall 
was unnecessary. It said nothing that could not have 
waited until the Monday sitting. 

There has been considerable discussion about the 
impact of the vote on the decision to join America in 
the Iraq war influencing the outcome of last 
Thursday’s vote. That cannot be denied. There was 
a feeling that Parliament wanted more information, 
more evidence, more legal advice and, most impor¬ 
tantly, not to be bounced into making a decision. 

A prime example was the often-repeated mantra 
that the Arab League wanted Western intervention. 

This intrigued me, since Syria is a member, and I 
wanted to check how the vote had been taken and 
who had voted for Western action. 

My main concern was that a small majority of 
one grouping of the League, perhaps a Sunni one, 
had carried the vote. This would have meant that the 
West could be seen as supporting Sunni against 
Shia. 

A quick google search on my ipad in the 
Chamber found the Secretary-General of the 
League falling short of endorsing intervention, and 
stressing that this would increase anti-Western feel¬ 
ing in the region. 

I was not in the Commons years ago when the 
Iraq vote was taken; there have been reports of 
intimidation by the Whips’ office to force people to 
support the vote. 

This is a very different Commons; threats of vio¬ 
lence, loss of political advancement and intimida¬ 
tion no longer hold the power they once did. 

So many rebellions have taken place in this 
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Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers- 
gas, electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless 
steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 
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illustration purposes only. 
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WESTMINSTER 
NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP MADELEINE 
MOON describes the 
dramatic scenes around the 
historic debate on Syria in the 
House of Commons last week. 

Parliament the spell has been broken. 

The debate, when called, gave backbenchers a 
window of five minutes to make a speech. The rules 
allow an extra minute for the first two interventions 
taken. Thus many speakers had seven minutes to 
make their points. 

Some were given extra time because they were 
making excellent speeches. Some had agreements 
with friends to intervene on each other, to gain extra 
time - and others, who had little respect in the 
Chamber, were given time to make themselves 
appear more foolish. 

As we came to the wind-up speeches, tension 
increased: the failure of the deputy Prime Minister 
to give clear answers to questions about the use of 


RAF bases in Cyprus made many uneasy. 

The rumour that Parliament would be recalled 
again over the weekend if the Government was not 
happy with the vote also hardened positions. 

It was no shock to see the Labour amendment 
defeated. It was however a shock to see the 
Government motion lost. Later, it emerged that 31 
Coalition party MPs failed to vote - including four 
Ministers - who failed to return from holiday; 10 
members of the Coalition Government failed to 
vote, two claimed not to have heard the division 
bell. 

Where does this leave us now? I am pleased that 
President Obama is now saying Congress will have 
the chance to debate and vote on American action. 

The UN must take a stance on the use of chemi¬ 
cal weapons, an issue which affects all but the seven 
nations who have failed to sign or fully ratify the 
Convention on the use of chemical weapons. The 
G8 and G20 meet next week. The membership has 
the opportunity to tackle Russia on its support for 
Assad. 

Senior Government figures have said there will 
be no second vote on intervention by the UK. A week 
is a long time in politics; things will have moved on 
considerably by the time you read this. 



Dilwyn’s bursary gives 
organist a helping hand 


RIGHT: Roy Bowen 
(chairman ) Daniel 
Pugh- Bowen and Gian 
Davies ( president). 


} 


SEVERAL years 
ago, one of the 
Porthcawl Male 
Choir’s most loyal 
members, Dilwyn 
Evans, a member of 
the bottom bass 
section, passed 
away. 

His will contained a 
bequest to the choir 
which he loved so much 
- part of which, it was 
decided unanimously by 
the choristers, should be 
allocated to providing an 
annual bursary in his 
name, for a student, 
residing in Porthcawl, 
who has been accepted 
by a university or col¬ 
lege to study for an 
advanced qualification in 
music. 

This year, the bursary 
has been awarded to 
Daniel Pugh-Bevan, a 
young organist who 
attended Porthcawl 
Comprehensive, and 
who has been awarded 
an organ scholarship by 
St Peter’s College, 
Oxford to read music. 

Daniel was trained at 
Margam Abbey by 
Robert Court and honed 
his skills on this magnif¬ 
icent instrument in 
Porthcawl’s All Saints 
and St John’s Churches. 

His talents are well 
known in the town and 
the choir has experi¬ 
enced his skills at both 
churches on various 
occasions. 

He is also a member 
of the Four Counties 
Youth Orchestra and 
sings with the National 
Youth Orchestra. 

Daniel was presented 
with the award in the 
presence of choristers by 
Clan Davies, president 
and chairman, Roy 
Bowen, both of whom 
are, incidentally, founder 
members of the choir. 



Cadets gain insight 
into firefighters' roles 



Cadet Cpl Clarke presenting the squadron plaque. 


SGT (ATC) K Gould recently 
arranged a visit to Bridgend 
Fire Station for Kenfig Hill Air 
Cadets. 

Chris Legg and Ian James showed 
the group around the watch control 
room and explained what happens to 
the 999 emergency calls that come into 
the station. 

They were then shown around the 
fire appliances, with explanations 
given of what each crew member does. 

The cadets were allowed to try on 
the breathing apparatus and uniform 
worn by firefighters and were shown 
around the ‘smoke rooms’, used for 


training. 

The station provides a 24/7 service 
365 days of the year and is manned by 
both full time and retained firefighters. 

Although they deal primarily with 
calls to fires, they also specialise in 
rescue work including animals and 
dealing with flooding of properties. 

At the end of the evening Cadet 
Corporal Clarke presented a squadron 
plaque as a memento of the visit and 
thaidced Chris Legg and Ian James for 
giving their time and hospitality on 
what was an interesting and informa¬ 
tive evening. 

LINDSAY THOMAS 
Secretary, Civilian Committee 
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Ollie’s walk 
raises £2,000 
for his club 


A LOCAL schoolboy 
recently completed a 
marathon charity walk 
on one of the hottest 
days of the year to 
raise cash for his ath¬ 
letics club. 

Ollie Lewis (13), who 
goes to Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
walked 40 miles along 
the Wales Coastal Path, 
starting in Cardiff Bay 
and finishing in 
Newbridge Fields, the 
home of Bridgend 
Athletics Club. 

Ollie’s father, David, 
told The GEM: “The 
walk was finally complet¬ 
ed in 16 hours - it was an 


incredibly warm day but 
Ollie refused to give up, 
eventually arriving at his 
Bridgend club’s track at 
just after 9pm, following 
a 5 am start in Cardiff 
Bay. 

“His coaches and 
friends had laid on a sur¬ 
prise reception, with food 
and music,which was a 
wonderful thing to see 
after such an effort! 

“In total, the walk 
raised a quite astonishing 
£2,000, and we would 
like to publicly thank all 
those kind people who 
sponsored him to raise 
such a significant and 
much-needed amount of 
money.” 






ABOVE: 

Ollie Lewis, who 
raised £2,000for his 
athletics club. 


‘Fresh Start 
Wales’ visits 
Porthcawl 



FRESH Start 
Wales, the Welsh 
Government cam¬ 
paign to reduce 
children’s exposure 
to second-hand 
smoke in cars, visit¬ 
ed Porthcawl on 
Saturday to encour¬ 
age families to sign 
up to a smoke-free 
summer. 

The campaign pulled 
up at John Street where 
visitors to the Fresh Start 
Wales stand were able to 
take part in a host of 


activities as they learned 
about the smoke-free 
message. 

There was the oppor¬ 
tunity to test the carbon 
monoxide levels in a 
person’s body and test 
lung capacity as well as 
receiving advice and 
information on where to 
get help to kick the habit. 

The team asked visi¬ 
tors to sign the Fresh 
Start Wales pledge to 
support the campaign 
and make a commitment 
to keep their cars smoke- 
free. 


IN BRIEF 

ON September 14, 
Porthcawl Town 
Council will launch a 
Saturday Club, to 
enhance numeracy and 
literacy skills of 9 -11 
year-old children - one 
of the projects the coun¬ 
cil is funding, as part of 
a five-year strategy. 

There are one-hour 
sessions run by a fully 
qualified teacher, every 
Saturday (10am - 1pm) 
at Y Centre, John Street, 
Porthcawl. 

For further details, 
contact ptc.saturday- 
club@gmail.com or tele¬ 
phone 07985 650746. 

SHOUT! 

PORTHCAWL 
shout’s September 6 
Forum meeting will be 
held in Trinity Church 
Hall at 2pm, to debate 
its ‘Vision for 
Porthcawl’. 

Guest speakers Mrs 
Jean Schofield, Mr Paul 
Fielding and the Rev 
Colin Richards will lead 
the discussion, and all 
are welcome to express 
their views. 

The meeting will be 
chaired by president Des 
Rees, in the absence of 
chairman Gary Victor. 




RedtJce your 
overheads 
and save on 
business costs 
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Pub is set for a 
bumper festival! 


THE Old Swan Inn 
in Llantwit Major 
has announced its 
third and final beer 
and cider festival of 
the season. 

From September 6 - 
8, the 12th century pub 
will be playing host to a 
“vast selection of beers 
and ciders”, as well as 
some of south Wales’ 
best-loved bands. 

Proceedings will com¬ 
mence at lunchtime this 
Friday, with the opening 
of the first keg and cul¬ 
minate on the Sunday 
night. The vast list 
includes 12 guest ales 
and ciders, mainly from 
Welsh brewers, includ¬ 
ing offerings from Dark 
Star Brewery, Wye 
Valley Brewery, 

Wickwar Brewery and 
Frog Island Brewery. 

The line-up will be com¬ 
plemented by local 
bands, including 
Burning Bridges, 
Droopers Brew, Dan 
Fairhurst Band and 
Harri. 

An extensive festival 
menu will also be avail¬ 
able to keep the foodies 
catered for so expect 
plenty of hearty Welsh 
fare, not to mention a 
splendid hog roast on the 
Saturday from 6pm to 
keep festival goers well 
fed! 

The Old Swan Inn’s 
manager, David Moll, 
encouraged everyone to 
come on down over the 
course of the weekend to 


enjoy the festival atmos¬ 
phere: “We hold three 
beer festivals a year and 
the September festival 
marks the final festival 
of the season, and we 
plan to see it out in 
style! We’ve got a wide 
range of beers and ciders 
on tap, from a dozen dif¬ 
ferent breweries and 
we’re expecting a big 
and buzzing crowd.” 

The pub, which dates 
back to the 12th century, 
is just a short walk from 
the station, which is 
well-served by trains 
every hour from Cardiff 
and Bridgend, 
www.knifeandforkfood.c 
o.uk 


CHARITY 

EVENING 

BRIDGEND County 
Civic Charity 

Appeals Standing 
Committee and 
Mayor of the county 
borough, Coun Clive 
James, will hold a 
charity cheese and 
wine evening at 
Seasons Restaurant, 
Bridgend College, 
on September 11 at 
7pm. 

It includes ‘An 
Evening of Reminiscing’ 
by a former colliery offi¬ 
cial. Tickets: £8.00 For 
further information con¬ 
tact: 01656 664 105 or 
01656 871439. 


Ros tackling scams 
that target people 
suffering dementia 


A BRIDGEND woman is 
working on a new programme 
to protect people who have 
dementia from scams. 

Ros Williams is the South 
Wales officer for the Age Cymru 
Scams Awareness and Dementia 
Project. 

Previously a district nurse, she 
has also worked in the charity sec¬ 
tor for 13 years with roles includ¬ 
ing health initiatives officer and 
partnerships and services adviser. 

She said: “Everyone is poten¬ 
tially at risk from scams, particu¬ 
larly people who may have an ill¬ 
ness such as dementia. 

“In today’s economic climate, 


the need for the Age Cymru Scams 
Awareness and Dementia Project 
is greater than ever as there are an 
increasing number of scammers 
out there trying to rip us off. 

“This project will work with 
people who have dementia and 
their carers to make them aware 
of different types of scams that 
exist and teach them what to do if 
they think they’ve been targeted 
by scammers.” 

Ros will be working in Rhondda 
Cynon Taf and Merthyr for the 
first year of her role and move 
into Monmouthshire in her second 
year. 


STEAMED UP 
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• OVER SIXTY LEADING MANUFACTURERS! 

^_• SPECIAL ‘BONANZA’ OFFERS! 

■"r The Leading . 

• LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS! 


/ The Leading 

Trades DIY 
7 f Exhibition in 

'X I I South Wales 

A 


-' 
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Parkinson’s group 
offers a ^warm 
welcome’ to mayor 



THE Maesteg Parkinson’s 

Support Group recently met at 
Bryn Celyn Care Home. 

The Mayor of Maesteg, Coun Ross 
Thomas (above), was invited as a guest 
speaker, and took the opportunity to dis¬ 
cuss the changing face of local govern¬ 
ment in tough times, and his role as the 
first citizen of Maesteg. 

He also spoke about the important 
contribution of voluntary and support 
groups - such as themselves - in enrich¬ 
ing the community spirit that Maesteg is 
so well-known for. 

The speech was followed by a Q&A 
session. 

Coun Thomas said: “I am always 
eager to share with people how much of 
a privilege it is to be the Mayor of 
Maesteg, and I was delighted to receive 
such a warm welcome from the Maesteg 
Parkinson’s group.” 


Charity 
golf day 

THERE will be a charity golf 
day at Whitchurch Golf Club, 
Cardiff on October 17, to sup¬ 
port Welsh Hearts’ fundraising 
for defibrillators throughout 
Wales and The 

Cardiomyopathy Association in 
Wales. 

Shotgun Start at 1pm: com¬ 
petition will be a team stable- 
ford with the best two scores to 
count on each hole; 3/4 handi¬ 
cap allowance; maximum hand¬ 
icap allowance men: 24, 

Ladies: 30. Contact Sharon 
Owen on 01633 

681788/07730944700, or email 

fundraising@welshhearts. org. 



Now in his 80s, Reg da 
Costa still has warm 
memories of a year in 
Porthcawl, when he was 
just 10 years old. 

Now living in Ashford, 
Kent, he wrote to share 
these memories with 
GEM readers. 

IN 1941, my father 
was in the RAF. I was 
always a little proud of 
the fact that he did not 
wait to be called up. 

He volunteered. At 
this time he was a Flight 
Sergeant: a wireless 
operator, air gunner. 
However, this was not 
combat status. He 
trained others to fight for 
King and Country. 

And so, in 1941, Dad 
was posted to a camp 
near Porthcawl called (if 
my memory serves me 
well) Stormy Down. 

We, namely my mother, 
my brother and I, left 
our temporary abode in 
Dunstable and moved to 
45 Mary Street, 
Porthcawl. 

I was quickly regis¬ 
tered at Station Road 
School, which was the 
fourth of nine schools I 
was to attend until I left 
education at the age of 
16. Although it was my 
fourth seat of learning, it 
was there that I met my 
first love. 

Anyway, the point of 
this tale is to relate what 
happened to me one 
sunny afternoon on my 
way to school. It was 
not too far from my tem¬ 
porary home, so it was 
my custom to return for 
lunch. On this particular 


day, I was walking alone 
down Station Road, and 
was about 200 yards 
from the school gates, 
when I heard my name 
called from behind me. 

I turned, and there were 
two lads of my age, one 
that I knew (let’s call 
him David), and the 
other was unknown to 
me. 

I stopped for them to 
catch up with me, and 
David said something 
along the lines of “My 
friend says that he thinks 
he can beat you in a 
fight, and I said I didn’t 
think he could”. 

From that day, to the 
present time, I have not 
understood why this 
simple statement should 
signal the start of hostili¬ 
ties. But it did. For no 
other reason, the two of 
us started fighting in the 
middle of the pavement. 

I use the word ‘fighting’ 
rather loosely. Arms and 
little 10-year-old fists 
were flying all over the 
place. 

However, unsophisti¬ 
cated though the 
encounter was, it soon 
became apparent that my 
opponent was much bet¬ 
ter at it than I was. 

There were certainly two 
occasions when I 
requested a short break 
to recover from blows to 
the head. 

I sat on a low wall for 
this purpose, and once 
sufficiently recovered, 
launched myself forward 
for what seemed to be 
the sole purpose of 
enduring further pain. 

Suddenly, everything 


SUMMER 


changed. Being close to 
capitulation, and the life¬ 
long shame that this 
would bring, I found that 
my fist had landed quite 
a wallop on his nose. 
Wow! 

There was blood 
everywhere, and it is 
possible that the Station 
Road pavement still 
bears the stain. I was 
elated at this change in 
fortunes, but before I 
could think of pressing 
home my advantage, a 
lady pushing a pram 
passed by, and stopped 
to tell us that we were 
disgraceful, we should 
be ashamed of ourselves. 

Anyway, why aren’t 
you in school”, she 
asked. School! In our 
efforts to establish phys¬ 
ical superiority, we had 
overlooked our educa¬ 
tional needs. It was now 
past two o’clock, and we 


should have been seated 
at our desks. 

Not only was this lad 
a better fighter than me, 
he was also a faster run¬ 
ner. So, with the evi¬ 
dence of my question¬ 
able victory still running 
from his nose, he raced 
into the school and went 
straight to the wash 
basin area. 

As I ran past, his head 
was under a running tap. 
“Sorry,” I called out as I 
headed for my class¬ 
room. Sorry? I have 
never understood why I 
said that. 

I opened the class¬ 
room door, and there it 
was. The only unoccu¬ 
pied desk in the room. 
With head down I 
moved as quickly as 
possible to fill the empty 
space. I had almost 
reached it, when the 
teacher, a Mr Thomas, 


called my name. “Da 
Costa ” he said, “come 
out here ”. He had a 
strong Welsh accent, and 
a rather deep voice. I 
can hear it to this day. 

I sheepishly moved to 
the front of the class to 
receive whatever punish¬ 
ment he thought fit: 

“Did I see you fighting 
in the street just now ” he 
asked. 

I nodded. This was 
not good. Being late 
was bad enough, but 
brawling in public was 
not the best image for 
the school. I held my 
breath. 

“Well now” he said, 
“if this happens again, 
keep your left hand up in 
front of your face, push 
your right hand forward, 
and keep moving round. 
Don’t just stand there 
waiting to be hit”. 

What a teacher! 


TRAINEE REACHES FINAL 


BRIDGEND-based joinery 
trainee, Brian Schilke, has won 
through to the national final of 
SkillBuild 2013 - the UK’s 
largest multi-trade competition. 

SkillBuild is an annual event man¬ 
aged by CITB, the Sector Skills 
Council and Industry Training Board 
for the construction industry, and sup¬ 
ported by local employers, as well as 
national sponsors. 

Brian Schilke, who attends 
Bridgend College, obtained a place at 
the SkillBuild UK Final at 
Birmingham NEC on November 13, 
following success at the south Wales 
heat, which saw them achieve one of 
the highest scores in their category 


from across the UK. 

Brian is one of nine trainees from 
Wales in the final. 

Wyn Prichard, director for CITB 
Wales, commented: “The level of skill, 
determination and professionalism 
shown by the competitors has been 
outstanding, and everyone who has 
taken part in the competition should 
feel very proud of themselves. I would 
like to wish all the trainees who have 
been announced as finalists every suc¬ 
cess at this year’s UK final.” 

Categories at this year’s SkillBuild 
UK final will include bricklaying, cab¬ 
inet making, carpentry, joinery, paint¬ 
ing and decorating, plastering, stone- 
masonry, drywall systems, and wall 
and floor tiling. 
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AM opposes 
plan to close 
fire station 

figures for permanent 
residents at present. 
However, they do not 
take any account of the 
numbers of holidaymak¬ 
ers who visit Porthcawl, 
nor do they take account 
of housing and other 
developments proposed 
for the area.” 

He explained: “To 
give but one instance of 
each: Trecco Bay is the 
largest caravan park in 
Europe, has 1,800 static 
homes, and can have up 
to 10,000 people on site 
during the holiday sea¬ 
son. In addition, plan¬ 
ning permission has 
been granted for 1,300 
new homes on Salt Lake 
and Sandy Bay. 

“South Wales Fire 
Service says that the 
new station will be able 
to provide an average 
response time of seven 
minutes to an emergency 
in Porthcawl. I find this 
difficult to accept, given 
that this is a retained fire 
station. 

“At certain times of 
the year, firefighters will 
have to travel to the sta¬ 
tion, and then get from 
the station to the emer¬ 
gency - when the town’s 
population will not only 
have been swelled by the 
numbers of holidaymak¬ 
ers, but also by the con¬ 
siderable number of day- 
visitors, the vast majori¬ 
ty of whom will have 
come by car. 

“That is why I am 
opposing this closure.” 


Bonhams! 

General Antiques Valuation 
Home Visits 
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THE Welsh Liberal 
Democrat Assembly 
Member for south 
Wales west, Peter 
Black has written to 
the South Wales Fire 
and Rescue Service, 
opposing its propos¬ 
al to close Porthcawl 
Fire Station. 

South Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service have 
announced proposals for 
the closure of Porthcawl 
Fire Station, replacing it 
with a new station at 


Cornelly. The Kenfig 
Hill Fire Station would 
also be closed, and the 
number of appliances 
would be reduced by 
fifty per cent. 

Mr Black said: “I am 
wholly opposed to this 
move, on grounds of 
increased risk to both 
residents and visitors in 
Porthcawl. 

“The computer mod¬ 
elling on which this is 
based uses figures of 
7,000 residences and 
16,000 people for 
Porthcawl. These are the 


Abandoned kittens 
need loving home 



These two endearing little kittens were fond 
abandoned in a box full of excrement, fleas and 
worms. With treatment and TLC, they are now 
fully recovered and are being looked after by 
staff at the Maesteg Animal Welfare Society. 

• If you can offer them a loving home, con¬ 
tact Jan Brady on 01656 721496 MAWS. 


Mr/nur.ivul bnnhamt^^mi'rardllf 


Rhys is ^cream^ of food producers 


PYLE dairy farmer 
Rhys Lougher has 
joined the cream of 
British food produc¬ 
ers - by striking gold 
twice in this year’s 
Great Taste awards, 
the ‘Oscars’ of the 
food world. 

Rhys (32) who runs Ty 
Tanglwyst Dairy at Pyle, 
Bridgend, collected gold 
awards for his traditional 
Welsh salted butter and 


double cream. It was the 
second time in three years 
that he has achieved a 
Great Taste gold for his 
double cream. 

The awards are the 
icing on the cake for 
Rhys. 

“We are over the moon 
to win the two Great Taste 
gold awards, which are 
good for staff morale,” he 
said. “It’s a pat on the 
back for their hard work 
and an endorsement of the 
quality of our products.” 



LEFT: 

Rhys 

Lougher, of 
Ty Tanglwyst 
Dairy, with 
the Great 
Taste gold 
star products 
made from 
milk at his 
dairy farm. 
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Campaigning group not happy 
over inaction on town benches 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


A PORTHCAWL 
campaigning group 
has slammed 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) over its 
failure to replace 
rickety, worn-out 
public benches in 
the town’s main 
street. 

The Porthcawl 
Shout forum say that 
they produced a plan 
that was accepted 
more than two years 
ago by BCBC to fund 
replacements but 
nothing has happened. 

The last straw 
appears to have been 
a recent talk to 
Bridgend traders by 
BCBC chief executive 
Darren Mepham, 
when he urged every¬ 
one to “commit to 
working with him to 
have more good news 
stories about borough 
town centres”. 

Gary Victor of 
Porthcawl Shout told 
The GEM that their 
own attempt to work 
with the council had 
“disappeared into a 
BCBC black-hole”. 

He explained: 
“Nearly three years 
ago. Shout asked 
BCBC if they could 
replace the dilapidat¬ 


ed public benches in 
John Street, 
Porthcawl’s main 
shopping area. 

“BCBC said they 
would like to but had 
no money, so Shout 
did a lot of research 
looking at other regen¬ 
erated towns and sug¬ 
gested the funding 
came from either 
advertising, sponsor¬ 
ship or from the pub¬ 
lic as ‘legacy benches’ 
for which there is a 
demand. 

“After many meet¬ 
ings, Louise Fradd of 
BCBC decided on 
legacy benches and in 
early November 2012 
she asked Shout where 
in Porthcawl would 
we like the first 
benches installed and 
we again emphasised 
the retail centre of 
John Street. 

“Nothing happened 
and Louise left BCBC 
earlier this year, so we 
again raised the mat¬ 
ter at a BCBC meet¬ 
ing with senior mem¬ 
bers on May 1, but 
once again Porthcawl 
has had to showcase 
its shopping centre 
during the holiday 
season with decrepit 


street furniture that 
one would think twice 
about sitting on wear¬ 
ing good clothes.” 

That is not the only 
issue that Shout have 
with BCBC. Mr Victor 
went on: “Nearly two 
years ago, we brought 
to BCBC’s attention 
that their memorial 
replacement benches 
on Locks Common 
would mean the 
removal of two origi¬ 
nal 120-year-old his¬ 
toric ‘Serpent’ bench¬ 
es and Shout asked if 
BCBC could refurbish 
and reinstate them on 
the promenade. 

“A year ago we had 
a site meeting outside 
the Seabank Hotel 
with two BCBC offi¬ 
cers and agreed a new 
position. 

“Then, in early 
January, we were told 
one had been ‘lost’ 
and that is as far as 
this important project 
has got. 

“We have had plen¬ 
ty of positive conver¬ 
sation. but no result at 
all!” 

He concluded: “We 
appeal to Mr Mepham 
to back us and help 
the town, its traders 


and residents to 
achieve more projects 
to improve the local 
economy and not 
restrict them.” 

A spokesman for 
BCBC said: “The 
council is preparing to 
undertake end-of- 
summer refurbish¬ 
ment and repair work 
in Porthcawl, but it’s 
disappointing to see 
that Porthcawl Shout 
is already taking this 
line in the press, when 
we are actually due to 
meet with them to dis¬ 
cuss the issue next 
week. 

“Replacing old seat¬ 
ing with legacy bench¬ 
es is a good idea, but it 
also requires a viable 
scheme to be in place 
in order to ensure that 
it works effectively. 

“It’s important to 
recognise that the 
financial situation fac¬ 
ing local authorities 
has also considerably 
deteriorated and we 
are having to make 
some very difficult 
decisions, achieve sav¬ 
ings of £13.3m ahead 
of next year’s budget 
and reprioritise where 
we can target reduced 
resources.” 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 
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Bosch Group 
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of our Free Survey 
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and Breakdown 
Servicing from £80 


Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 
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ABOVE: A smart new 
bench at Aberavon beach. 



ABOVE: One of the Host’ 
serpent benches. 


ABOVE and BELOW: 
Two of the delapidated 
benches in John Street. 




Marie Curie in million 
pound City share-out 


THE Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth 
says that it is 
thrilled to be one of 
the recipients of a 
donation at the 
newly launched 
‘Thanks a Million’ 
campaign at 

Cardiff City 

Football Club. 

Vincent Tan donated a 
total of one million 
pounds to selected local 
charities and has pledged 
that Cardiff City 
Football Club will repeat 
this million pound dona¬ 
tion to community-based 
organisations every year 
he remains the club’s 
majority shareholder, 
and the club remains in 
the Premier League. 

There was a drinks 


reception and lunch, fol¬ 
lowed by a presentation 
of the cheques attended 
by the chairman, manag¬ 
er and senior squad, as 
well as the charities and 
organisations that were 
receiving a donation. 

Karen Jones from the 
hospice said: “The Marie 
Curie Hospice is so 
pleased to have been 
chosen to receive this 
donation and it will be 
put to very good use con¬ 
tinuing providing free 
specialist medical care 
for our patients with 
serious illnesses in the 
hospice and their own 
homes. 

“We are very grateful 
to everyone at Cardiff 
City Football Club for 
supporting us in this 
way”. 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-toda];. co. uk 


Mehmet Dalman (chairman), Helen Mulhern 
(fundraiser), Karen Jones (fundraising manager). 
Tan Sri Vincent Tan, Malky Mackay. 


( brackla" 

BURGLARY: 

police appeal 


POLICE in Bridgend are investigating 
a burglary at a house on Georgian Way, 
Brackla in the early hours of August 28, 
when access was gained via a rear door 
and property stolen. 

This included a Kindle Fire tablet and 
charger, an iPod Touch (8GB) and charger, 
faux leather satchel with green flap and 
black, brown, and green body, a black 
Quicksilver rucksack, wallet containing a 
number of passports, and a silver Samsung 
smartphone. 

Anyone with any information is asked to 
contact DC Michael Maund at Bridgend 
CID on 101, or Crimestoppers free on 0800 
\555 111 and quote reference 62130270596. 
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Volunteers can sign 
up to help save lives 



THE Welsh 
Ambulance Service 
was at the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Agricultural Show 
to encourage more 
members of the 
public to become 
Community First 
Responders. 

First responders are 
volunteers who give up 
their spare time to attend 
appropriate 999 calls, 
and give basic first aid 
to people in their own 
community. 

Volunteers will also 
be trained by the Welsh 
Ambulance Service to 
administer oxygen thera¬ 
py, cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and 
the use of a defibrillator 
in the community in 
which they live until an 
ambulance arrives to 
take over. 


The regional First 
Responder Officer, Tony 
Rossetti, and 
Community First 
Responder, Bryan Foley, 
were recruiting volun¬ 
teers from the Barry 
Rotary Club. 

Tony said: “First 
Responders play an 


important role alongside 
frontline ambulance staff 
in making sure patients 
get appropriate help 
quickly and efficiently. 

“You can make a big 
difference by just carry¬ 
ing out a few simple 
skills that we can teach 
you.” 

Also at the Fonmon 
Castle event were 
Richard Lee, head of 
clinical services at the 
Welsh Ambulance 
Service, and medical 
devices manager Jon 
Wilson, who joined 
forces with the British 
Heart Foundation (BHF) 
Cymru on its stand to 
demonstrate life-saving 
CPR to the crowds. 

BHF Cymru was pro¬ 
moting its ‘No Time To 
Wait’ appeal, a Wales¬ 
wide fundraising initia¬ 


tive to enable more peo¬ 
ple to be trained in 
emergency life-support 
skills and to place more 
defibrillators in locations 
across Wales, with help 
from the Welsh 
Ambulance Service. 

Richard said: “Once 
somebody suffers a car¬ 
diac arrest every minute 
counts. As well as good 
quality CPR, the patient 
needs to be treated with 
a defibrillator. We are 
delighted to support 
BHF Cymru’s ‘No Time 
To Wait’ appeal.” 

He added: “We taught 
visitors at the event how 
to administer CPR and 
how to use a defibrilla¬ 
tor. Hopefully, they went 
away feeling confident 
they could give someone 
a chance of survival in a 
real emergency.” 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 




i, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new famllyl 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


MAN DIES FOLLOWING A 
ROAD TRAFFIC COLLISION 


SOUTH Wales Police have 
confirmed that a 49-year- 
old man involved in the col¬ 
lision on Llantrisant Road 
in the early hours of 
Sunday, September 1, has 
since died of his injuries. 

The man was from the local 
area and his family is being sup¬ 
ported by specially-trained offi¬ 
cers. 

The A4222 incident occurred 


just opposite the fire station at 
00:45am. 

The pedestrian was in colli¬ 
sion with a white minibus as it 
was travelling towards Talbot 
Green. 

He was taken to the Royal 
Glamorgan Hospital with serious 
injuries. 

Officers investigating the col¬ 
lision are appealing for informa¬ 
tion. 

They’d like to speak to any¬ 


one who saw what happened, or 
who stopped at the scene to assist 
following the collision. 

They’d also like to speak to 
anyone who may have seen the 
vehicle being driven, or the 
pedestrian, in the moments lead¬ 
ing up to the incident. 

Anyone with information, is 
asked to contact the South Wales 
Police Roads Policing Unit on 
101, or Crime stoppers, free and 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111. 


‘Classic case of 
non-planning* 


THE proposed 
development of 79 
houses on Primrose 
Hilly Cowbridge, 
would be a worthy 
achievement of our 
planning depart¬ 
ment, of which I 
expect they will be 
proud. 

We recently saw 
another proposal for 
new houses on the for¬ 
mer Llandow airfield 
site turned down, though 
it offered an opportunity 
for positive, sustainable, 
integrated planning on 
an unloved site that is 
lying around waiting for 
some creative planning. 

By contrast, the 
Primrose Hill site is a 
crass piece of haphaz¬ 
ard, opportunist devel¬ 
opment of a very visible 
and attractive site with 
an established use (agri¬ 
culture) outside the nat- 


READER’S 

VIEW 

ural ‘urban fence’of the 
town. 

The Llandow proposal 
could have brought a 
great public benefit, in a 
branch of planning for 
which Britain was once 
a world leader (new set¬ 
tlements) and would sup¬ 
port a larger proportion 
of much-needed afford¬ 
able housing with com¬ 
munity infrastructure to 
match. 

Instead, we see a 
classic example of non¬ 
planning of which the 
chief beneficiary will be 
a rich landowner max¬ 
imising the value of one 
of his many assets. 

In the Vale of 
Glamorgan, this passes 
for planning. 

Jim Grove FRTPI (Rtd) 
Cowbridge 


Ten days left 
for ^Creepy 
reading 
Challenge’ 


THE Creepy House 
Reading Challenge 
finishes on 

Saturday, 
September 14 - so 
there is still plenty 
of time to read your 
library books and 
finish the challenge! 

All youngsters need 
to do is read up to six 
library books, fill in 
their Creepy House 
folder then go back to 
the local library, to get 
signed off by a mem¬ 
ber of the library staff 
and receive a gold 
medal. 

Cowbridge librari¬ 
an, Melanie Weeks 


said: “A total of 314 
children from more 
than ten local schools 
signed up for the 
Creepy House 

Reading Challenge at 
the town library over 
the summer holidays, 
making it our best 
year yet. 

“We’re now 

encouraging everyone 
who signed up to fin¬ 
ish reading their six 
books ,so that they can 
complete the Reading 
Challenge.” 
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TWO MEN ARE JAILED 

FOR ‘HORRIFIC’ ATTACK 


A PUB employee was 
a victim of an “horrif¬ 
ic”, unprovoked 
attack at the hands of 
two men as he walked 
home from work in 
Barry, writes AJ 
SICLUNA, 

Tony Dell was 
punched, kicked and 
stamped on the head. 

Cardiff Crown Court 


heard that at one stage, a 
woman shouted at the 
pair: “Why don’t you 
stop being bullies?” 

Sonny Hannah (18) of 
Laleston Close, Barry, 
and Thomas Jenkins (19) 
of Winston Road, Barry, 
each admitted a charge of 
causing actual bodily 
harm. 

Hannah, who had been 
in custody for 46 days. 


was sentenced to a deten¬ 
tion training order for a 
year, and Jenkins was 
sent to a young offender 
institution for 15 months. 

Judge Philip Richards 
said: “This was an horrif¬ 
ic attack on a young man. 
Fortunately, without any 
thanks to you, he escaped 
with injuries which were 
not gravely serious.” 

He added: “But I am 


Dinas Wuidoivs Lkl 


CELEBRATING 



YEARS 


Windows • Doors • Conservatories 
Porches • Fascia • Soffits • Guttering 

We also do repair work to windows and doors 


Telephone 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry 

www.dmaswmdows.co.uk 


sure the attack caused 
him a great deal of fear. It 
would be outrageous if 
persons such as you, who 
behaved in a vicious, vio¬ 
lent way, should escape 
with a non-custodial sen¬ 
tence.” 

Prosecutor Nicholas 
Gareth Jones said that in 
the early hours of May 7, 
Mr Dell, who was in his 
early 20s, was walking 
home along Merthyr 
Dyfan Road. 

A car containing the 
defendants drove past 
and he was shouted at. 

They got out, and he 
was punched in the face 
by Jenkins, who said: 
“You are a ... grass”. Mr 
Dell didn’t understand, 
and Jenkins punched him 
again. 

Hannah grabbed him. 


punched him to the head 
and dragged him into the 
road. 

The two defendants, 
said Mr Jones, had hold 
of him and he was 
punched in the lower 
back and stamped to the 
head. 

“He could not see 
properly, and was kicked 
several times,” added the 
prosecution. 

The pair returned to 
the car and drove off, and 
Mr Dell called 999. But 
soon after, the defendants 
found him hiding in a 
garden. When a police 
van appeared, Mr Dell 
said: “Do what you want, 
the coppers are here.” 

The men were arrested 
and Mr Dell was physi¬ 
cally sick. 

Jenkins claimed he 
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had separated Hannah 
and Mr Dell, and Hannah 
said he delivered just one 
punch. 

Said Mr Jones: “This 
was a wholly unpro¬ 
voked attack in the 
street.” 

Jenkins was said to 
have a conviction for 
affray, and Hannah con¬ 
victions for causing dam¬ 
age, affray and possess¬ 
ing an offensive weapon. 

Kevin Seal, for 
Jenkins, said he had writ¬ 
ten to the victim express¬ 
ing remorse and had 
hoped to join the Army. 

It was not, said Mr 
Seal, in any way a 
revenge attack. 

“.Jen ki ns should never 
have become involved. 
He has let himself and his 
family down, and he has 
no-one to blame but him¬ 
self.” 

Adam Sharpe, for 
Hannah, said: “This case 
has had a great impact on 
him. His confrontation 
was inexcusable”. 

At an early age, he 
said, Hannah had had 
behavioural problems 
and had not received any 
education. A brother, 
aged 22, died from a 
heroin overdose. 

“With assistance, he 
could turn things 
around,” said Mr Sharpe. 

Jenkins was ordered to 
pay a victim surcharge of 
£100, and Hannah a vic¬ 
tim surcharge of £20. 
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Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on Twitter? 
Find us @gem_inews 


SLIDING DOOR WARDROBE 

Town & County Bedrooms have now put together the largest range of sliding door 
wardrobes in Wales (possibly the UK). As well as our own Made to Measure high qualit 


% 


Town & County Bedrooms have now put together the largest range of sliding door 
wardrobes in Wales (possibly the UK). As well as our own Made to Measure high quality 
wardrobes in the Classic, Sorrento and Volante ranges, we now offer the highest quality 
German ranges, offering literally thousands more variations. So, if it’s fitted or free¬ 
standing sliding door wardrobes that you want, come and take a look at the best choice 
around. All our wardrobe systems are installed by professionals and with our best ever 
Autumn sale now on, we don’t think you’ll find better deals and better quality. 




% 





Ten Good Reasons to use Town & Country Bedrooms 

1. High quality Sliding Door Systems 
2.5 or 10 Year Guarantee on all ranges* 

3. Installed by Professionals 

4. Freestanding Robes from £499 installed 

5. Fitted Robes from £999 installed 

6. Testimonials available 

7. Largest choice in Wales 

8. Local established family company 

9. View our work online in customers homes 

10. Soft close doors available on most ranges 



Town 6 « Country D#dro«*rH ^ 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 
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CeSIGH MAJtfACTlJK WSTALL 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend industriai Est. 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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BAY’S LATEST IS ALL 
PAIN, BUT NO GAIN! 


M ichael 

BAY has 
been some¬ 
thing of a whipping 
boy for film critics, 
his films being 
accused of relying 
too heavily on CGI 
and bombast rather 
than actual story¬ 
telling, and of look¬ 
ing superb but lack¬ 
ing in substance. 

It's a criticism that the 
director attempts to 
address with Pain And 
Gain, a true story that 
tells of how three body¬ 
builders (Mark 

Wahlberg, Dwayne 
Johnson and Anthony 
Mackie), tired of seeing 
others make money and 
live the high life, are 
caught up in an extortion 
and kidnapping scheme 
that soon spirals wildly 
out of control, putting 
their lives at risk... 


Love him or loathe 
him, you know what 
you’re getting from 
Michael Bay; high- 
octane action, fast cars, 
scantily-clad women, 
golden sunsets, his direc¬ 
torial style playing like a 
checklist. 

Given that he achieves 
this on a huge budget, the 
thought of seeing Bay 
make a film on a lower 
scale, a more intimate 
picture, with a story he 
has long wanted to bring 
to screen was an intrigu¬ 
ing one - would the 
director tame his excess¬ 
es and produce some¬ 
thing with subtlety and 
nuance. 

The answer is, perhaps 
unsurprisingly, no. Pain 
And Gain a lurid, gaudy 
tale of greed, deceit and 
bodybuilding that looks 
just like every other 
Michael Bay film and 
has the same defect that 
every Michael Bay film 
has - that beneath its 


Countdown to 
Cowbridge Music 
Festival begins! 


THE fourth 

Cowbridge Music 

Festival is just around 
the corner! Starting 
on Friday, September 

13, with six concerts 
and over 20 top musi¬ 
cians from all over 
Europe, it promises to 
live up to the reputa¬ 
tion it has already 
gained for bringing 
great classical music 
to Cowbridge and the 
Vale. 

The festival always 
tries to appeal to as many 
music lovers as possible 
by providing a wide vari¬ 
ety of classical music 
from all periods and gen¬ 
res. It opens with a con¬ 
cert of three of the great¬ 
est piano trios, played by 
the Sitkovetsky Trio, 
three young stars already 
enjoying an international 
reputation. They play 
Brahms, Mendelssohn 
and Schubert. 

Then on September 

14, celebrated tenor 
Wynne Evans joins the 
classical/ folk group Tii I 
Dve - making a return 
visit - to take the festival 
audience on a musical 
journey across Europe, 
from Wales to their 
homelands, with their 
own special take on tra¬ 
ditional songs with virtu¬ 
oso instrumental accom¬ 
paniment. 

On September 16, 
string players from 
Wales, Switzerland, 
Germany, Hungary and 
Iceland, including some 
familiar figures from pre¬ 
vious years, come to 
Cowbridge again to form 
the Eestival Camerata - 
and perform one of the 
best known and popular 
of the larger chamber 
works, the Mendelssohn 
Octet. Elgar and Vivaldi 
are also in the pro¬ 
gramme. 

The Young Artists’ 
Recital on September 20 
features one of Wales’ 
most gifted young musi¬ 


cians, cellist Steffan 
Morris, with Swiss 
pianist Lucas Buclin, 
well known from previ¬ 
ous years as the festival’s 
silent movie pianist. His 
programme will include 
a specially commis¬ 
sioned piece by young 
Cowbridge composer, 
Gareth Moorcraft, as 
well as sonatas by 
Debussy and Eranck. 

Seven more young 
musicians, three cellists 
and four singers, will be 
honing their skills in a 
day of masterclasses at 
Cowbridge 
Comprhensive School on 
September 21, with the 
expert help of singer 
Gary Griffiths and cellist 
Alice Neary. 

This event starts at 
10am for the cellists and 
2pm for the singers. 
Entrance is free. 

In the evening, some¬ 
thing quite different can 
be heard in the Ballroom 
of the Duke of 
Wellington. O Duo, two 
much sought-after stars 
from the world of percus¬ 
sion, play a dazzling pro¬ 
gramme of music from 
three centuries. 

The festival closes on 
September 27, with a 
concert that is sure to 
appeal to all lovers of 
vocal and harp music. 
Two of Wales’ favourite 
young performers, bari¬ 
tone Gary Griffiths and 
harpist Hannah Stone, 
Royal Harpist to Prince 
Charles, perform a vari¬ 
ety of songs by Mozart, 
Britten, Schubert, 

Wagner and Handel. 

Apart from O Duo and 
the Masterclass Day, all 
the concerts are in Holy 
Cross Church. Tickets 
(£12 adults, £10 conces¬ 
sions, £1 children and 
students) are available 
from Xantippe on 
Cowbridge High Street 
or on-line via the website 
www.cowbridgemu 
sicfestival.co.uk 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


shiny hood lies an empty 
shell devoid of any 
humanity or connection. 

That the events of the 
film are true makes it 
even more shocking, but 
fitting that it’s Bay who 
brings it to the big 
screen. It's almost a noir, 
but dripping in Day-Glo 
and soundtracked by rap 
and rock music (think the 
Coens’ Blood Simple but 
far more tasteless), and 
while Bay may have a 
lower budget, he doesn’t 
scrimp on the gun fights, 
fast cars and action. 

There is a sense of a 
film director trying to 
reconnect with his base 
motives, the use of hand¬ 
held cameras and clever 
editing giving the film a 
style and panache, but it 
all feels so very Bay. 

The performances fol¬ 
low a similar path, with 
the elements played for 
(black) comedic effect 
rather than the harrowing 
story that it could have 
been, and while Mark 
Wahlberg continues to 
show the makings of a 
good comedy actor, the 


likes of Dwayne 
Johnson, Anthony 
Mackie and Rebel 
Wilson manage to wring 
the pathos out of their 
characters when not 
involved in the ridiculous 
story. 

The main problem 
with Pain And Gain is 
that there’s just no char¬ 
acter you can connect 
with - all these people 
are just a gallery of 
grotesques, caught up in 
their own selfish worlds, 
with the most forgiveable 
characters downplayed in 
favour of the more 
morally bankrupt ones. 

With Bay returning to 
the comforting world of 
Transformers for his next 
film, his diversion into 
low-key filmmaking 
doesn’t herald the hoped- 
for results. 

While the strength of a 
true artist can be meas¬ 
ured by their success 
when stripped down to 
their basic elements, 
when you strip Michael 
Bay down all you get is 
just more of the same - 
and that's not necessarily 
a good thing. 

VERDICT - A film 
that takes a ridiculous 
real-life story and man¬ 
ages to make it even 
more ridiculous. Pain 
And Gain needs to be 
watched with a sense of 
irony. With morally 
bankrupt characters, 
there is little humanity on 
the film, something that 
the flashy visuals can’t 
manage to mask. Poor. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Bad Boys 

(1995), Confessions of a 
Dangerous Mind (2002) 



TICKETS £ 10.00 

(including lunch - Pork Bap and Salad) 

Children £5.00 (under 2 free) 

Available from The Six Bells, Penmark 

Tel 01446 710229 


Rob Barbour 
Nigel Hart and his Band 
Andrew Matthews & Baroc 
Brother Steve and 
The Striplights 

with supporting acts including Llancarfan School 
Choir,The Vale of Glamorgan Brass Band, Will John, 
Andy Johnson, Scott Horbin and many others. 


In the Orchard behind the Church 

Gates open 12.00 • Penmark Bell Ringers 12.30 
Cash Bar for Drinks and Snacks • Cash Barbecue from 
6.00pm ‘Toilets • Free Car Parking 

COVERED SEATING IN CASE IT RAINS 
(but it never does!) 
Sponsored by The Six Bells, 
Pen £ Paper, RAN Tool Hire 

Acts Subject to Change - Profits in aid ofVillage Hall Funds 


WWW.PENMARK.ORG 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Vale AM’s 
surgery 
THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be hold¬ 
ing a surgery on 
Friday, September 
6 at Trinity Church 
Hall, Trinity Street, 
Barry from 4pm to 
6pm. No appoint¬ 
ment necessary. 

Camera club 

BARRY Camera Club 
meets every Friday 
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
between September 
and May at St Francis 
Millennium Centre, 
Porth-y-Castell, Barry 


Garden Suburb, Barry, 
CF62 6NX. New mem¬ 
bers welcome, with no 
obligation to join. 
Alternatively, for more 
information visit 
www.barrycamera- 
club.co.uk. 

Garden open 

BORDERVALE Plants, 
Sandy Lane, 
Ystradowen, CE71 7SX 
will be open to the pub¬ 
lic under the National 
Garden scheme from 
10am - 5pm on 
September 6. 

Admission £3. 

Lib-Dem 
surgery 
LIB-DEM AM 


ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE & 
LITERATURE 
GCSE 

Home tuition. 
Tel: Jane Thomas 

(B Ed Hons) 

07871 901046 


Eluned Parrott (for 
south Wales cen¬ 
tral) will be holding 
a surgery on 
(September 6) at 
Morrisons 
Supermarket, 
Penny Way, Barry 



AL 

at Amelia Trust Farm 

Five Mile Lane (A4226) between 
Barry & Bonvilston) 


Saturday 
14th September 


Sunday 

15th September 


(Starts 11am) 
Crafts & Food Stalls 
Children’s 
Activities 
Competitions 


(Starts 12pm) 

Dog Show 
(Starts 1.30pm) 
Live Music 
Bouncy Castle 
Harvest Service 3pm 


For further details: 01446 782030 

www.ameliatrust.org.uk 


CF63 4BA between 
1pm and 2pm. 

Councillors’ 

advice 

DYFAN Labour coun¬ 
cillors Claire Curtis 
and Anthony Powell 
will hold a drop-in 
advice surgery for resi¬ 
dents of Dyfan ward on 
Saturday, September 7 
at Buttrills Community 
Centre on North Walk, 
from Ham-12pm. No 
appointment is neces¬ 
sary. 

Council 
open day 
BARRY Town 
Council will be 
holding an open 
day at Merthyr 
Dyfan chapel, in the 
grounds of Merthyr 
Dyfan cemetery on 
Saturday 
September 7 
between 10am and 
3pm, in conjunction 
with the open doors 
project (European 
Heritage Days). 

There will be repre¬ 
sentatives present from 
Glamorgan Family 
History, Vale Funeral 
Services, Welsh 
Genealogy Services and 
Glamorgan Archives. 

Refreshments will be 
available for a small 
donation to the Mayor’s 
charities (The JAM Fund 
and Ty Hapus). 

Valeways 

walks 

ON Sunday, September 


The Caeffatri 


Castle View, Bridgend 



Newly 

refurbished 


Meals served Mon -Thurs 12 - 9pm. 

Fri & Sat 12 - 9.30pm. Sundays 12- 5pm 


The full menu is now available and is the 
same as our sister pub The Highwayman, 
Rhoose - including steaks, fresh fish, pasta 
plus lots more, including the famous 
'Condemned Mans Meal'. 



Traditional Sunday 
Lunch and full menu 

Served 12-5pm 

• Kids Special Menu 
• Takeaway Sunday lunch available 


Over 60's Special Menu 
Mon ' Sat 12’3pm 

Traditional fresh home cooked 
meals - superb choice 



I POW I 
I Hospital \ 


SatNav 
CF311NJ 


- To M4 Coity Rd Town Centre - 


Fully refurbished large 
Function Room available. 

01656 660668 


Stagecoach 
duo’s triumph 
in stage show 



Matt and Siwan in the balcony scene. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


8 at 2.30pm, ‘A walk 
through Norman 
times’, starting outside 
the church at Penmark. 

On Thursday, 
September 12 at 
10.30am, the Coffee 
Shop Strollers meet at 
Rhoose railway station. 

Walks last for 60-90 
minutes except the 
‘Coffee Shop Strollers’ 
which is an easy walk, 
accessible to all. 

TOP advice 

TAXHELP for Older 
People (TOP) will offer 
free professional advice 
to older people on a 
restricted income at 
Roz Couzens’ 

Chiropody Surgery, 
Unit 4, Commercial 
House, Commercial 
Street, Llantwit Major 
CE61 IRB on 
September 9 from 10am 
- midday. No appoint¬ 
ment is necessary. 

To access the TOP’S 
helpline, telephone 0845 
6013321, or 01308 
488066. 

Home visits can also 
be arranged via this 
helpline for people 
unable to attend the sur¬ 
gery. 

Harvest festival 

HOLY Trinity 

Presbyterian Church in 
Barry holds a harvest fes¬ 
tival service on Sunday, 
September 15 at 6pm in 
the Lower Church. All 
are welcome. Goods will 
be donated to the Vale 
Food Bank. 

Harvest 

Home 

A HARVEST Home is 
the title of a floral 
demonstration to be 
given by Sally Taylor, of 
Yate, to members and 
friends of Barry Eloral 
Society, on September 
10 . 

The meeting will take 
place at St Nicholas Hall, 
St Nicholas Road, Barry 
at 2.15pm. New mem¬ 
bers are welcome. 


Craft fair 

AN Enfys craft fair 
will be held on 
Saturday, 
September 7 at 
Barry’s St Ffransis 
Millennium Hall, 
Park Road from 
10am - 4pm. 

Admission is free and 
crafts include paintings, 
fascinators, cushions, 
scented hearts and can¬ 
dles, photographic and 
painted cards and paper¬ 
weights, jewellery, fabric 
crafts, knitted items, 
watches and many more. 

At each fair Kathy of 
West End Cakes makes a 
special cake to raffle for 
the charity of the month. 

At the August fair 
over £50 was raised for 
The Amelia Trust Farm. 
The winner was young 
Dylan Spragg. 

On September 7, the 
free charity table will be 
taken up by the local 
Bamardo’s committee. 


TO huge audience 
acclaim, students 
from Stagecoach 
schools throughout 
the UK, Europe 
and North America 
joined together for 
a dazzling produc¬ 
tion of the classic 
American musical 
West Side Story at 
the Leatherhead 
Theatre, London. 

Three of those talent¬ 
ed young performers 
were from Stagecoach 
Bridgend and 
Cowbridge. Matthew 
Bartlett, Oliver Bartlett 
and Siwan Wyn 
Henderson successfully 
auditioned earlier in the 
year, beating competi¬ 
tion of 600 others to 


NATURAL voice 
singing creates a 
sense of wellbeing, 
brings communites 
together and gives 
the opportunity to 
create sounds of 
power and beauty. 

Natural voice singing 
is about celebrating the 
voice you were bom 
with, rather than trying 
to train it to an ideal of 
perfection. 

We welcome all voic¬ 
es into a group without 
audition, working to 
make a ‘group sound’. 
We make learning by ear 


join the cast of West 
Side Story. 

Not only did they 
impress the producers 
and directors to gain 
places in the company, 
but Siwan was cast in 
the lead role as Maria, 
and Matthew played 
opposite her in the lead 
role of Tony. 

With high energy 
dance routines, emotive 
acting and magnificent 
singing throughout, it 
was a triumphant pro¬ 
duction. 

The new term at 
Stagecoach Theatre Arts 
starts soon. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, call Helene on 
01446 772727. 


accessible to the whole 
group so that nobody 
needs to be able to read 
music. 

Everyone who wants 
to can enjoy singing - 
there’s safety in num¬ 
bers. All material is 
taught by ear, no experi¬ 
ence or skill is neces¬ 
sary. 

All ages, voices and 
ability welcome. Check 
term dates, find out 
more, or book by con¬ 
tacting Celia Webb on 
07904 337301; 

WWW. singplicity. org. 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
790. 

• £2,000: 779377. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£5,500, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 334494, 
360846, 387570, 

148013, 298947, 

579712, 559858, 

697435, 636144, 

583148, 122813, 

828430, 896686, 
316758, 552221, 

967372, 512217, 

190539, 245071, 

843337. 

• £5: 659947, 
787348, 842763, 

866316, 746454, 

942164, 835235, 
690743, 149911, 

112255, 215495, 

504303, 648039, 


532030, 163434, 

345653, 243512, 

747317, 419446, 

522990, 405088, 

797127, 295184, 

444438, 184579, 

503962, 467348, 

489402, 297985, 

171074, 215085, 

133917, 634212, 

401423, 443000, 

613660, 316120, 

603631, 854943, 

103737, 443745, 

283886, 216668, 

879825, 329815, 

462135, 776872, 

643101, 816686, 

428108, 478953, 

861897, 506724, 

642114, 606223, 1229, 
00893, 00668, 001288, 
001791. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or o mi ssions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery informa¬ 
tion please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


BUILTH WELLS ANTIQUES FAIR 

Up to 1000 stands inside and outside 
One of the biggest in the UK 
The International Antiques Fair of Wales 
THE ROYAL SHOWGROUND LD2 3SY 
7th and 8th September 2013,10am-5pm 
Admission £5 - early entry Saturday 8.30am £10 
UK and overseas exhibitors in 2 massive stall-filled halls - eight huge 
drive in buildings plus outside stands all across the showground. 
Fine jewellery from £50-£10,000,18th and 19th century furniture, dressers, 
desks, bookcases, chests, wardrobes, tables, chairs, longcase and bracket clocks, 
silver items, fine porcelain, Worcester, Derby, Linton, Moorcroft, Doulton etc. 
Toys, glass, linen, textiles, fine paintings by leading artists. Medals, militaria, 
stamps, postcards, prime coins and tens of thousands of collectables. 

01584 873634 • 07703 558600 • 07831 672211 
www.continuityfairs.co.uk 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

IqCEAN LOUNGED 

{ '^PORTHKERRY2a- I 

t WE ARE NOW OPEN; t 

t THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS i 
* ALL DAY & EVENING ON SUNDAYS * 

t ————— 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
plus Bingo 


I KARAOKE i 

t EVERY FRIDAY * 

{ J 

* Saturday 7th September * 
t JAMES ALEXANDER i 

I Fabulous Award- J 

i Winning Vocalist J 

i i 

^ Saturday 14th September t 

t ANDY DAVIES * 

{ Great Vocal Entertainer j 

t Saturday 21 St September $ 

I ALIZE ADELLE % 

t Female Vocalist t 

j - >*• 

1^ Traditional ^ 

t SUNDAY ROAST t 
t Only £7.95 $ 

{ CAR BOOT SALE j 

M EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

^ To find us - click directions© j 

M www.firejoust.com J 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 




Goodibox winners 

THERE were two lucky winners of The 
recent GEM competition, run in conjunc¬ 
tion with Gastro Alfresco. 

Mrs Karen Rowe ofPorthcawl, and Mrs Davies 
of Rhoose both receive a Gastro Alfresco 
Goodibox. For more information, visit www.gastro- 
alfresco.com 

• Keep looking in your GEM for more fantastic 
reader competitions! 

Natural voice singing 


£ y • f ^ Natural 

K - u i-.-.. -- . ^ Group 

Starts Tuesday 10th September and 
every Tuesday after at 12 noon-1.30pm 
New Beginners’ Class Tues 10th Sept 10-1 lam 

For further information, tel: 07904 337301 
WWW.SINGPLICITY.ORG 

The Minstrel Room, Little Shop of Calm, 1 Westgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7AQ. ALL WELCOME 
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Open enrolment 
extended into 
September 

Due to the high volume of applications for courses in 
some areas at Cardiff and Vale College, we are extending 
open enrolment into September. 

We are still processing applications on some courses and 
others hove spaces available. For courses with spaces visit 
www.cavc.ac.uk/enrolment ortall us now before coming 
to extended open enrolnrvent. 



QUI www.cavc.ac.uk 
Tel: 030 30 301010 


Vmrestru agored 
yn cael ei y mestyn 
iMedi 


Am fod nifer fawr yn ymgeisio am gyrsiau mewn rhai 
meysydd yng Ngholeg Caerdydd a'r Fro, rydym yn 
ymestyn yr ymrestru agored i Medi. 

Rydym dal yn prosesu ceisiadou or roi cyrsiou oc mae 
lleoedd gwag or goel or eraill. Ar gyfer cyrsicu sydd 6 
lleoedd gwag ewch i www.cavc.ac.uk/ 9 mrestru neu 
ffoniwch ni nawr cyn dod 1 ymrestru agored estynedig. 



# D 


QjD www.cavc.ac.uk 

Ff6n:03030301010 
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GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 


Empty aerosol kerbside recycling VALE CYCLE SERVICING 


E mpty or drained 
aerosols can be 
recycled convenient¬ 
ly every week, as part of 
your kerbside recycling 
collection. 

Recycling team member Les 
White asks you not to pierce, 
flatten or crush aerosol contain¬ 
ers before recycling them, advis¬ 


ing: “It would be helpful to 
remove lids before adding to 
your recycling container; they 
will be recycled separately as a 
plastic item.’’’’ 

Metal (one of the main materi¬ 
als that aerosols are made up of) 
is one of the easiest materials to 
recycle; both steel and alumini¬ 
um can be recycled again and 
again. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council 


cabinet member for the environ¬ 
ment and visible services, Coun 
Rob Curtis, suggests: “There are 
plenty of types of aerosol that 
can be included in your blue bag 
or green recycling box in the 
Vale. 

“Consider empty furniture 
polish, air fresheners, shaving 
products, paints and deodorant 
aerosols. ” 
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T hanks to 

all of you 
who stopped 
to chat and enquire 
about the varying 
levels of service 
Vale Cycling 
Servicing) VCS 
offer. 

One of the main 
questions was “where 
are we based?” Good 
news - we come to you! 


bike repair and servic¬ 
ing, as well as the tradi¬ 
tional bike shop repair 
services, all with FREE 
collect and return across 
the Vale at your conven¬ 
ience. 

So, after a great sum¬ 
mer’s riding, don’t give 
up for winter. Pre-win¬ 
ter servicing can be car¬ 
ried out to see your 
trusty steed through the 
worst of it and safely 
into spring. Contact us 


VCS provide mobile for further information. 


A chance to make your 
future home an ideal one 


Thinking of taking out a mortgage? 





clear and concise 
financial advice 


84 High Street, Barry Lt 

e: 0300 d03 


CF62 7DX 

Telephone: 0300 303 8525 
www.cbkwales.co.uk 
Email: info@cbkwales.co.uk 


CBK Wales is a trading style of CBK (Sv^ansea) Ltd which is an 
appointed representative of TenetConnect Services Ltd which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up the 
repayments on the mortgage. There will be o fee for mortgage 
advice. The precise amount will depend on your circumstances, 
but we estimate that it will be £450. 


w 


thomast^ 



SPECIAL OFFER 

IFREE INSTALLATION 
ON KITCHENS! 

Subject to terms and conditions. 

Also an impressive range of 
bedroom furniture ... 



ITH some 
lenders 
cutting 
mortgage rates to 
some of their low¬ 
est ever levels, 
many would-be 
borrowers may be 
thinking of moving 
house, re-mortgag- 
ing, or even buying 
their first home. 

A recent report by 
the Halifax suggests 
that mortgages are 
now at their most 
affordable since 1999. 

Whilst rates of less 
than 1.50 per cent 
may sound very 
tempting, it is worth 
considering more than 
just the headline rates 
of the hest-huy tables, 
when you are taking 
on a long-term com¬ 
mitment such as a 
mortgage. 

Some of the lower 
rates have high fees, 
which means you 


could pay more over¬ 
all than a deal with 
lower fees, or you may 
need a large deposit to 
qualify for the lower 
rate. 

Consider also the 
rate of interest your 
mortgage reverts to at 
the end of the initial 
deal period, and if you 
will be able to afford 
an increase in month¬ 
ly payments. 

Think about the 
costs of surveys and 
legal fees (some 
lenders offer to cover 
these costs), the type 
of mortgage that 
would suit you best, 
and the length of time 
for which you are pre¬ 
pared to be tied-in to 
your deal. 

For independent, 
whole-of-market mort¬ 
gage advice, contact 
CBK Wales, on 0300 
303 8525. 


D O you know if your 
products carry a 
CE mark ? 

Are your fitters MTC 
qualified? 

These are just some of the 
changes in safety legislation that 
have taken place recently. 

All work done by Euture Ideal 
Homes Ltd comes with the CE 
mark to comply with legislation 
and all our installers carry the 
Minimum Technical Competency 
(MTCs) which is now a require¬ 
ment set out by Building 
Regulations. 

We are renowned as a compa¬ 


ny you can rely on and who 
deliver only the highest standard 
of workmanship. 

To maintain this level of work 
all our staff are fully trained and 
qualified in their own field of 
expertise. 

We are also members of 
Network Veka - an independent 
organisation set up to give cus¬ 
tomers peace of mind. 

It means that you have select¬ 
ed a highly-respected and profes¬ 
sional company who constantly 
monitor our performance to 
ensure we maintain high stan¬ 
dards - not only because it is 
necessary for our continued 


membership but also to ensure 
all our work and products meet 
the required standards. 

As a family run company, we 
understand what is needed to 
make a happy home. We take 
great pride in knowing most of 
our enquiries come via recom¬ 
mendation and we like to think 
our high standards will encour¬ 
age this. 

For further details, advice or 
even a viewing of works carried 
out by Future Ideal Homes Ltd, 
please contact our sales team 
free on 0800 032 0921 or 01446 
733455. 


Now you, too, 
can enjoy 
luxury living! 


Future Ideal 
Homes Ltd 

Installing TVust and Peace of Mind 

Future Ideal Homes Ltd are your one stop 
shop for all your Home Improvements 


^ Bespoke Kitchens, 

Bathrooms and Bedrooms 
0 " All aspects of PVC-u 
Windows Doors and 
Conservatories 


0 ^ Orangeries/Conversions 
^ Vertex tile effect roof 
0 Build and Maintenance 
0 Repairs 

...and much much more all 
through one company 



.662665 
: 451612 

Visit us at ®' 

4 Derwen Road, Bridgend CF31 ILH 
I enquiries @ thomaskitchensandbedrooms .co.uk 

I www.thomaskitcheiisandbedrooiiis.co.uk 


H ere at 

Thomas 
Kitchens & 
Bedrooms, we 
believe that ‘Home 
is where the Heart 
is’. 

This is why we are 
committed to provid¬ 
ing quality products 
at affordable prices - 
so that everyone can 
enjoy the luxury of a 
beautiful kitchen or 
bedroom, whatever 
the budget, whether 
it be of a traditional, 
contemporary, or 


modern design. 

We have a variety 
of special offers, flexi¬ 
ble design appoint¬ 
ments, quality prod¬ 
ucts at competitive 
prices, a welcoming 
showroom, and over 
20 years’ installation 
experience. 

And for a limited 
period, if you place 
an order before 
October 31, we can 
offer pre-Christmas 
installation. 



Future Ideal Homes Ltd 


For your FREE, no obligation 
quote call us free today on 

0800 0320921 

Book to visit our showrooms now via appointment 
only by contacting one of our friendly team 
on 01446 733455 or visit our website: 

www.futureidealhonnesltd.com 




™SAJ 
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PORTHCAWL HABERDASHERY 
CELEBRATES 100th BIRTHDAY! 



ABOVE: Norma Rees, Pamela Dyne, Derek A PORTHCAWL 
Harris, Christine Harris and Margaret shop is celebrating 
Bryce-Maund. Us centenary and 

recently, the Mayor 
and members of the 
town council paid a 
visit to present a 
commemorative 
plaque. 

At the Bon Marche, 
the well-known 

Porthcawl haberdashery 
shop, proprietor Derek 
Harris took all the fuss 
in his usual laid-back 
style. 

The shop assistants 
were much more excited 
about the prospect of 
achieving the 100-year 
bench mark than Derek. 

Pamela Dyne, a niece 
of Derek’s, has been 



ABOVE: The Centenary cake. 


Report and photographs 

by KEITH E MORGAN 


serving in the shop for 
about 17 years, while 
Norma Rees is well on 
her way to a half centu¬ 
ry, having been with Bon 
Marche for 46 years. 

Mrs Janet Lock on 
behalf of the Porthcawl 
Horticultural Society, 
presented Derek with a 
decorated cake, made 
especially for the occa¬ 
sion by Mrs Judith 
Orphan. 

The main shop has 
always been at No 79 
John Street since it was 
started in 1913, and 
there used to be a wool 
shop next door. 


Also, for a time there 
was a second Bon 
Marche, located further 
up the street next to 
today’s Regal Travel. 

On this auspicious 
occasion, the Mayor of 
Porthcawl, Coun Mike 
Clarke, accompanied by 
Couns. Sean Aspey and 
Lorrie Desmond- 

Williams, visited the Bon 
Marche. 

On behalf of 
Porthcawl Town 

Council, they presented 
Derek Harris with an 
engraved plaque, com¬ 
memorating the cente¬ 
nary. 



ABOVE: View of The Bon Marche, before the slip road 
was built to The Portway. 



ABOVE: The Bon Marche with the Wool Shop alongside. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 

like to have items included in the community news columns 



of The GEM: 



If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 



region, please contact me. 



I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 



every newsworthy subject. 



Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 



1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CE32 9NQ 



TEL: 01656 725399 



email : tynycoedl @yahoo. co. uk 



Local MPs 
explain 
their 

‘Syria’ vote 


Historic 

Buildings 

ANYONE who 
appreciates fine 
architecture and 
historic documents, 
will be welcome at 
St Brides Church, 
Llansantffraid, this 
Saturday, 
September 7, from 
12pm-4pm. 

Burial and marriage 
registers will be open for 
inspection on an open 
day there and at St 
David’s Church, Ogmore 
Vale, from 10am-4pm. 

Foodbanks 

IN the Bridgend county 
between April and May, 
1,346 people (made up 
of 918 adults and 428 
children) required help 
from local food banks. 

This represents a stag¬ 
gering increase of 144 
per cent on the same peri¬ 
od in 2012, when a total 
of 551 were fed (403 
adults and 148 children). 

If anyone who would 
like to volunteer to help 
organise the foodbanks, 
telephone 01656 858713, 
or e-mail bridgendfood- 
bank@aol.com. 

To donate food parcels 
of tinned or dried foods, 
contact any of the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Aberkenfig Centre - 
The Storehouse, 

Aberkenfig Bible Church, 
Tandy Road, Aberkenfig, 
CF32 9PP, Thursdays 
10am-12 noon; 

Betws Centre - Saint 
David’s Church, Betws 
Road, Betws, CF32 8YD, 


telephone 07866 339482, 
Wednesdays 9am-llam; 

Bridgend Centre - 
79A Notion Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 3AA, 
telephone 01656 858713, 
Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays llam-3pm; 

Caerau Centre - 
Noddfa Community 
Centre, Caerau Road, 
Caerau, CF34 OPB, tele¬ 
phone Alan on 07816 
534413, Tuesdays 10am- 
12pm; 

Cornelly Centre - 
Cornelly Community 
Church, 5 Greenfield 
Terrace, Cornelly CF33 
4LW, telephone 07535 
780 213, Thursdays 1pm- 
5pm; 

Maesteg Centre - 
Peniel Evangelical 
Church, Station Street 
Maesteg CF34 9AL, tele¬ 
phone Alan on 07816 
534413, Fridays 11am- 
3pm; 

Pontycymmer Centre - 
Tabernacle Chapel, 
Meadow Street, 

Pontycymmer CF32 
8HG, telephone 

Ann/David 07742 
876814, Fridays 11am- 
2pm; 

Porthcawl Centre - 
Griffin Park Community 
Centre, Griffin Park, 
Porthcawl, telephone 
Alison on 07951 106449 
(Tuesday), or Katie on 
07874 397599 

(Friday), 10am-12pm. 

Parc Slip 
nature reserve 

THE Wildlife Trust will 
be carrying out a sur¬ 
vey on Saturday, 
September 7 from 
11am-1pm; with anoth¬ 


er survey of bats and 
newts on the reserve 
between 8pm-9.30pm 
to explore areas not 
normally open to the 
public. Telephone 
01656 724100 or e-mail 
r.re vera @ welsh- 
wildlife.org. 

There will also be 
surveys on September 
11 from 10am to 12pm, 
and September 12 from 
2pm-3pm. 

Treorchy final 

THE 2013 Treorchy 
eisteddfod young musi- 
cian/singer of the year 
final will be held at the 
Parc and Dare Theatre 
on September 28 at 
7pm. 

Entertainment will be 
provided by class win¬ 
ners and there will be 
three guest choirs, 
Bridgend male choir, 
Bois Goitre-Hen a’r 
Cylch male choir and 
Voices of the Valley 
mixed voice choir. 

Georgia Williams, 
winner of Treorchy’s Got 
Talent contest held at the 
theatre on July 27, will 
also be displaying her 
talents as a vocalist/gui¬ 
tarist. As will the winners 
of the brass quartet cate¬ 
gory ‘the Ospreys’ (with 
the conductor Wyndham 
Williams of the Upper 
Rhondda Brass Band). 

Social evening 

TAKE NOTE, the 
newly formed song and 
dance group, will pro¬ 
vide entertainment, 
which it has titled 
‘Back to School Social 
Night’ in Maesteg 
Harlequins Rugby Club 


on Saturday, 

September 7 starting at 
7.30 pm. 

Tickets cost £5 and a 
buffet is included. 

Ladies choir 

COR Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Maesteg Ladies 
Choir) is holding its 
annual concert in 
Maesteg town hall on 
September 20 under 
musical director Paul 
Deenik-Bradley, with 
accompanist Laura 
Smith. 

The compere will be 
Kevin Johns, and it 
includes a solo act by 
Wyn Davies, a chorister 
with‘Only Men Aloud.’ 

The choir rehearses at 
Celtic RFC, Garth, on 
Wednesday evenings 
from 7pm-9pm. New 
members welcome. 

Carers’ centre 

BRIDGEND Carers’ 
Centre is based at 87 
Park Street, Bridgend, 
CE31 4AZ (telephone 
01656 658471). 

Today (September 5), 
a representative from 
Macmillan welfare rights 
advice service will be 
available from 9.30am to 


1.30pm to advise carers. 

The outreach group is 
at Trinity Church, 
Porthcawl, today to offer 
advice to carers from 
10am-12pm. 

On September 9, 16, 
23 and 30, there will be 
the book Cwtch between 
1pm-2pm. 

On September 10 from 
llam-2pm, parent carers 
with children under 19 
years of age are invited to 
stroll along the beaches 
in Porthcawl to look for 
driftwood, to use in the 
craft activity in October. 
Telephone Davinia at the 
above number for more 
details. 

At Woodlands 

Surgery, Caerau, on 
September 11 from 
9.30am-2.30pm, 
Bridgend Carers’ Centre 
will be holding a drop-in 
session for people to dis¬ 
cuss confidential matters. 

Children’s 

choir 

MAESTEG Children’s 
Choir will be commenc¬ 
ing rehearsals at 
Plasnewydd primary 
school, Castle Street, 
Maesteg on Saturday 


morning, September 7 
at 10am. 

It welcomes new 
members from the 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough and surrounding 
area, aged from 8-17. 

It also needs an expe¬ 
rienced accompanist. For 
more information, tele¬ 
phone 07970 770927. 

Annual 

OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir is holding its 
annual concert this 
year on Saturday, 
September 21 at 7pm in 
the hall at Canolfan 
Bethlehem Centre, 
Commercial Street, 
Ogmore Vale, which 
has full disabled access. 

Open day 

ABERKENEIG 
Community Cafe 
organised at 

Aberkenfig Bible 
Church, Pandy Road, 
for the over 50s, on 
September 6 from 
10am-2pm, holds an 
open day featuring 
workshops, entertain¬ 
ment and information 
stalls. 


IN the past week the 
issue of whether the 
United Kingdom 
should take part in 
military action 
against the Syrian 
regime or not has 
dominated the 
headlines. 

The GEM invited 
local MPs Alun Cairns 
and Madeleine Moon to 
explain how they arrived 
at their decisions to vote. 

Alun Cairns supported 
the Commons’ motion, 
stressing it was a cau¬ 
tious one and indicated a 
further vote was needed 
before action could go 
ahead. 

He said: “With memo¬ 
ries of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, 1 was more 
than reluctant to see our 
country involved in mili¬ 
tary conflict. 

“Yet, the obvious suf¬ 
fering of innocent chil¬ 
dren and civilians on tel¬ 
evision screens is heart¬ 
breaking. 

“Instinctively, 1 am 
opposed to military 
action so 1 urged the 
Prime Minister to devel¬ 
op a consensus. 

“The motion last week 
was very cautions. It was 
specific in demanding a 


further vote before any 
action could take place. 

“It called for a strong 
humanitarian response 
and that any action must 
be legal, proportionate 
and focused on saving 
lives. 

“This required a fur¬ 
ther vote in the House of 
Commons before any 
military action. This is 
why on balance 1 sup¬ 
ported the motion. ’’ 

Madeleine Moon did 
not support the motion 
and said she wanted the 
United Nations to assess 
the evidence collected by 
its inspectors first. 

She said: “1 voted for 
time for the UN inspec¬ 
tors to have time to col¬ 
lect their evidence, 
analysis it and make it 
available for a debate in 
the UN. 

“1 voted to allow the 
UN to take responsibility 
for the use of chemical 
weapons. 

“The UN will be a 
paper tiger until forced 
to take responsibility. 

“There was no clear 
national interest to be 
served, no workable 
strategy identified or 
viable plan put forward 
that 1 could support. ’’ 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 
We will beat any written quote like for like! 

fffinHOnNVTKA IS 

vm 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ji j^ALE loCKmO)'WINDOW 

jyALE locking)* ppORS FITTED’fROM £475 

(YALE LOCKINGj] FRENCH DO^ 

jYALE LOCKING) CON^ 

‘(YALE LOCKmG) COMPOSITE ‘dOORS ‘H‘ffED*FR6M *£79*5 . 


[E] WINDOWS & DOORS 

[0 FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILARLE 

[El FREE VERTICAL RLINDS 

[El WIDE RANGE OF STYLES & FINISHES 

[^ 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 




Voted Best 
Installer - Wales 
2013 by 
Network Veka 

Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


ra 

^ final 


ii/Ai 


r 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 




; NO DEPOSITS 
i& FREE QUOTES 


Scan with 
your 

smartphone 


B.i 


ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 


Free Conservatory 
Design Service 
Available 

We supply & fit 
Fascias, Gutters 
& Downpipes 






FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
nwRJnpnwind^^oni 

.T«.p.,«»..07976 640959 
g Amazing 

j Oai T ihCJf vpilcal blinds with 'ill hou$e 
I of ard doas or coiser^ato^y fitted: 

j ard 102Ft 


Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


VIKANWqilCTS 

GimMit 


—— / 


M.P.N 

MisinsiMiras 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 505770 
BARRY 01446 4392121 07976 640959 
www.mpnwinclows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 
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‘Yappy hour’ a big hit with canine coffee lovers! 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MIKE WILCOCK. 


COWBRIDGE res- 
idents brought 

their canine pets to 
a town coffee shop 
for a special Dogs 
Trust celebration 
last Sunday 

(September 1). 

The event was enti¬ 
tled ‘Yappy Hour’ and 
was staged at Costa 
Coffee to raise funds for 
two charities. 

Dogs Trust’s manager 
in Cowbridge, Jael 
Jones, said: “Our charity 
shop and Costa have 
built up a brilliant rela¬ 
tionship, and they have a 
Dogs Trust bookstand in 
their store and always 
advertise our shop 
events. 

“They didn’t hesitate 
to offer us their garden 
for the event, and so we 


decided that we would 
also raise money for the 
Costa Foundation as a 
‘thank you’ to Marie and 
her staff.) 

Dog owners and their 
pooches were treated to 
a complimentary coffee 
of their choice, and 
home-made dog biscuits 
for their four-legged 
friends on arrival. 

Guests could pur¬ 
chase home-made deco¬ 
rated cupcakes and dog 
biscuits made by staff of 
the charity shop, and 
buy tickets to win one of 
14 generous raffle 
prizes, including lunch 
for two at Costa and a 
Dogs Trust hamper. 


SPECIAL GUEST 

Jael said: “We were 
joined by Alexander 
Mills from The 
Apprentice, who judged 
the fun dog show. 

“Alex was a fantastic 
judge who took his job 
very seriously, spending 
time meeting every dog 
and owner there, taking 
time to hear their stories 
and making informed 
decisions on who should 
win each category. 

“Many of the people 
at the event commented 
on how nice this was. 

“It was so lovely to 
award the black and yel¬ 
low rosettes, hand made 
by a shop volunteer, to 


the winners. 

“The winners were 
Peggy (glamorous girl), 
Charlie (handsome 
hound). Bear (best res¬ 
cue), Tiger Lily (dog 
who looked most like its 
owner) and Darcey, a 
rescue from Dogs Trust 
Bridgend, named ‘Dog 
The Judge Would Like 
To Take Home’. 

“Our thanks go to all 
the dogs and their own¬ 
ers for coming and join¬ 
ing in the fun, Alex 
Mills for being our fan¬ 
tastic judge, staff of 
Costa Cowbridge, raffle 
prize donors, and shop 
volunteers who helped 
on the day. 

“It was such a suc¬ 
cessful event, raising 
almost £200, that we 
will definitely be hold¬ 
ing another ‘Yappy 
Hour’ in the future”. 



ABOVE (left to right): Michelle Underhill and Jael Jones from the Dogs Trust, 
Apprentice Alex Mills, Ingrid Sullivan and Lauren Griffin (Dogs Trust volunteers), 
and Marie Sadler (Costa Coffee manager). 




Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

caILIUa Pcor Poohr 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. Everything 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. , 




DOCTOR 


FREb 

FITTING 


IMITED OFFER 


Afttr. 


After. 


TJie Poor Pot^tor 
01446 688018/01656 360027 
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^ We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


Wartime letter 
prompts search 

M 


Taken for a ride... 


[Y nan 
recently 
Ldied and 
our family cleared 
out her house, 
where she had 
paperwork and 
souvenirs from her 
husband Frank’s 
service during 
World War Two. 

Frank Griffin was 
born in 1915 and was a 
chemical worker from 
Widnes in Cheshire. He 
died of a heart attack in 
the 1970s. 

He served with the 
3rd Battalion The 
Monmouthshire 
Regiment and fought in 
northern Europe during 
1944 and 1945. 

Amongst his old pos¬ 
sessions in the house 
was a letter from a Mrs 
Allen, 2C Queen Street 
(over Williams and 
Sons), Bridgend, 
Glamorgan, south Wales. 

The letter appears to 
be a reply from the 
mother of a killed sol¬ 
dier who was friends 
with Frank. 


Mrs Allen says she is 
very glad that Jack is 
still in Frank’s thoughts. 
She also thanks my 
grandfather for offering 
to visit. 

She wrote: “My hus¬ 
band and I would really 
be very pleased to see 
you and we are most 
grateful for your kind 
offer, because to talk 
with someone who was 
with Jack at the time 
would mean so much.'' 

I would be grateful if 
any readers who know 
anything about Jack 
Allen, or Mrs Allen, get 
in touch with me via 
steveblOOO @ hotmail. co. 
uk. 

My grandfather died 
before I was born, but I 
have always been inter¬ 
ested in his military 
service. 

The war had a big 
effect on him and he 
said little about his time 
in the army, so it would 
be great to have more 
information. 

Stephen Bailey 
Widnes, Cheshire 


I N your letters 
section, I was 
very interested 
in a reported 
‘scam’, as I have 
been taken for a 
ride on two occa¬ 
sions. 

I was a customer of a 
catalogue company and 
received a letter stating 
that I was a good cus¬ 
tomer. A sum of money 
(in 100s) had been put 
aside for me to stake my 
claim. 

I kept getting forms to 
fill in, and also to place 
an order. When I 
received my award I had 


a cheque for pence, not 
enough to buy a 2nd 
class stamp. 

I returned it to say I 
felt insulted and no 
longer wish to deal with 
them. 

On another occasion 
there was a similar letter 
involving me having to 
place an order for 
£12.99 plus PP £4.99. 
Finally I received the 
princely sum of £1.38! 

In spite of cancelling 
my custom, I am still 
receiving unwanted 
material from them. Is 
there any way to stop 
this kind of thing? 

Name and address 
supplied. 


Austerity 

the MPs 

I N last week’s 
GEM, Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 
again attacked the 
Assembly 
Government’s 
spending cuts. 

He states his postbag 
is full of concerns over 
Vale bus services. 

Anyone with worries 
about the bus service, 
should contact a Vale 
councillor or their 
Assembly member - Mr 
Cairns can do nothing to 
help. 

He should be contact¬ 
ed if constituents have a 
problem with coalition 
policy, such as where are 
the smaller properties for 
people affected by the 
bedroom tax to be able 
to move? 

...Or why is child 
poverty at its highest 
level for 50 years? 

He could be asked 
how long it will be 


o 


Drama group delighted 
senior citizens’ group 

N behalf of Friends and 
Neighbours’ senior citi¬ 


zen group, I would like 
to take the opportunity of 
thanking Superstars in The 
Making for their Excellent 
Production of Grease at Barry 
Memorial Hall. 

They attended the matinee perform¬ 
ance as part of their programme, 
which includes visits to shows. 

The show was enjoyed immensely 


by all 30 members of the group, who 
commented on the high standard 
shown by all of the cast. 

The costumes were colourful and 
the singing and dancing were of the 
highest calibre. The confidence of the 
cast as they sang their hearts out 
showed on their faces. 

Friends and Neighbours had the 
pleasure of Superstars in The Making 
entertain them at Christmas so it was 
a pleasure to see them again. 

Gay Fifield, coordinator (Friends 
and Neighbours) 


Why are 
exempt? 

before MPs are going to 
be affected by austerity 
cuts. Bars and restau¬ 
rants in the House of 
Commons are subsidised 
by over £7 million year¬ 
ly - so an MP on over 
£66,000 plus expenses, 
enjoys cheap food and 
drink. 

Any MP who stays in 
the Commons after 7pm 
gets £15 meal 
allowance. Any MP 
voted out of office won’t 
have to go to the job 
centre or food bank, as 
all MPs who lose their 
seat get a year’s money 
for nothing (that's over 
£1,260 per week). All 
paid for by the taxpayer. 

Why are MPs exempt 
from austerity measures? 
G Smith, Llantwit 
Major 


Macmillan 

coffee 

ON Friday, September 
27, NFU Mutual Kelly 
& Harris Agency will 
be taking part again in 
The World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning to 
raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support at the 
Bridgend and The Vale 
agency between 10am 
and 12.30pm. 

Macmillan was voted 
by NFU Mutual staff as 
their charity until the 
end of 2014, and are 
hoping to raise over 
£250,000 from fundrais¬ 
ing events. 


Ambulance 
medic Nigel 
set for 
Afghanistan 
mission 


FOUR Welsh 
Ambulance Service 
staff are preparing 
to travel to 
Afghanistan - to put 
their life-saving 
skills to use in a mil¬ 
itary hospital in 
Camp Bastion. 

They include emer¬ 
gency medical technician 
(EMT) Nigel Smith, of 
the Hazardous Area 
Response Team (HART) 
based in Bridgend, will 
work ‘front of house’ at 
the hospital, ensuring 
patients are disarmed 
before they undergo 
treatment. 

The father-of-four was 
a member of the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, 
before he joined the 
Welsh Ambulance 
Service, and has aheady 
seen action in Bosnia, the 
Falklands and Northern 
Ireland. 

It will be his second 
visit to Afghanistan, fol¬ 
lowing deployment in 
2008 when he worked in 
an emergency depart¬ 
ment. Nigel, 48, from 
Aberbargoed, said: “My 
first time in Afghanistan 
was quite daunting, but 
I’ll know what to expect 



NIGEL SMITH. 

on this tour. I’m there to 
do a job, and I will do it 
to the best of my ability.” 


Fibromyalgia 

support 

THE next meeting of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Fibromyalgia Support 
Group is on Tuesday, 
September 10 at 11am- 
1pm. Telephone 
Gaynor for more 
details, on 01446 
733315. 



Out of work? 
Facing redundancy? 
Need a change of career? 
Which way now? 





SflOOThMIllWG 


Check out the Library for your Jobsearch Workclub. 


The Workclubs can help you 


• LEARN TO USE A COMPUTER 
• SET UP AN EMAIL ACCOUNT • CREATE A CV 
• DEVELOP YOUR INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES 
• HELP YOU SET UP YOUR UNIVERSAL JOBMATCH ACCOUNT 
• LEARN HOW TO JOBSEARCH • APPLY FOR THAT JOB 


Workclubs are available at the following libraries: 


Barry Library, Kings Square, Barry •Tel: 01446 422423 
Liantwit Major, Boverton Road, Liantwit Major •Tel: 01446 792700 
Penarth, Stanweii Road, Penarth •Tel: 02920 708438 


For more information, contact your library to book a place, or check out the website 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/libraries for dates and times. 
You can attend as many times as you need, we’re always there to help. 
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HQ2 The Salon celebrates 
10 years of styling success 


T his weii- 
established 
four-star 

salon was started in 
2003 by Dawn, who 
has now promoted 
her daughter, 

Jay dene, to salon 
manager. 

The busy salon offers 
all the latest techniques 
in hairdressing and is 
well known throughout 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
for specialising in pop¬ 


ular Balmain hair 
extensions. 

Jay dene says: “We 
are always looking to 
improve our services to 
our customers. We 
offer expert advice and 
good products.” 

For a dedicated hair¬ 
dressers that has stood 
the test of time, HQ2 
The Salon, Holton 
Road, Barry, is the 
place to go for your 
new autumn styles. 

Call 01446 400102 
for an appointment. 


Owl Manor 
celebrates 
first birthday 


O WL 

MANOR 
isn’t just a 
guest house - it’s 
also a teaching and 
healing centre for 
Angelic Reiki heal¬ 
ing and meditation 
sessions. 

Meditation and heal¬ 
ing is not just for the 
already enlightened and 
spiritual amongst us but 
for all manner of condi¬ 
tions and reasons. 

Doctors are even rec¬ 
ommending meditation 
and healing now for 
conditions such as stress 
and cancer and so much 
more. 

Dr Hilary Jones rec¬ 


ommended meditation 
on Celestial Radio 
recently. Meditation is 
great for creating a peri¬ 
od of peace and calm in 
our busy lives. 

The healing and med¬ 
itations are held at Barry 
Island Community 
Centre every month and 
also at Owl Manor 
Guesthouse. 

We have events for 
meditation and Reiki 
taking place every 
month between now and 
December. Please con¬ 
tact us for further infor¬ 
mation. 

Contact Cheryl on 
07450 831 328 or 01446 
621909, email cheryl 
sangels @ hotmail. co. uk; 
WWW. owlmanor. co. uk. 




4-Star Salon 

Re-invent yourself for Autumn 

BALMAIN 

PARIS 

Hair Extensions 

• Suitable for all 
hair types 
I • Real hair 
I • Preeise eolour mateh 
Also 

Opti Smooth 

Chemical Hair Straightening 


MATRJX 


Follow us on Focebook and Twitter (or our special offers and news 

Tel: 01446 400102 

36 Holton Road, Barry n 

(Look for the blue canopy; B1 



Introducing the 
Inman Aligner... 


Mind Body Spirit Event 

Sunday 29th September 2013 
Barry Island Community Centre 
11am-4pm 

TICKET ENTRY COST £1.00 

+ RAFFLE TICKETS STRIP £1.00 

(raffle money collected donated to 
Ty Hafan Childrens’ Charity) 

Contact Cheryl on 07450 831 328 

email; cherylsangels@hotmail.co.uk 
www.owlmanor.co.uk 


U NTIL now, 
the alterna¬ 
tives to 

straightening front 
teeth involved 
either long and 
expensive ortho¬ 
dontic treatments 
or destructive and 
expensive restora¬ 
tive treatments 
such as veneers or 
crowns. 

Even ultrathin 
veneers involve heavy 
reduction of natural 
teeth when used to align 
crowding or protmsion. 

But with the arrival 
of the Inman Aligner, all 
that has changed. It is a 
cost-effective removable 
orthodontic appliance 
that moves teeth in a 
fraction of the time of 


Porthkerry Dental Centre] 

Straight teeth... 
fast. 

Improve your smile with the 

INMAiy 

aibn^r 



CERTinEO USE! 


Simply the fastest 
way to straighten 
front teeth 


“The Inman Aligner 
was so fast and so 
comfortable, 

I honestly couldn’t 
believe it... brilliant!” 


LEARN TO REBALANCE YOUR 
LIFE AT BAREFOOT STUDIO 


Cosmetic dentistry • Tooth Whitening • Dental Implants 


Dr. Owain B Joynson, BDS (Wales) 2 Porthkerry Road, Barry,Vale of Glam CF62 7AX 
Tel. 01446 735395 email: porthkerrydental@btconnect.com www.porthkerrydental.co.uk 


Other systems. 

It aligns crowded or 
protmding anterior teeth 
with two opposing 
spring-loaded aligner 
bars. This provides gen¬ 
tle but continuous pres¬ 
sure over a large range 
of movement. 

Surprisingly, this gen¬ 
tle pressure is the quick¬ 
est way to move teeth 
but it also makes treat¬ 
ment very safe and kind 
to teeth. 

People love the speed 
of treatment and it’s 
changing the face of 
dentistry as we know it. 
The average treatment 
time is only four-to-16 
weeks, and now with 
concerns over economy, 
it’s a more justifiable 
expense. 

Only certified Inman 
Aligner dentists can pro¬ 
vide this, and Dr Owain 
Joynson of Porthkerry 
Dental Centre has 
achieved this certifica¬ 
tion. 

Dr Owain Joynson 
said: “The Inman 
Aligner is the greatest 
innovation in dentistry 
of recent years. It’s fast, 
affordable and kind to 
teeth. 

“It really is the best 
way to straighten 
crowded front teeth.” 

For further details, 
please visit www.porthk 
errydental.co.uk. To 
book an appointment, 
contact Porthkerry 
Dental Care on 01446 
735395. 


S EPTEMBER is a time of change, 
and the perfect time to re-balance 
your life, and get that healthy ener¬ 
gised feeling. 

Barefoot Studio is one of the UK’s leading 
Pilates studios, offering a huge choice of classes, an 
unrivalled team of therapists, and a cool collection 
of women’s active wear, footwear and equipment. 

We can help you to enjoy an active, healthy and 
happy lifestyle. 

Co-founder of Barefoot Studio, Karen Ingram, 
said: “I’m really proud of Barefoot Studio, it brings 
together all the things that have helped me recover 
from a serious back problem to become the healthy, 
active person I am today. 

“We specialise in Pilates and offer classes for all 
levels, from chronic back pain sufferers to profes¬ 
sional athletes. 

“All our classes are in groups of no more than 12 
people, ensuring individual attention and a quality 
workout. 

“Our therapists are really talented, and can 
address the many health issues we all face, like 
stress, back pain, muscle imbalances, and digestive 
issues, to name a few.” 

Fontygarn club 
welcomes you! 

celebrities use), a lovely 
relaxing leisure area 
complete with Jacuzzi, 
Sauna and Steam Room 
and a 25m indoor swim¬ 
ming pool. 

If you have never 
used a gym before, you 
don’t have to feel intim¬ 
idated as our staff are on 
hand to show you exact¬ 
ly how each piece of 
equipment works. 

We offer a warm wel¬ 
come to everyone. Don’t 
take our word for it - 
why not come down and 
see for yourself? (or call 
Jennie or Mark on 
01446 710386. 

Remember, Fontygary 
Leisure Park is com¬ 
pletely open to the pub¬ 
lic! 


W ITH the 
kids back 
in school 
and time on your 
hands, why not join 
us at the Bay 
Health and Fitness 
Club in Fontygary 
Leisure Park? 

With no contract to 
sign, it is easy to just 
pay over the counter 
each month - there are 
no hidden charges! 

This gives you the 
flexibility to come and 
go as you with iyve also 
offer a pay-as-you-go 
facility). 

We have a separate 
free weights room - a 
fully equipped gym with 
vibrostation (like the 


Fontygary 

Fontygary, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3ZT 

Tel. 01446 710386 



Join the 

Bay Health Club 

at Fontygary Park, Rhoose NOW! 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE NOW! 
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Karen has recently qualified as a level-4 lower 
back pain specialist and has been asked by Peak 
Pilates to become a master instmetor. She travels 
to Texas in October to begin her training and in 
2014, Barefoot Studio will be offering a compre¬ 
hensive Pilates instructor qualification. 

Barefoot Studio has its own free car park and is 
easy to find in Cowbridge. Pop in or ring the 
Studio to find out more about the range of treat¬ 
ments, classes and courses we offer; or visit 
WWW. barefootstudio. co. uk. 

Zumba Gold for 
feelgood factor 

Z UMBA 

GOLD tar¬ 
gets the 

largest growing 
segment of the pop¬ 
ulation - baby 
boomers. It takes 
the Zumba formula 
and modifies the 
moves and pacing 
to suit the needs of 
the active older 
participant, as well 
as those just start¬ 
ing their journey to 
a fit and health 
lifestyle. 

What stays the same 
are all the elements the 
Zumba Fitness Party is 
known for; the zesty 
Latin music, like salsa, 
merengue, cumbia and 
reggaeton; the exhilarat¬ 
ing, easy-to-follow 
moves; and the invigor¬ 
ating, party-like atmos¬ 
phere. 

Active older adults 
want cameraderie, 
excitement and fitness 
as a regular part of their 
weekly schedule. 

Zumba Gold is the 
perfect fit. It’s a dance- 
fitness class that feels 


friendly, and most of all, 
fun. 

We have many stories 
to tell now we are cele¬ 
brating one year on in 
Barry, where ladies’ 
osteoporosis has 
improved, with weight 
loss, anti-depression, 
more movement, climb¬ 
ing stairs without get¬ 
ting out of breath... the 
list goes on. It’s very 
rewarding seeing all my 
ladies and gents laugh¬ 
ing and having fun, hav¬ 
ing a better quality of 
life, it’s a real pleasure. 

It is priceless for me 
to know that we are 
making a big difference 
to many people’s lives. 

Come and join my 
lovely ladies and gentle¬ 
men in the first Zumba 
Gold classes in Barry. 

Zumba Gold gives 
you the feelgood factor, 
guaranteed to have a 
giggle, releasing the 
feelgood endorphins. I 

t’s good for most con¬ 
ditions, giving you more 
flexibility, strength, 
stamina - the list goes 
on. 

It’s never too late to 
enjoy a fitter lifestyle, 
whatever your age. 


^ NEW ZUMBA 
GOLD CLASSES 

Monday 10.15-11.00 Barry Memorial Hall 
Monday 11.45 - 12.30 Highlight Park 
Monday 18.15 -19.00 Highlight Park 
Wednesday 10.00 - 10.45 Sully Old School 
Wednesday 11.30-12.15 Highlight Park 


New class startinq startinq 2nd October 


The Youth Centre, Llantwit Major 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH AGE CONCERN 


ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS 

Tuesday 18.30-19.15 Llandough Institute 
Hall 

followed by optional legs, 
bums and turns. 

15 mins - 7.30pm finish. 

Please call Tracey for 
further details on 

07966 242933 

(fully qualified fitness 
instructor) 

or www.tracey14. 



R<yniHv ■'It 

Pilates Classes 

Monday 9 1 Sam. Friday 6pm 

At St NichoAaa HaH.Baiwv 


Beginners Classes are back 

Friday 7.1Spm starting now 
Monday 10.308m startv 23^ Sept 
All welconve — new & old pupilv 


Sharon < 07830 08S606 

wv.MU.rn.uk 
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PILATES STUDIO • ACTIVEWEAR STORE • WELLNESS CENTRE 


Do you need to strengthen, lengthen and tone your body? Are you looking for an exercise routine that can 
strengthen your t>ack? Re-ahgn your spine? Barefoot Studio Is Wales* leading Pllates Studko and our team 
of Instfuctofs are son>e of the best in their held From individual tailored sessions to small group classes^ 
we offer the r^t class for you. Gsoose from our Healthy Backs Programme, dady classical mat classes. 1:1 
Pllates Reformer or our NEW MVe Chair Pilales Classes 

FREE CAR PARK! 


f 


barefoot 

studio 



Pilates Matwork 

Small group classes of 12 people 
Lengthen your spine, strengthen your cxkc 
Over 20 classes to choose from 
Daytime & evening classes 
All mats & equipment provided 

BOOK NOW - 6 Week Beginners Classes: 

Sat 7 Sept. 10:30am 

Weds 11 Sept^ 10:30am 

Thur 12 Sept. 7 30pm 

£S1 per person for 6 weeks course 

Lower Back Pain 

Run by our Level 4 Pilates lower Back Pain 
Speciakst. 1:1 Pnvate classes and smalt group 
'Healthy Back" classes. Ring for details. 


0C>Cjv rx> 


FbakPilates 


MVe Pilates Chair 


Small group classes of B people 
SS min workout that gets great results 
Shape, tone, sculpt and challenge your body 
Dynamic, fun class - the hrst in Wales! 

Evening, daytime and weekend davses. 
Including NEW Sat morning B.lSam class. 


Nordic Walk 

Bum 46% more 
calories than walking 
Fun, friendly & enjoy 
the outdoors! 

Beginners workshop 

Sdt 2B September 
10:30 am * 12:30 pm 
CIS per person 
Poles provided 


Pilates Reformer 

Private Reformer 1:1 or 1:2 sessions 
Exceptional results on this unique machine 
Used by top sportspeople and performers 
Also recommended for rehabilitation 

Obcounls available when buying a block 
of sessions. 



Ski Fit 

Get ready for the 
slopes and make the ^ 
most of your ski trip ' ‘'.l- 
this year. Combining Pilates ^ 
principles with fun dynamic 
cardio and strength training. 


7 week course starts: 
Mon 4 November, 7 30pm 
£60 per person 
to pfoers onf^* 


Bandooc Studio Is honw to a team of highly qualifed ard 
experienced therapists We can signpost you to the right 
treatment and work together to optimise your health. 

OSTEOPATHY 

Pfonsote complete body health. Structural & cramal 
osteopathy fPr all ages. Holistic approach to aches & pains. 
Rachel Corbett t: 07970 406 S42 

SPORTS MASSAGE 

Enhance muscle performance, aids recovery, treat and 
prevent injury. 

Delmc Bennett t: 07687 924 901 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Acupuncture can he^ with many health issues includlrtg 
pain, fertilitv/pregnancv related issues, anxiety & depression. R through? 

Pauline lones 1:07753 986 921 Miriam Handren t: 01446 7601S9 


EMMEn A BOWEN TECHNIQUE 

Easing pain, restoring comlortable movement, combabng stress 
& tension, www.cverybadysbetterjco.uk 
hMifth Mtmoo t: 07932 347 963 
REELEXOLOGY 

Therapeutic & refaxing treatments for stress, anxiety, 
digestive issues, women's health & palliative care, 
ioanoa Cunnlngham-lones 1:07800 978 858 

HYPNOTHERAPY 

Anxiety, stress, depression, snsoking cessation, pain, 
phobias, bereavement, confidence, exam nerves, weight issues 
Sue Pitman t: 07795 964 066 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Finding life an uphH struggle? Would it help to talk 

BackCare 



OSTEOPATHY*SPORTS MASSAGE • REFLEXOLOGY • HYPNOTHERAPY • ACUPUNCTURE * EMMETT|BOWEN • PSYCHOTHERAPY 


61-G3 EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE 1:01446 775772 e: infopbarefootstudio.cauk bdrefoOtStudiO.CO.uk 


PILATES MATWORK ► PILATES REFORMER ► PILATES CHAIR ► HEALTHY BACKS ► NORDIC WALKING 
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Beauty 



Scott Wroe Hearing Centre 

-PENARTH- 



Scott Wroe Hearing Centre in Penarth is an 
independent, famiiy run hearing aid practice 
with over 35 years experience of heiping 
peopie improve their hearing. They are a 5 
Star Centre for Phonak as weii as the first 
Widex Approved centre in the UK. 



»The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

»30 day trial on all hearing aids 

»5 year warranty on all Phonak 
hearing aids 

»5 year aftercare service plan with 
all hearing aids 

»Independent advice on all leading 
makes and models 

»Home visit service available 


Mr Bartley Phillips 

“The aids have given 
me a new iease of 
iife. I can now hear 
peopie on the phone 
and aiso background 
noises. My chiidren, 
friends and reiatives 
cannot get over the 
change in me. I wish 
I’d done it years ago.” 


For more information or to arrange your appointment 
Please call 02920 707760 
Station Approach, Penarth CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITE THE SHOP) 


Hwtsy^Ctftrt m 


J^Bodywise 

Beauty Salon 

Established 19 Years 




The lash 
in a flash 

{Lasts up to 2 weeks) 


MlAOCNails 

gel 



UfOti 

and Bio-Therapeutic Biobrasion 

Full range of Beauty Treatments 

• Bridal Packages 

• Make up, Manicures & Facials 

• Spray tan & waxing 

• Fine line treatments & holistic 

therapies 

Gift Vouchers • Loyalty Cards • Open Late Nights 

54 HOITOM KOAO, aAMY 
T«L 01444 I 

WWW. bodywisc^beAif ty. CO. uk 


Looking to advertise? Call us 
on 01446 774484 or email: 
gemsalesCgtindlenews.co.uk 



CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
_ chance to shine through 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

3n 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 



BODYWISE 
provides decades 
of experience 


B ODYWISE 
has been 
trading for 
19 years and 
Jackie, the director, 
wishes to thank all 
members of staff 
and clients for their 
continued support 
and custom. 

She is proud of her 
staff, who provide an 
exciting and refreshing 
atmosphere in the relax¬ 
ing salon. 

The team have been 
carefully selected for 
their expertise in a 
range of treatments and 
for their passion for 
beauty therapy. 

Body wise offers 
decades of experience 
among the therapists, so 
clients can rest assured 
that a true professional 
will be performing a 
beauty treatment. 

Up-to-date equip¬ 
ment is on hand to 
carry out such treat¬ 
ments as permanent 
hair removal, gel mani¬ 
cures, micro-dermabra¬ 
sion, red vein/skin tag 
removal, and lash 
extensions. 

Injectable fine line 
treatments, chemical 
peels and semi-perma¬ 
nent make-up are also 
available, carried out by 


fully qualified aesthetic 
technicians. 

In addition, 

Bodywise provides reg¬ 
ular promotional offers 
discounting new and 
favourite treatments, so 
look out for the month¬ 
ly offers by calling into 
the salon, downloading 
the Bodywise app or 
adding us as a friend on 
Facebook. 

Gift vouchers are 
available - perfect for 
special occasions or just 
to so say ‘thank you’ to 
your someone special. 

A loyalty scheme is 
also in place, so ask for 
your card when you 
next visit. 

Bodywise is open 
Monday - Saturday, 
opening late on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

Jackie, Clare, Jenny, 
Tina, Jayne, Gemma, 
Karen and Rebekah 
look forward to seeing 
you at the salon and 
are dedicated to ensur¬ 
ing that your visit to 
Bodywise is enjoyable 
and professional. 


Do you need 
to improve 
your sleep? 

G ood quality sleep is vital to our 

health and well-being; lack of sleep 
affects many areas of our life and often 
results in us becoming anxious, short tem¬ 
pered, lacking in energy and motivation, even 
exhausted. 

It can affect our ability to cope with life. 

Inability to sleep can become an obsession, thus 
exacerbating the problem. Short periods of sleep¬ 
lessness can affect us all; however, if it continues, 
serious health and social problems can result. 
Tackling sleep difficulties at the earliest opportunity 
helps to stop them becoming overwhelming. 

Solution Focused Hypnotherapy is effective in 
reducing difficulties which can lead to sleep disor¬ 
ders and work towards restoring good sleep pat¬ 
terns. 

Contact Sue Pitman at Cardiff Hypnotherapy 
Solutions on 07795964066for a chat to see how 
hypnotherapy could benefit you. 


0PH71 


Bring this voucher for 

^^£10 off 

all colouring 

voith a 

full colour treatment, 
including cut and blovo dry 

Vhlid until 

Saturday 14th September 

(One voucher per customer) 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 
Late night Thursday until 8pm 


Now at 

5,WESTGATE, 

COWBRIDGE 

opposite NatWest 

CaU 01446 772539 

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT 

www.phVlhaircrew.co.uk 


Ojficial stockists 
of Moroccan Oil 


Thursday, September 5th, 2013 

Barry ladies 
start season 
with a win 


BARRY ladies wel¬ 
comed Gorseinon to 
the Reservoir Fields 
for their first fixture 
of their season. 

The game started 
brightly and from domi¬ 
nant forward play, S 
Williams powered over 
from short range within 
the first five minutes. 

Yapp then touched 
down after a pushover 
try. Barry took their foot 
off the pedal and 
Gorseinon came back 
into the match with two 
quick tries. Barry man¬ 
aged to regain their com¬ 
posure and made half 
time 20-10 to the good. 

In the second half, 
Shannahan powered over 
for the decisive try, to 
make it 25-5. 

The home side scored 
two late tries, one by 


Husk , converted by the 
cameo appearance of 
Kim Jones who then 
capped a brilliant all 
round team performance 
by finishing off a fine 
team move by crossing 
the whitewash to make 
the final score 37-10. 

Barry and Gorseinon’s 
woman of the match was 
Steph Williams. 

TEAM: K Jones, 
Phillips, Richards, 
Helmore, Cahill, 

Williams , Young, Yapp 
(c), Bannister, Rees, 
Lewis, Britton, Binnie, 
Young, Nation, Kim 
Jones. Substitutes: 
Cushen, Shannahan, G 
Williams, Husk and 
Potter. 

The Bombettes next 
entertain Penalta Ladies 
at home, at 2.30pm this 
Sunday. KJ 


Big year for 
hockey teams 


SATURDAY, 
September 7, sees 
the start of one of 
the most important 
seasons in Penarth 
Hockey Club’s 103- 
year history. 

Following the agony 
of late relegation, 

Penarth 1st XI find 
themselves competing in 
The Davis Wood Hockey 
League De Cymru and 
The Marches Division 1, 
a league they dominated 
the season before. 

New captain Mark 
Thomas will be looking 
to repeat that domi¬ 
nance, an aim that has 
received an enormous 
boost by the appoint¬ 
ment of Chris Baker as 
1st team coach. 

The challenge facing 
Penarth 2nd XI is some¬ 
what different. This sea¬ 
son, the club will contin¬ 
ue to field a develop¬ 
ment side as and when 
opponents can be 
secured and have 
launched a veterans team 
for those aged 40 and 
over. 

The demise of hock¬ 
ey in schools has led to a 
serious shortage in new 


players taking up the 
game and joining the 
club to progress through 
the various sides. 

The work of James 
Davies and his team of 
junior coaches has 
attempted to address this 
shortfall but with limited 
success in terms of pro¬ 
ducing players with the 
potential to play for the 
senior men’s teams. 

the club has appointed 
Matt Birch as schools 
liaisons officer with the 
brief to reach out to the 
schools in the area, both 
junior and secondary, in 
an attempt to re-engen- 
der and support in any 
way the club can, a 
desire to play the game. 

The club always wel¬ 
comes new, old and 
returning players, 
umpires, supporters, 
friends and helpers of 
whatever age and ability. 

Training on the Astro 
Turf has started at Barry 
Sports Centre, every 
Wednesday, junior 6pm 
to 7pm, and senior s 
7pm till 8pm; further 
information can be 
obtained from 
d_stevens81 @hotmail.co 
.uk. DS 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Ark Man’ visits 
Mount Pleasant 

MOUNT Pleasant 

Baptist Church, 

Cadoxton is hosting the 
‘Ark Man’ Rod Walsh 
UK tour on Tuesday, 
September 17 at 7.15 
pm. 

Australian speaker 
Rod Walsh has an amaz¬ 
ing biblical scale model 
of Noah’s Ark and will be 
giving a talk on it and the 
Genesis flood. 

Don’t miss this unique 
opportunity to hear Rod 
as he draws from his 10- 
year feasibility study, 
exactly how plausible the 
biblical Ark was! 

For further details 
contact: 
secretary@mountpleas- 
antbaptist.org.uk; church 


contact number 01446 
735915 (answerphone 
facility). 

Leukaemia 
fundraiser 
A CHARITY night 
fundraiser in aid of 
leukaemia research, 
starring Owen Money 
and the Soul Sharks 
eight-piece band, is tak¬ 
ing place at The 
Dolphin Pub, Barry 
Island, on October 6. 

Limited tickets are 
available - at only £18, 
including chicken and 
chips. Starts at 7pm. 

A fantastic night of 
music and comedy is in 
prospect. 

For information ring 
01446 721888. 
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CROWDS ARE OUT IN FORCE - LOOKING 
FOR BARGAINS AT ST MARY HILL FAIR 


PHOTOGRAPHS by MANDY THOMAS 

WWW, mandythomasphotography. co. uk 



THE St Mary Hill Fair, organ¬ 
ised by the Coity Wallia Board 
of Conservators, enjoyed its 
most successful day dor years 
on August Bank Holiday 
Monday. 

Spokeswoman Lyn Wood told The 
GEM that, although it opened at 10am, 
cars started arriving an hour early. 

She said: “We had printed 1,000 car 
parking tickets at £5 each, but ran out 
after just two hours. 

“Nobody quilbbled about the price, 
because the money raised goes to char¬ 
ity - this year to the Multiple Sclerosis 


Society. In the end, we estimate that 
more than 1,500 cars arrived. 

“It was a really successful fair, with 
poultry, ferrets, horses, shoes and 
leatherware all proving popular.” 

Last year, persistent rain before the 
bank holiday meant that the event had 
to be cancelled, but the success of this 
year’s helped by the warm summer that 
most people have enjoyed, means that 
the fair is back on the holiday calendar! 

Lyn Wood added: “I would like to 
say a big thank you to two local com¬ 
panies, Broughshire Ltd and ACD Skip 
Hire, who helped ud dispose of any 
rubbish. 




Roadshow will give advice 
on cooking economically 


TV chef Richard Fox will 
be hosting a ‘Love Food, 
Hate Waste’ demonstra¬ 
tion at the Tesco Extra 
store on Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend, on Wednesday 
September 11, between 
10am and 4pm, to show 
members of the public 
how to make tasty meals 
from the food they usually 
throw away. 

A typical family can save 
£50 a month on their food bill 
by cutting down on their food 
waste, and the event will fea¬ 


ture plenty of simple hints and 
tips on how to plan meals, 
work out portion sizes, under¬ 
stand date labels better and 
store food correctly to make it 
last longer. 

The roadshow is being 
organised by Waste Awareness 
Wales and Bridgend County 
Borough Council, and every¬ 
one who attends will have the 
opportunity to win a food 
hamper worth £50 by complet¬ 
ing a short survey. To find out 
more, go to www.wasteaware 
nesswales.org.uk 
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^Maguires 


Park Homes 




New Park Home Developments 

for the over 50’s 


Heronstone Park, Ewenny, Bridgend 






Superb location in open 
countryside yet close to 
town and amenities. 
Electric gated safe + quiet 
community minded estate. 


Prices from £125,000 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


Cambrian Park, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 

Ideal location for the 
retired/semi retired. Walking 
distance to supermarkets, 
shops, doctors etc. Bus stop 
300 metres. Probably the 
most prestigious park home 
development in Wales. 





Prices from £115,000 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


I 


Woodlands Park, Quakers Yard, Nelson 

Tranquil electric gated 
estate, sitting in a cul de 
sac next to, but high above, 
the River Taff. 

Close to all amenities and 
public transport. 



Prices from £62,500 


SHOW HOMES OPEN 


All homes come with: 

• Private block 
paved parking 

• Private landscaped 
gardens 

• Full residential 
all year use 

• Free fully colour 
co-ordinated 
furnishings 

• All bungalow 
style homes 

Low Pitch Fees - 
over 50’s only - 
plots available 
for any home 
of your choice. 

• Viewings 
most days 

• Sales centre at 
Cambrian Park 

Now Open 


Contact Wayne: 07967 591 857. Agnes: 07800 727 250. Office: 02920 597322. 
Email: w_maguire@sky.com Website: www.maguiresparkhomes.co.uk 
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Residents and 
staff help Dilys 
celebrate her 
100th birthday! 


MRS Dilys 

Myfanwy Ward, 
originally of Zoar 
Avenue, Maesteg, 
and currently resid¬ 
ing at Ty Nant 
Residential Nursing 
Home, Cymmer, 
recently celebrated 
her 100th birthday. 

Dilys was born in 
1913 at Talbot Terrace, 
Maesteg, the eldest child 
of John and Margaret 
Davies. 

Joining in centennial 
year festivities were 55 
members of her extend¬ 
ed family: son John and 
daughters Dianne and 
Judith; cousin Mary; 
daughter-in-law Diane 
and sons-in law Robert 
and Wayne; grandchil¬ 
dren Nicola, Jonathan, 
Damian, Sasha, Lara and 
Tom with their spous¬ 
es/partners Lyn, 

Georgia, Rebecca, Liam 
and Adele; and great¬ 
grandchildren Lira, Wil 
and Bethan. 

Damian, Rebecca, 
Wil and Bethan had trav¬ 
elled from Melbourne, 


An 


Mrs Dilys Ward. 

Australia especially to 
be with Dilys on this 
memorable family occa¬ 
sion. Other family 
members from outside 
the BCBC area were 
Jonathan and Georgia 
(Jersey), Nicola and Lyn 
(Sutton Coldfield), and 
Lara, Liam, Tom and 
Adele (Cardiff). 

Also present at the 
birthday celebration on 
August 28 were Dilys’s 
brother Cyril Davies 
with his wife Mair, 
daughter Meryl, grand¬ 
daughter Tammy and 


great-grandchildren 
Lauren and Tegan. 

Nephew Trevor 
Davies made the journey 
from Stoke-on-Trent 
with his grandson 
Matthew. Nephew 

Lloyd Davies came from 
Porthcawl, representing 
his father, Dilys’s broth¬ 
er, Ronald Davies. 

Nephew Peter Croke, 
his wife Mags and 
daughters Rhian and 
Leah travelled from 
Cowbridge with Rhian’s 
children Nye, Gruff and 
Catrin. Nephew Paul 
Croke, his wife Mary 
and daughter Sarah were 
there from Cwmbran 
with Sarah’s children 
Ben and Libby. 

The Neath-Port Talbot 
Borough Mayor, Mrs 
Marion Lewis, presented 
Mrs Ward with a com¬ 
memorative plate. 

The staff and resi¬ 
dents of Ty Nant resi¬ 
dential nursing home 
presented Dilys with a 
bouquet and a beautiful¬ 
ly-decorated birthday 
cake and buffet were 
prepared specially for 
the occasion by the staff. 


LIVING HISTORY ON 
OPEN DOORS DAY 


Maesteg Air 
Cadets 
explore the 
Afan Forest 


Cadet Aaron Davies, Corporal David Lakin, 
and Cadet Cristian Dafydd check their maps on 
the hillside above the Afan Valley. 


CADETS and staff 
at 631 (Maesteg) 
Squadron, Air 
Training Corps 
have spent a week¬ 
end camping and 
exploring in the 
Afan Argoed area. 

As well as learning to 
put up tents and cook 
their own food at the 
campsite, the cadets 
planned and undertook 
map reading walks, and 
as dusk fell they 
explored the area local 
to the campsite, includ¬ 
ing the Com Barn and 
Theatr Tymaen outdoor 
theatre. 

Flight Lieutenant 
Anthony Davies, Officer 
Commanding 631 
Squadron said: “This 


weekend allowed our 
cadets to put into prac¬ 
tice the Initial 
Expedition Training and 
work with Map and 
Compass that they 
learnt on our parade 
nights, and will stand 
them in good stead 
when they go on to take 
part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. ” 
The 631 Squadron 
meet at Upper Street 
Maesteg on Tuesday 
and Friday evenings 
and welcome boys and 
girls aged 13 and over, 
and also adults to help 
at the Squadron. Adults 
do not need to have pre¬ 
vious ATC or RAF expe¬ 
rience and can serve 
either in a uniformed or 
civilian instructor 
capacity. 


The free ‘Open Doors’ programme of events will include 
a chance to enjoy the architectural splendour of the 
Bethania Welsh Baptist Chapel in Maesteg. 


St Bride’s 
and Wick 

COMMUNITY 

DIARY 


RESIDENTS can 
step into the past to 
discover some of 
Bridgend county 
borough’s most his¬ 
toric sites and hid¬ 
den gems - as part 
of the annual ‘Open 
Doors’ programme. 

Throughout 
September, history 
hunters can enjoy free 
events, walks and photo¬ 
graphic exhibitions 
organised by volunteers 
and the Civic Trust for 
Wales, with support 
from Cadw and BCBC. 

The oldest habitable 
dwelling in Bridgend, 
16th century St John’s 
House on Newcastle 
Hill, will open to the 
public for a rare viewing 
on September 21 and 22. 


Visitors can also mar¬ 
vel at the ancient 
‘Pilgrim Stone’ at 
Llandyfodwg Church in 
Glynogwr on September 
7, or take a look at the 
architectural splendour 
of the Bethania Welsh 
Baptist Chapel in 
Maesteg on September 
27. 

Heritage walks are a 
feature of this year’s 
programme, with a spe¬ 
cial ‘Calon Lan’ walk 
around Blaengarw on 
September 14 - dedicat¬ 
ed to the popular hymn’s 
creator, Daniel James, 
who lived and worked in 
the mining community. 

A ‘Death and 
Disaster’ walk on 
September 20 will recall 
some of the darker days 
from Cefn Cribwr’s past. 


such as the 1892 Parc 
Slip disaster, and local 
historian Roy Meredith 
will lead a three-mile 
walk into the Llynfi 
Valley on September 7 
which will highlight the 
sites of buildings, rail¬ 
ways and tramways. 


HERE are this 
week’s teasers: 

1) First isolated in 
1808 by Sir Humphrey 
Davy, which is the most 
abundant metallic ele¬ 
ment in the human 
body? 

2) Which sea is con¬ 
nected to the Aegean 
Sea by the Bosphorus? 

3) How far is a water- 
polo goalkeeper allowed 


September 5, 7.30pm, 
Parish event group; 
September 8, service in 
Wick Chapel; 
September 19, an 
evening with the 
Hennesseys at Ewenny 
Priory; September 22, 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
at All Saint’s, 
Southerndown; 
September 29, Harvest 
Thanksgiving, Wick 
Chapel; September 29, 
Harvest Thanksgiving, 
St Bridget’s and Parish 
lunch. 


to throw the ball? 

4) Named after a 
Yorkshire valley, which 
is the largest breed of 
terrier? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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A COFFEE morning 
in All Saint’s Church, 
Southerndown, was 
well attended and 
over £200 was raised 
for new lighting in 
the church. 

THERE is a produce 
market at St Bride’s 
Church Hall on the 
second Saturday of the 
month. Please book a 
table and bring any 
spare produce you may 
have grown. 

ST BRIDE’S 
Community Council 
meets on the second 
Monday of the month 
at All Saint’s Church, 
Southerndown (at 
7pm). 

Contact 
christina.davi 
sonl23 @btinternet.co 
m or telephone 01656 
665527 with your local 
news. 


Quiz League testers 


Ford to consult 
on wind turbine 
at engine plant 


FORD Bridgend 
Engine Plant, in 
partnership with 
AGRenewables, is 
planning a 500kW 
wind turbine on 
land at the plant. 

As part of the pro¬ 
posed development, a 
number of environmen¬ 
tal and technical studies 
are currently in 
progress, in preparation 
for the submission of a 
planning application to 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 

A company 

spokesperson said: “The 
proposed turbine at 
Bridgend would have a 
maximum height of 
79m from the base of 
the tower to the tip of 
the blades at their high¬ 
est point, and would 
have a total installed 
capacity of 500kW, gen¬ 
erating approximately 
l,141MWh of electrici¬ 


ty per year. The plant, 
which has a high base 
electricity demand, due 
to the busy production 
schedule.” 

Martin Everitt, Ford 
Bridgend plant manag¬ 
er, said: “Ford places 
sustainability at the core 
of its business values 
and renewable energy 
plays an important part 
in our environmental 
vision. 

“The Ford Bridgend 
Engine Plant is a key 
production facility for 
motor vehicles in the 
UK. 

“It produces around 
815,000 petrol engines 
per year, and a recent 
£24m pound investment 
will maintain the opti¬ 
mum production capaci¬ 
ty at the plant for years 
to come. 

“Bridgend Engine 
Plant installed the first 
solar panel on the roof 
of a car plant in the 


world, and Bridgend is 
the long-term, key 
European production 
centre for the fuel- effi¬ 
cient 1.5/1.6-litre 
EcoBoost engine.” 

Mr Everitt added: 
“The three wind tur¬ 
bines now installed at 
our Dagenham site have 
proved their worth in 
reducing carbon emis¬ 
sions, and this renew¬ 
able energy success is 
what we are looking to 
recreate at Bridgend.” 

A period of pre-appli¬ 
cation consultation is 
currently under way for 
the Bridgend proposal 
and the company is keen 
to engage with the local 
community. For more 
information, and to 
comment on the propos¬ 
al, visit www.fordbrid- 
gen drenewables.com 


Glamorgan farmers 
head for Ross-on-Wye 


THE monthly meet¬ 
ing of The 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society was held 
last Thursday at the 
highly-rated Ross 
on Wye Golf Club, 
which attracted 35 
competitor,s all 
competing for the 
many attractive 
prizes supplied by 
the day’s sponsor, 
Anthony Brown & 
Co of Llantwit 
Major. 

David Williams, 
Aubrey Bowen, Brian 
Jones and Reg Davies 
were the first group to 
tee off with all four set¬ 
ting a hot pace. On the 
front nine David 
Williams, who was 
defending the Anthony 
Brown Cup, returned a 
very impressive 21-sta- 
bleford points, with 
Aubrey Bowen hot on 
his heels with 20. 

Unfortunately the 
back nine proved the 
downfall of both players 
with neither called upon 
to make a visit to the 
winners enclosure. 

Guest player Kevin 
Latham, playing with 
Glyn Watts-Jones and 
Trevor Wooding, was 
another who scored 
exceptionally well on 
the front nine to post a 
halfway score of 21 
points, which included 
an eagle three on the 
534 yard par five 5th 
hole. 

On the back nine 
Kevin continued his 


assault on this well 
maintained parkland 
course and returned to 
the clubhouse with the 
day’s top score of 42 
points to easily win his 
section. 

Sponsor’s representa¬ 
tive Carl Brown finished 
runner-up with 38 points 
and Peter O’Toole fin¬ 
ished third with 32 
points. 

In the members sec¬ 
tion, Tim Jarvis returned 
the top score of the day 
with 39 points to collect 
the Anthony Brown Cup 
followed in second place 
by Chris Watson, who 
scored 36. 

Tony McCarthy fin¬ 
ished third also with 36 
points and society cap¬ 
tain Gwyn Thomas 
secured fourth place 
with 34 points. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par 3 holes were Tim 
Jarvis, Godfrey Lewis 
and Kevin Latham who 
also returned home with 
the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge-sponsored 
prize when hitting the 
longest drive on the 
selected hole. 

A much relieved Reg 
Davies was delighted to 
make a long overdue 
visit to the presentation 
table, this time to collect 
the ‘Premier Turf Ltd’ 
sponsored bottle of 
whiskey when correctly 
guessing 21 balls would 
remain over the border. 
This also resulted in £65 
being raised for the 
Llantwit Major 
Lifeguards charity fund. 

Members are now 
eagerly waiting for the 
annual tour, which this 


year takes in a visit to 
the Connemara 
Championship Golf 
Links in the north west 
of Ireland when mem¬ 
bers will be competing 
over three rounds for the 
DEAL Trophy kindly 
sponsored by David 
Evans (Agriculture) Ltd. 

This will be followed 
with the scheduled met¬ 
ing at the Rhondda Golf 
Club when members 
will be competing for 
the Arthur John & Co 
Cup, and one of the 
many prizes supplied by 
generous sponsor, Mr 
Dai John. TMC 

Deaf 

PACT 

praised 

DEAF PACT meetings 
organised in Bridgend 
by Pc Paul Evans, hate 
crime officer for South 
Wales Police, have 
been recognised by the 
British Deaf News 
magazine. 

He said: “The meet¬ 
ings are an opportunity 
for the police and deaf 
people in south Wales to 
meet and develop good 
relations and exchange 
information.” 

The meetings are 
held in the Bridgend 
Deaf Club on 
Coychurch road, 
Bridgend, near to the 
old Haywain pub. 

The next is 7.30pm 
on Tuesday, September 
10 . 

(Please note, these 
meetings are for the deaf 
community, and NOT 
for the hearing commu¬ 
nity, who can attend 
their local PACT meet¬ 
ings). 


y^u know you can 
your GEM online? 

bridgend- 

todayco.uk 
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Fashion show gives 
two local charities a 
welcome boost 



ABOVE: Mary Emment-Lewis introduced the Mayor 
and Mayoress to the behind-the-scenes workers. 


TENOVUS and the 
Y Centre recently 
combined forces to 
run a spectacular 
fashion show at the 
Stage Door of the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

The show was a sell¬ 
out with the Stage Door 
filled to capacity. All the 
models were amateurs, 
while the majority of the 
cloths modelled were 
second-hand from the 
Tenovus shop - and all 
for sale after the show. 

The organiser and 
Mistress of Ceremonies 
was Mary Emment- 
Lewis of the Tenovus 
Shop. 

Funds raised from the 
show, which amounted 
to over £650, were 
shared between Tenovus 
and the Y Centre, while 
£181, the proceeds of 
the raffle, was given to 
Coun Mike Clarke, 
Mayor of Porthcawl, for 
the mayor’s charities. 

This year, the chari¬ 
ties are Parkinsons, the 
Stroke Club and Llamau 
- Families in Times of 
Crisis. 

Entertainment was 
provided by Col Canto, 
while members of the 
Porthcawl Lions Club, 
resplendent in their din¬ 
ner suits, served the 
wines and nibbles. 

Not to be outdone, the 
Mayor took part in a lit¬ 
tle bit of light entertain¬ 
ment when he strutted 
the catwalk in his 
immaculate and very 
smart attire, which was 



ABOVE: Entertainment was supplied by vocal group Col Canto. 

not for sale after the 
show! 

In his address 
acknowledging receipt 
of the £181, the mayor 
thanked Tenovus and the 
Y Centre for organising 
and staffing the show, all 
the volunteer models, 
the gentlemen of the 
Porthcawl Lions Club, 

Erica Beynon and her 
Col Canto singers, and 
Mary Emment-Lewis for 
doing such a grand job 
as MC. 

He also gave a gener¬ 
al invitation to all those 
present to attend another 
fashion show, this time 
in the Hi-Tide at 7pm on 
Tuesday, September 17. 

Tickets are £6.95 each 
and include a meal of 
sausage and mash. 

Entertainment will be 
provided by Samantha 
B. The proceeds will go 
to the Porthcawl 
Mayor’s Civic Fund. 



ABOVE: 

Coun Mike Clarke and Coun Norah 
Clarke join event organiser 
Mary Emment-Lewis 
to draw the raffle prizes at the end 
of evening in the Grand Pavilion ^s 
Stager Door.. 


Pencoed cruise to 
pre-season victory 


PENCOED travelled to Virginia Park to 
face Caerphilly for this pre-season match, 
and on this occasion proved far too strong 
on the day against a much changed home 
side. 

Pencoed showed early dominance at the set 
scrummage with front row Sean Donovan, Tom 
Drew and Keiron Moore, supported by the Howells 
brothers Chris and Dan at lock, proving far too 
strong for the Caerphilly pack. 

Pencoed soon overturned scrum ball with Gareth 
Prentice showing good control to touchdown; Tom 
Cross converted. 

The Pencoed pack then set up the next try from a 
Tom Burke lineout take, several forwards handling 
as they spun infield before clever use of the exposed 
blindside saw Prentice in a one on one situation, the 
No8 doing the rest to cross in the comer. 

Caerphilly then opened their account, left wing 


Mules under- 16 s 
start the new 
season with a 
tight victory 


KENFIG HILL 
under-16s opened 
their campaign with 
a very difficult 
home game against 
last season’s Osprey 
Cup winners Neath 
Athletic. 

From the beginning 
Kenfig took the game to 
their opponents. Early 
on both teams made 
some breaks testing the 
defence of the other. 

It was however Kenfig 
who scored first follow¬ 
ing a good penalty touch 
finder by fly half Sam 
Young. Kenfig won the 
resulting line-out setting 
up a mck 10 metres from 
the Neath line. 

Young attempted to 
breach the Neath 
defence, being brought 
down just short, but 
inside centre Cameron 
Rees managed to collect 
the ball and squeezed 
over from short range. 
Connor Tantum success¬ 
fully kicked what would 
turn out to be a very 
important conversion. 

Neath slowly started 
to dominate territory and 
Kenfig had to m^e a 
number of last ditch tack¬ 
les to survive, although 
they always looked dan¬ 
gerous on the break. 

Inevitably though 
Neath did score as the 
constant pressure took its 
toll on the Kenfig defen¬ 
sive line. 

Neath, returning the 
ball well from a loose 
Kenfig kick, ensured 
quick ruck ball to create a 
3 on 1 overlap on the left 
wing for an easy touch 
down. 

This turned out to be 
the last score of the first 
half with Kenfig leading 
7-5 going into the sec¬ 
ond. 

In a reversal of the 
first half it was Kenfig 
who dominated territory 
early on and Neath who 
scored first. Following a 
kick through by Neath 
and a fumble by one of 
the Kenfig players in the 
middle of their own half, 
the chasing Neath player 
picked up the loose ball 
and ran it into the comer. 


This put Neath 10-7 up. 

Shortly after Neath 
benefited from another 
break away try with them 
running in the ball from 
the halfway line to put 
them 15-7 up. 

Kenfig continued to 
stick to their task and 
eventually had their 
reward through a well 
taken try by outside cen¬ 
tre Scott Hodgson. 

From a mck in the 
middle of the field, 
Hodgson sprinted from 
the left side across to the 
right, taking the ball at 
speed and creating an 
overlap, where a slight 
dummy offered to the 
two defenders allowed 
him to go between them 
unopposed and pull 
Kenfig to within three 
points. 

Both teams had further 
chances to score with the 
game remaining tight, 
but it was Kenfig who 
had the final say with 
replacement forward 
Cory Willmot crashing 
over from close range 
with only five minutes to 
go, making the final 
score 17-15 to the Mules. 

An outstanding win 
for Kenfig against a very 
good Neath team which 
should give the players 
confidence going for¬ 
ward. 

Kenfig will feel they 
could have scored more 
points with final passes 
going astray and wrong 
options being taken at 
vital moments but will be 
pleased that in the main 
they defended well. 

It was a very good day 
for the Kenfig pack 
although under intense 
pressure in the scmms 
they were outstanding in 
the loose. 

Special mention to 
Number 8 Nathan Jones 
who was impressive in 
his first game back after 
injury last season, but the 
man of the match for the 
Mules was openside 
flanker Joshua Dixon, 
good throughout the 
match but at key 
moments at the end of the 
game he secured key 
turnovers and put in 
some big try saving tack¬ 
les. JC 


Oliver Griffiths capitalizing on a somewhat hesitant 
Pencoed defence. Pencoed were soon back on track, 
wing Liam Halse fielded a home kick ahead before 
initiating a 60-metre counter to link with Glen 
Hiscocks, who put Cross over in the comer, and 
Pencoed led 17-5 at the break. 

Pencoed resumed to the ascendancy at the start of 
the second half and forceful driving play from 
replacement hooker leaun Watkins took him over 
under the posts, which Cross converted. 

Good combined play from Lloyd Ryland and 
Cross then put left wing Dean Coleman over wide 
out for Pencoed to lead 29-5. Sustained pressure in 
the home 22 led to Pencoed's sixth try, Watkins 
showing good hands to put Coleman over for his 
second. 

Caerphilly then got their second try through their 
elusive right wing Aeron Davies, who weaved his 
way over wide out. Adventure from the home side in 
their own 22 unfortunately cost them dear, their 
cross kick breaking for the alert Ken Morris, who 
took his chance to score in the comer and extend the 
Pencoed lead to 39-10. 

Flanker Burke then set up Pencoed’s next try, 
breaking away into the home 22 where a maul 
ensued and Liam Halse muscled his way over in 
determined fashion. 

Pencoed then finished as they had started, 
Prentice touching down for his try hat-trick follow¬ 
ing a strong scrum drive; Cross added his fourth 
conversion for a final scoreline of 10-53. 

Pencoed can feel satisfied with their pre-season 
match preparations, and will look to continue in the 
same vein at Taibach on Saturday in the opening 
league match of their 125th anniversary season. 

TR 


Sports shake 
off the rust 


THE first day of 
September also saw 
the first match of 
the season for 
Bridgend Sports 
under-15s, away at 
Hawthorn Leisure 
Centre, where they 
faced Rhydyfelin 
after the fixtured 
Treharris were 
unable to field a 
team. 

We knew what to 
expect from this team 
after the tough and gritty 
affair of last season. 

Ring rust was pretty 
apparent from the start 
as ball wasn't going easi¬ 
ly to hand and the team 
were too slow at the 
breakdown which result¬ 
ed in the home side 
being the first to recycle 
the ball and score with 
an impressive converted 
try. 

However, the Sports 
boys won two penalties 
which were slotted 
between the posts by 
Hywel, bringing the 
deficit to one point. 

The Sports were next 
to score with a mn from 
10 metres out by Ciaran, 
converted by Hywel. 
After a few wasted 
opportunities, Scott was 
next on the scoreboard, 
gliding between the 
posts, the try converted 
by Hywel. 

This was followed 


shortly afterwards by a 
lovely chip and chase by 
Hywel himself, the try 
going unconverted. 

Rhydyfelin were next 
to score with a drive over 
in the corner which 
involved most of the 
team, bringing the final 
score to Bridgend Sports 
25, Rhydyfelin 12. 

There was certainly 
room for improvement 
which we will no doubt 
see before the first round 
of the Ospreys Cup. A 
thank you to Chris at 
Rhydyfelin for accom¬ 
modating the under-15s 
in a hastily arranged 
match. 

The under-10s team 
took part in the 
Pencoed tournament, 
on Sunday, September 
1, for their first rugby 
fixture of the season. 

This was the first 
game where the team 
were able to put into 
practice the new rules 
they have learnt over the 
last few weeks in pre¬ 
season training. 

All the boys played 
really well against some 
strong opposition and 
the coaches were really 
pleased with the effort 
and dedication of the 
team and particularly 
thank the parents for 
their on going support. 

Training continues 
every Wednesday 6pm to 
7pm on the Bandstand. 

VT 


Did you know 
you can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend-todap. co. uk 
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How Pencoed family 
notched a stunning 
rugby trophy hat-trick! 



Porthcawl 
Bridge Club 


RECENT club 
night results from 
Porthcawl Bridge 
Club are as fol¬ 
lows: 

Saturday, August 17. 

First - Roger Plant and 
Betty Longley; second - 
Marie Hartland and Pat 
Haworth. 

Monday, August 19. 

First - Pat Haworth and 
Gary Williams; second - 
Trish Cogbill and Trish 
Saunders. 

Thursday, August 
22. First - Connie Dick 
and Trish Cogbill; sec¬ 
ond - Diane Reynolds 
and Julia Davies. 

Saturday, August 24. 
First - Liam Sheridan 
and Tony Haworth; sec¬ 
ond - Colin and Lavinia 


Thomas. 

Monday, August 26. 

First - Keith Davison 
and Rory Gibbon; sec¬ 
ond - Tony Haworth 
and Terry Dolan. 

Thursday, August 
29. First - Trish Cogbill 
and Trish Saunders; sec¬ 
ond - Roger Plant and 
Terry Dolan 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the 
Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel, 7pm-10.15pm. 
Visitors are welcome at 
any time. 

To contact the club, 
call secretary Trish on 
01656 785794. 

TH 


Billie-Jo aims 
for swim success 


BILLIE-JO 
Barrow from 
Bridgend will be 
making her 
Sainsbury’s School 
Games debut this 
month. 

The School Games is 
a multi-sport event for 
the nation’s talented 
young athletes, seeing 
over 1,600 potential 
future sports stars 
competing across 12 
sports. 

This year the com¬ 
petition takes place in 
Sheffield at Ponds 
Forge and 15-year-old 
Barrow will represent 
Wales as she takes on 
the best swimmers 
from England, 

Scotland and Ireland. 

“I feel really good 
going into the School 
Games and I’m sur¬ 
prisingly not very 
nervous, even though I 
have never competed 
in them before,” said 
Barrow, who will com¬ 
pete in the 50m and 
100m freestyle events. 

“I’m just really 
proud that I am going 
to be representing 
Wales in the School 
Games and it will be a 
great experience for 
me to compete in 


another testing compe¬ 
tition.” 

After securing 100m 
freestyle silver at 
March’s Welsh age 
group and youth 
championships, the 
Bridgend County 
Swimming Club starlet 
admits her confidence 
is high. 

“I would really like 
to reach the final and 
maybe go under 60 
seconds again, as I did 
in Newport in the 
100m freestyle,” she 
added. “Going this 
fast made me realise 
my swimming ability 
and as I have not been 
able to achieve this 
again it gives me some¬ 
thing to aspire to and 
work towards.” 

The Sainsbury 's 
2013 School Games, 
which is supported by 
National Lottery fund¬ 
ing from Sport England 
and delivered by the 
Youth Sport Trust, takes 
place in Sheffield from 
September 12-15. 

Visit www.2013school- 
games.com for more 
information 
By Hattie Lee 


A RUGBY-MAD 
Pencoed family has 
just a remarkable 
hat-trick of rugby 
trophies - spread 
over 35 years! 

It was in 1978 that 
Pencoed Primary School 
introduced a new rugby 
award - the Billy 
Gardner Player of the 
Year Shield - and the 
first winner was an 11- 
year-old scrum half, 
David Palmer 

David said: “I was the 
lucky recipient of what 
came to be a coveted 
award, which I got to 
take home to my parents 
house and keep for a 
year.” 

For David, it became a 
distant memory - at least 
until his sons took up the 
game, went to the same 
primary school, and start¬ 
ed showing some prom¬ 
ise 

His eldest son, 
Callum, who is now 14, 
received the same honour 
in his final year at 
Pencoed Primary, where 
he also captained the side 
to an unbeaten season. 

What’s more, Callum 
also plays scrum half and 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


has gone on to be select¬ 
ed as one of 12 players to 
represent Bridgend 

District and Wales in a 
prestigious Rugby 
Sevens tournament in 
Paris later this month! 

The Palmers weren’t 
finished yet, though. 
Perhaps as an insurance 
policy, he and his wife 
Emma had twin boys, 
and this year Corey and 
Curtis were in their final 
year at Pencoed Primary. 

Considering the fami¬ 
ly tradition at scrum half 
this presented a problem, 
but David said: 
“Fortunately, there was 
never any dispute about 
what position they would 
play. 

“Corey follows me 
and his elder brother in 
shape, while Curtis is a 
taller and slimmer, and 
always fancied himself 
as an outside half.” 

So, what happened 
when the school consid¬ 
ered the destination of 
this year’s Billy Gardner 
Shield? 


David said: “The boys 
were voted joint winners, 
as their sports teachers 
said they were unable to 
split them on ability and 
talent! 

“This will be the third 
year in my 45 years that 
the shield has come 
home for a year, and we 
are still the only father 
and sons to have 
achieved this honour. 

“Photos have been 
taken by Mr Lambert of 
myself and the boys and 
are going to be placed on 
the ‘Hall of Fame’ wall at 
the school for genera¬ 
tions to see. 

“This is a lovely touch 
by the school, as my twin 
boys have just finished 
there and, as a family, 
this is our last association 
with a school that I, 
Emma and our three chil¬ 
dren all attended.” 

Charity 
match for 
disabled 
football 

BRIDGEND 


Bridgend 
Bridge club 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, August 
28: first Kevin Maddox 
and Mike Bests, second 
John Henson and Geoff 
Tinkler, equal third Ray 
Smith and John Evans & 
John Beard and Liam 
Sheridan. 

The best placed 
improvers for Thursday 
29 August were Stuart 
Davies and Erancis 
Heslin. 

Eriday, August 30: 
first John and Christine 
Evans, second Wendy 
Williams and Jane 
Brook, third Bill Turner 
and Marjorie Morris. 


In addition to the regu¬ 
lar club nights on 
Wednesdays and Eridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm, to which all bridge 
players are welcome, on 
Thursdays from 2pm 
until 5pm, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are 
gentle bridge sessions 
primarily for the less 
experienced and where 
assistance is available. 

Lessons for beginners 
will resume on 
September 19; to register 
an interest please contact 
Steve Burgoyne (01656 
661968) or John Evans 
(01656 880372), either of 
whom will welcome your 
call. 

DN 


Disabled Football 
Club is looking to 
expand and start a 
ladies team. 

The club is family-run 
and self-funded, and is 
open to adults throughout 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

On Sunday, September 
8, the club is putting on a 
charity match where the 
team takes on Eathers 
Reaching Out at 
Bryncethin Sports Hall 
Astro turf pitch. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“The aim of the game is 
to raise money for both 
groups and promote 
awareness of disabled 
football and post-natal 
depression. Kick off is at 
1pm. 

“Everyone is wel¬ 
come to come along and 
help make this day a spe¬ 
cial one.” 

For more information, 
contact Kelly Hall on 
07880 749903. 


ABOVE: David 
Palmer with the Billy 
Gardener Shield with 
(left to right) Curtis, 
Callum and Corey. 


ABOVE (left to right): 
Curtis, Callum and Corey Palmer. 

PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MANDY THOMAS 

ivwiv.mandy thomas 
photography, co. uk 


The Cavs are 
denied on final 
day of season 


THE CAVS’ season 
ended painfully on 
Saturday afternoon 
with a close loss to 
league champions 
Pwll, meaning the 
Cavs finished a 
mere 10 points 
from promotion. 

Knowing that Baglan 
were likely to win, the 
Cavs knew they would 
have to win on Saturday 
if they were to get pro¬ 
moted to the SWCA 
Division 3. 

Pwll captain Huw 
Thomas won the toss 
and chose to bowl first 
in the lovely surround¬ 
ings in Pwll. The Cavs 
innings got off to a 
good start with opener 
Harry Withers (17) pun¬ 
ishing any loose balls 
that came his way from 
Rhodri Lewis (13.4-0- 
54-3) and Carl Bibby 
(13-3-19-2). 

However, a flurry of 
wickets saw the Cavs go 
from 24-0 to 32-3. 
Captain Snelson (17) 
batted well on the green 
pitch until he was 
bowled and the Cavs 
lost two wickets for one 
run to leave them in 
trouble at 53-5. 

Sam Pickford (32) 
and Gareth Hughes (12) 
then added 49 together 


for the 6th wicket and 
gave the Cavs hope that 
they could still win the 
game. A final flurry saw 
them reach 144 before 
they were all-out. 

Despite probably 
being about 20 runs 
short, the Cavs players 
knew that if they 
bowled and fielded well 
they would still be in 
with a chance of victory 
and promotion. 

Gareth Hughes (7.5- 
1-35-2) got the Cavs off 
to the perfect start, 
removing Pwll opener 
and danger man Craig 
Howells for 0. J George 
(25) and David 
Williams (33) steadied 
the Pwll ship with some 
aggressive batting 
before they were both 
dismissed. 

Pwll then began to 
lose wickets in pairs 
with two falling with 
the score on 75 to leave 
Pwll 5 down and give 
the Cavs the advantage. 

However, a good 
innings from David 
Richards (47*) effec¬ 
tively won the game and 
the title for Pwll despite 
the best efforts from the 
Cavalier bowlers, in 
particular Sam Pickford 
(12-2-38-2). 

Pwll finished 8 wick¬ 
ets down and fully 
deserve to be champions 


as they were by far the 
best team the Cavs 
played against this sea¬ 
son. 

The Cavs will now 
have to wait until next 
year to push for promo¬ 
tion again and will have 
all winter to ponder and 
rue the opportunities 
they failed to take earli¬ 
er in the season that 
could have secured pro¬ 
motion this year. 

Despite the game and 
season ultimately end¬ 
ing in disappointment, 
the Cavs can look back 
on a largely enjoyable 
season with many good 
memories. 

The Cavs would like 
to thank their sponsors: 
Simons Plaice, Anthony 
Brown Estate Agents, 
Chiropodist Roz 
Couzens, 

Accesstraining, co. uk. 
Red Dragon Computers, 
Llantwit Major 
Autocentre, Jaipur 
Bangladeshi & Indian 
Cuisine and Nathaniel 
for their much appreci¬ 
ated sponsorship of the 
club. 

BJ 


Second XI are 
denied final win 


THE one thing that can be said 
about Cowbridge 2nd XI this 
season is at least they have 
been consistent. Defeat has fol¬ 
lowed defeat and regrettably 
Cowbridge were to end their 
season on the same note, with 
defeat away to Clydach last 
Saturday. 

The Cowbridge captain won the 
toss, and on a damp looking wicket, 
decided to bowl first. Things started 
well for Cowbridge with an early 
wicket for Rian Thomas with the score 
only 11. 

Both Rian and Gareth John bowled 
very well resulting in the Clydach bats¬ 
men finding it difficult to score. 
Unfortunately, Cowbridge put down a 
couple of catches which were to prove 
costly as a partnership began to be 
built between the Clydach opener and 
number 3. 

In the end the partnership was bro¬ 
ken by Michael Hordley which 
brought the Clydach captain Brian 
Eisher to the crease with the score at 
103 off 33 overs. 

It became immediately clear that the 
Clydach captain wanted to increase the 
run rate and he did this to great effect. 
He began depositing the Cowbridge 
bowlers to all parts of the ground; 
clearing the boundaries with ease. 

Some stability was provided by Ian 
Evans’s bowling but this was not 
enough to stop the score rising rapidly. 
In the end B. Eisher was out to the last 
ball of the game, for a well made 107, 
with Clydach finishing on 240 for 4. 

This was a considerable total for 
Cowbridge to chase and to their credit 
they did their best in the face of some 
good bowling from Clydach. Both 
Josh Basey (27) and John Brazier (25) 
acquitted themselves well but in spite 
of some resistance from the captain, 
Alex Scot-Coombes and Ian Evan, the 


Clydach bowling proved too strong for 
the Cowbridge batsmen. In the end 
Cowbridge were out for 129. 

So the curtain falls on the 2013 sea¬ 
son for Cowbridge 2nd XL The fact 
that Cowbridge 2nd XI has not won a 
game all season speaks for itself. But, 
and it is big but, one has to put some 
perspective on the season. 

The step up from second division to 
first division cricket has been consider¬ 
able. Although it must be said that at 
times Cowbridge’s performances have 
been poor, the majority of the opposi¬ 
tion that Cowbridge have faced this 
season have simply been too good for 
Cowbridge; not surprising when you 
have teams such as Neath and 
Ynystawe, both established first divi¬ 
sion sides with a large membership 
base to call upon. 

Cowbridge 2nd XI is a side full of 
talented youngsters and some of the 
performances from the likes of Rian 
Thomas, Cai Owen and Joe Russell 
have been excellent. The atmosphere 
within the side, despite defeat follow¬ 
ing defeat, was always good and every 
game was played in an excellent spirit; 
something this author thinks is incred¬ 
ibly important. 

Thanks must be given to all those 
who have played for the side this sea¬ 
son and also to Jeff Davies who, as 
ever, scored for the side. This season 
has been a salutary one for Cowbridge 
2nd XI and a number of important les¬ 
sons have been learnt from the experi¬ 
ence. 

2013 should be consigned to the 
past and the side must look to the 
future and 2014 optimistic in the 
knowledge that things can only get bet¬ 
ter. 

JW 
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DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS J"5V 



BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


The 

GEM 


f M <v 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


Robin Jones 
Builder 


^0 years Experience 


All building repairs 
& maintenance 
undertaken: 

• Decking • Fencing 
Bathrooms & Kitchens 
• Roofing & 
Plastering etc. . 


01446 402830 


VALE 


. ROOFING 

• BRICKWORK 

• DRIVEWAYS 

• ALL GENERAL 
BUILDING WORK 

01446 488698 




^ BLEND SALE!A|^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4; Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.storline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


GRABit 


Loads from 
£150 +VAT 
Stone & 
Aggregate 
deliveries. 

^01446 700535 


• Kitchen Refurbishments • Fencing • Flooring 

• Bespoke Wardrobes • Decking • Doors 
Contact Rhys on 01446 790384 / 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


CALL NOW FOR 
A FREE QUOTE 

Kitchens & Carpentry 
Plumbing 
Electrical 

Painting/Decorating 

Plastering/Rendering 


Call 01446 ■7-74484 to 
advertise withi Thie GEIN/I, 
arid reachi 43,000 hiomes 
from Periarthi to 
Porthicawl 



D,P, 

BaiLDim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Corpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


‘S' 


o 

Reaching 
the people 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


Professional 
Driveway 

Cleaning introductory offer 
For sample area U Aj C PP|PF 
cleaned free of charge rlMLn rlxIvC 

Call 07767 578727 , 

www.attracfivedriveways.co.uk 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


> All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

> No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & TNSTAT T ATTON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfiLE CARPETS 

corne^^ tO' 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



The GEM 

01446 774484 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
IVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 
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TOM 

EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 



House 
Renovation- 
Decor Service 

30 years experience 


Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 



STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


► Interior/Exterior 
‘ Cleon, Friendly 

‘ Professional 

► No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPIIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 





Free Estimates & Advice 

02920 254589 
07828 626743 
07756 334985 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
Certified 
25 years experience 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 
07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

BBBBB 01446 796905 
07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—. J Fast • Polite • Professional 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & limber Windows , ^ 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels 

& Stains ^ 

. Broken Handes/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded ^ 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


PROFESSIONAL 

ADVICE 

AND INSURANCE 
OUOTATIONS 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


SERVICES 

For all types of 
garden work. 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


JM7 Decking 

Est. 1999 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


■vfitdOMf ne ujr 

• Window and Door Repair • 


MG fC . err 
WINDOWS 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ N Call Martyn on: 

N , j 01446 796795 

^ or 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk _ 
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Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


BESPOKE 
TIMBER DESIGN 
& CONSTRUCTION 
Equestrian Buildings 
• Decking, Gazebo’s, 
Pergolas 
• Fencing 

' Workshops & Sheds 


01446 772139 / 07725 811207 

www.jwdecking. co. uk 


lAUt > StAVICC • AfPAilS • SPARES 

I WINTER 8ERVICC DEALS NOW AVAILABLE | 
IId«I in«l« Mfvicad a 
CoUfcKOrr fffvka < 

% 

aaoafomfm jfgiwnaaacoFa 

^ NtK LknikMi. | 

CgwRUSjlCFTITFr 

Twki 0144i77fM2« 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 

BmocE 

Kue 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& EENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIEIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Eiectricai 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 


0/446 403072 I gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


iP! 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Instaiiers 

• Patios • Decking • Fencing 

• Block Paved & Resinbond 

• Driveways • WaUing 

• Water Features/Ponds 

• TUrfing 

Nick: 07790166480 
or 01446 710736 ? 

www.npls.co.uk 




35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers issso 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small, Jast ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


nttnt 
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Q? A Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


DC Pfumhinti 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

.Utlu* ir 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job i 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



JW Bathrooms 

JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
^ & Tiling 

• Plumbing • Tiling 

• Plastering • Wet Rooms 

Free estimates 

No job too small 

01446 400225 
07866 470754 

r 


^ 01446 
794266 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 

/v 
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Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 

fMAN WITH] 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 07510a 

All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 

Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 
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INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD^ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

Possibly the Cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Availabie 

c> mm. 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 




ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


3©[li]®®[l 

Ll®l^®C?aCitlS 


LANEWISE '' 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
V 07798 501267 J 





dtsllns 


Driving School Ltd 

d 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 


• One week crash courses including test 


1 • Automatic Vehicles now available 

1^ 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


MATHS 

TUTOR 

with Maths degree 
(CRB checked). 

01446 753772 
07815 128313 


wwwJucebooLcom/glamorgangem www,twitter,com/gem news 


Thursday, September 5th, 2013 




DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 



minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


riig minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY! 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any; Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price locally for: 

Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES PfilD 

FOR UNWANTED SCRfiP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc — 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Wanted all cars 


and vans 

TRADING dead or alive 

• MoT failures • Fast, friendly service 

• Insurance write offs • Free Collection 

• Accident damaged 

• Un-economincal repair 

“ Up to £5000 cash paid on the spot 
All scrap and unwanted vehicles 
Registered with Environment Agency & Council 
01446 500229 or 07531 782162 
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Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instalMon 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk | 




^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Steve Floyd trading as 
Steve Floyd Ltd of 63 

Highfield Place, Sarn, 
Bridgend CF32 9RN is 
applying for a licence to 
use John Raymond 
Transport Yard, 
Ewenny Ind Est, 
Bridgend CF31 3EZ 
as an operating centre 
for 4 goods vehicles 
and 0 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at 
the same time send a 
copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 



2 BEDROOM 
DETACHED 
BUNGALOW 

GCH, DG, 
fully redecorated, 
new carpets. 

Tel: 07976 921201 


g®Gp 


Nissan 
Micra 1.3 

Aug 99. 5-dr silver, 
66k, taxed & MOTd 
until January 2014. 

£550 

01446 760520 


02 Peugeot 
206CC 
Convertible 

25,500 miles, new MOT, 
excellent condition. 

£2,600 ono 
01446 795977 

before 7pm 


08 Audi A4 
Convertible 2.0 TDi 



Metallic Blue. Black leather upholstery, 51k genuine 
mileage with full Audi service history, 44mpg, 10 
months MOT and 3 months road tax, 4 new tyres, 
hands free phone kit and reversing sensors. 

£9,450 ono 

Tel 07802 184000 or 07789 270007 


Y Reg Auto 

Nissan Micra 

10OOcc, 44k, taxed & 
MOT Nov 13. In daily 
use, fault - paint peeling 
on tailgate. 

£600 ono 
01656 786613 
07961 070585 


2009 

Fiat Panda 

Blue, immaculate 
condition, only 8,000 
miles with new MOT. 

£3,400 

01446 792147 



Mobile Home 

38ft X 10ft 

Gas central heating, 
PVC double glazing 
windows, 2 bedrooms, 
bathroom, kitchen, 
living room. 

Ideal self build or 
holiday let. 

£1,495 ovno 
07836 270723 




|0fFJL^IMMON 


LABOUR ONLY 
TRADES 


Persimmon Homes are a national house builder 
with regional businesses across the country. 

Persimmon Homes East Wales are looking to develop 
their business in the Barry Newport, Pontypridd, 
Chepstow, Llanharan, Aberdare areas. We have new 
developments being progressed currently with 
construction anticipated to start mid 2013, early 2014. 
We are looking to source an element of local labour 
ordy sub-contractors to service these sites, in 
anticipation of these developments commencing. 
Trades to be considered are:- 
Carpenters, Bricklayers, Painters, 

Wall Tilers and Dry Liners/Plasterers. 

If you wish to express an interest in these 
appointments, please send your details to the 
following: 

Patricia Jenkins, Persimmon Homes East Wales 
Llantrisant Business Park, Llantrisant 
Rhondda Cynon Taff CF72 8YP. 


NVQ LEVEL 3 OR EQUIVALENT 
QUALIFIED MECHANIC 

REQUIRED FOR BUSY GARAGE. 

ATA accreditation favourable. Ideally will have worked for 
Franchised Dealer or German Brand Specialist. 

Salary circa 18k to 25k plus bonus & benefits 
(Experience & Qualification Dependent). 

Call us on 01446 327007 
or email CV to enq@datsc.com 




ACORN 

STAIRLIFT 

Good condition, 
regularly serviced, buyer 
dismantles and collects. 

£300 ono 
07883 019730 

(BARRY) g^/gg 


Acorn Stairlift 

Standard straight 
stairs (includes 
fitting by Brooks 
authorised engineer). 

£750 

01446 711739 

1 Dozen 
Dolls 

In transparent cases, 
dressed in national 
costumes. Each approx T 
high, any reasonable offers. 

02920 530344 

(Sully) 34/35 


Leather 

Chesterfield Suite 

Antique Red colour: 3 seat 
settee, 1 club armchair, 1 
high back wing chair, 1 foot 
stool, small stool. Very good 
condition. Cost £1,500 new. 
Bargain £500 
01443 227626 
07546 519784 35 / 3 , 

Bathmate 
Reclining Bath 

With remote, charger 
and manual. Cost £460, 
sell £250 ono. 

Mira Shower with fitting 
£20 ono. 

01446 404891 

Buyer collects. 


LEEKES 

10 new solid beech 
kitchen doors, units, 

3 drawer unit, 

S/S fan hood. 

£150 

01656 789096 

36/37 

Electric 
Recliner Chair 

Very comfortable in good 
condition and working 
order. Green plush fabric, 
complete with head 
cushion. Genuine reason 
for sale. £250 ono. 

01446 771428 


Due to relocation: 

Furniture, White 
Goods, Beds, 
Bedding, TV, 
Accessories, 
China etc. 

Call 01446 774688 

for more information 34 / 3 g 

Zender Piano 
& Stool 

Piano is attractive 
and compact. 

£250 

07905 909869 


Mobility 

Scooter 

Complete with cover. 
Nearly new. 

£475 ono 
07504 878612^ ^^ 

Three Seater 
Sofa &Two 
Seater Sofa 

Faux leather/fabric, brown 
with large scatter back 
cushions. Excellent 
condition. £300 
01446 700203 

36/37 


Solid Mahogany 
Office Desk 

With leather swivel chair & 
mahogany (6’ x 2.5’) 
bookcase. All like new. 

Will sell separately. 

For more information, call 

07899 946977 

Miskin 35 / 3 , 
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HOWARD 

Reginald 

Died peacefully on August 29th at the 
Heath Hospital. 

Reg, beloved husband of the late Pamela, loving 
father of Beverly, Diane, Stephen, and Timothy. Dear 
father in law of Randy, Nigel, Michelle and Tina. 
Doting grandfather of Bronwen, Ceri, Andrew, Jason, 
Megan, Jessica and Kimberly and great grampy to 
Maggie, Pam and Audrey. 

He will be sadly missed by all who knew and 
loved him. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 7 
Tynewydd Road Barry CF62 8HB, until his funeral 
service at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Port 
Road East, Barry, on Monday 9th September at 3pm. 
Family flowers only, please. Donations may be sent to 
the Funeral Directors or can be made after the service 
in memory of Reg to the British Heart Foundation. 
AU enquries to 01446 421212. 




Congratulations to newlyweds 

Marc and 
Paula King 

24.08.2013 

A perfect day to remember, 

A lifetime to share... 

Filled with warmth and affection... 
And tender love and care. 

Wishing you a long and happy future together. 
You deserve all the happiness in the world. 

With much love from all the family xxx 


Happy 18 th ISwtkday 

Rosie 
Jane 
Peters 

on 8th September 

Love from 

Mum, Dad & 
all the family 

xxx 






Mr & Mrs K Major 
are proud to announce the 
engagement of their son 

DANIEL 

to 

VICTORIA CHAFFE 


on 27th August 2013. 

Best wishes for your happy future. 
Love from all your family. 




DOG 

GROOMING 

by Simone 

(Over 15 years experience) 

• Home Breeding • No dog too small 

• Dog Walking or too big 

• House Sitting • All dogs catered for 

• Pick Up & Collection • Available 7 days 

Service Available a week 

Call 07716 880169 




NORRIS 

Rosalind Mary 

Rosalind, of Pentwyn, Llanblethian, Cowbridge, on 
August 28th, died peacefully at home, aged 94. 

Bom Rosalind England on 27th Febmary, 1919, at Pentre 
Gwilym, Llanishen, to Major and Mrs J.H. England, she 
became a VAD nurse during the war and served on the 
aircraft carrier, HMS Glory, which had been converted 
into a hospital ship, helping to nurse and repatriate 
prisoners of war. She served the local community with 
“Meals on Wheels” for over 40 years. 

Beloved wife of the late Robert, dearly loved 
mother of Richard, Robert and Joey and sadly 
missed grandmother of Louis, Laura, Jonathan, 
Catrin, David, Gemma and Josh. 

The funeral service will be held on Monday, 16th 
September, at 2.00pm in Llanblethian Church, followed 
by a burial in the Churchyard. Family flowers only, 
but donations may be made to Diabetes UK, c/o J.W. 
James, 11, Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Cardiff, CF62 3DZ 
(Cheques only please) 


COX 

Glenys Enid 

Peacefully at Velindre Hospital, Glenys, 
devoted wife of Doug, much-loved mother 
of Susan and Alison, loving granny of 
Gemma, Hannah, Christopher and Emily. 

Funeral service at St Bridget’s Church, St Brides 
Major on Monday September 9 at 11am, followed 
by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium. 
Family flowers only, donations in lieu of flowers 
made payable to Velindre Fund Raising and 
forwarded to Velindre Hospital, Velindre Road, 
Whitchurch, Cardiff. 


DAVIES 

Gareth 


Passed away suddenly at Llandough 
Hospital on 21st August 2013, aged 66. 

Gareth will be sadly missed by all who loved 
and knew him. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, Barry until his funeral service 
on Friday, September 6th at 3.45pm, at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Memorial Park Port Road, Barry. 


-mm 



barry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co. u k 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



CRIDLAND 

Raymond 

Peacefully on 29 August 2013 at 
Barry Hospital, Raymond, aged 89, 
husband of the late Kathleen, father of 
Janice, Kathleen and Jean. 

Resting at the chapel of Wil li am James & Sons, 
Fonmon, tel 01446 710096, until the funeral service 
at Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road, Barry 
on Tuesday 10 September 2013 at 12.00 noon. 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 

• Trade • Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation • Births etc 

Use The GEM 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL • CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 


Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

2013/00761/FUL 

Two storey extension to west elevation, new garden 
room to rear (north) elevation 
Stable Cottage, Broughton 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 


Affecting the Monknash 


2013/00766/FUL 

Raise Height of lower roof to create bedrooms 
Eagle Cottage behind Eagle House, Eagle Lane, 
Cowbridge 

Cowbridge 

2013/00773/RG3 

Repairs to the Grade II listed eastern Shelter; New 
walkways and various other works to public realm. 
Eastern Promenade, Barry Island, Barry 


Conservation Area:/Ardal Gadwraeth Barry (Marine) 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 
Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2013/00774/LBC 

Repair and restoration of the Eastern Shelter; 
repairs to deal with concrete spalling and cracks 
caused by water ingress; provision of new surfacing 
to the promenade under the shelter; provision of 
new guide rail next to the roof perimeter to safe¬ 
guard pedestrian access as access to the roof is 
being opened up as part of the wider eastern prom¬ 
enade works. 

Eastern Shelter, Barry Island, Barry 
Affecting the Barry (Marine) 

2013/00806/FUL 

An extension to a bridge adjoining Caffi Nia and a 
proposed seperate toilet block. 

Caffi Nia, The Kiosk, 4, Willow Walk, Cowbridge 

Cowbridge 


Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2013/00811/CAC 

Proposed demolition of existing rear annex, alter¬ 
ations and minor extension to rear annex of proper¬ 
ty, plus carport and bin store 
42, Clive Place, Penarth 

Penarth 


Listed Building Consent/ Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00774/LBC 

Repair and restoration of the Eastern Shelter; 
repairs to deal with concrete spalling and cracks 
caused by water ingress; provision of new surfacing 
to the promenade under the shelter; provision of 
new guide rail next to the roof perimeter to 
safeguard pedestrian access as access to the roof 
is being opened up as part of the wider eastern 
promenade works. 

Eastern Shelter, Barry Island, Barry 

Grade II 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00802/LBC 


Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 


Replacement of lath and plaster ceilings with 
plasterboard and gypsum skim to existing internal 
walls and tiling of window reveals 
The Flat, 71, Eastgate, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


2013/00817/LBC 

Alterations to office accommodation, including form¬ 
ing new reception, upgrading storage space to office 
accommodation and improving disabled access 
Docks Office, Subway Road, Barry 


Adeilad Rhestredig Grade I 

Affectini 


of a Listed Buildinq/ 


Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


2013/00771/FUL 

Green oak framed garage and store to side of 
dwelling 

Court Farmhouse, Llansannor, Cowbridge 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig Affecting The Great Barn and The Granary, both 
Grade II 

A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00745/OUT 

Proposah/Cynnig: Residential development comprised of 60% afford¬ 

able housing and 40% open market family housing, 
and associated works, including strategic access 
point 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land South of Primrose Hill, Cowbridge 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposah/Cynnig: 


2013/00773/RG3 

Repairs to the Grade II listed eastern Shelter; New 
walkways and various other works to public realm. 
Eastern Promenade, Barry Island, Barry 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


2013/00778/FUL 

Conversion of former Marine Hotel, demolition of 
storage building, development of surrounding land 
for 20 affordable residential units, and associated 
works 

Former Marine Hotel, Barry Island 
2013/00822/FUL 

Construction and use of an anaerobic digestion 

facility and associated works 

Penllyn Estate Farm, Llwynhelig, Cowbridge 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


2013/00833/FUL 

Creation of sports training pitches, erection of main¬ 
tenance facilities, associated car parking and inter¬ 
nal roadway 

Opposite Hensol Villas, Hensol 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogoniine.pianning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 5th September, 2013 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager, Development & Building Controi, 

Vaie of Giamorgan Councii, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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TOYOTA 


ALUJAYSA 
BETTER UJAY 


Get a brand neui YARIS Trend 

ujith Free Satellite Navigation ujorth £650'^'' 


1 year’s FREE 00/ APR 
INSURANCE vJ /O tl^y 


Per 

Month" 


UN^LIEVABLE 
BUTTRUE 


Reserve your today 


FRF Toyota Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 646646 uiuiui.frfbridgend.toyota.co.uk 


year 


TOYOTA 

lUARRANTY 


Model shown is Yaris Trend 1.33 VVT-i 5 door manual £14,795. Off er excludes metallic paint extra £495. Prices correct at time of publication and include VAT, delivery charge, number plates, 1 year’s road fund licence and £55 first registration fee *0% APR Representative only available on new 


retail orders of Yaris Trend when ordered between 1 July and 30 September 2013 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services, Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ before 31 December 2013 on a 3 year Access Toyota (PCP) plan with 0-27% deposit. ''Payment 
shown is based on a 3 year Access Toyota (PCP) plan with £3,636.40 deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Excess miles 

? insurance offer is 
must be aged 21 


over 30,000 charged at 8p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through Access Toyota. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. tl year’s free comprehensive 
subject to purchase being made via Toyota Financial Services on a Personal Contract Purchase (PCP) only and is available on all new Yaris models when ordered and financed between 1 July and 30 September 2013. Vehicles must be registered by 31 December 2013. All drivers must be aged 21 
years and over. Offer is limited to the insured plus up to four additional drivers. The insured and all drivers must have held a full UK driving licence fora minimum of 2 years and had no more than 1 fault claim in the last 3 years. Off er only available to customers with no more than 1 minor motoring 
conviction in the last 3 years. Standard Toyota Motor Insurance Terms & Conditions apply (available on request) - these will be confirmed in the policy document.''''Offer available on selected offers only, terms and conditions apply. 


Yaris Trend 1.33 VVT-i 5 door manual Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 41.5 (6.8), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7), Combined 51.4 (5.5). C02Emissions 127g/km. The mpg figures quoted are 
sourced from offi dal EU-regulated test results. These are provided for comparability purposes and may not refl ect your actual driving experience. 





Thursday, September 5th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 35 


LOU/ COST MOTORING 

at FRF Toyota - U/e give you MORE for LESS! 


2013 PLATE 

TOYOTAAYGO 1.0 FIRE 3DR 


2013 PLATE 

TOYOTAYARIS TR 1.33 SDR U/ITH TOUCH+ GO 



ORFORONLY 


£10995 

SAVE £3720 

AGAINST MRRP 


SPECIFICATION 

• UP TO 5 YEARS U/ARRANTY 
•UPT065MPG 

• GROUP1 INSURANCE 

• FREE DRIVEAU/AY INSURANCE 



SPECIFICATION 

• UP TO 5 YEARS U/ARRANTY 
•FULL TOUCH SCREEN 

• LOU/ INSURANCE 


Massive Choice & Massive Savings 


Cost Neuj_£17995- 


Cost Neuj.£2i85Cr 


Cost Neuj.£1549Q- 

Noui only 


Now only 


Now only 

£11995i 

SAVE£6000 ' 

AGAINST MRRP 


£13495, 

SAVE £8355 

AGAINST MRRP 


£8995 

SAVE£4495 

AGAINST MRRP 




Just a small selection of our stock 


1212 Toyota Auris SR 1.6 5dr 

• Black • 5000 Miles 


1212 Toyota Avensis TR 1.8 Tourer CVT 

• Grey • 13000 Miles 


1212 Toyota iQ 3 1.33 3dr 

• Black • 14000 Miles 



13 62 Toyota Aygo Fire 1.0 3dr 

• Orange • 4 Miles 


12 62 Toyota Rav4 SR 2.2 D-C AT 5dr 

• Black • 12000 Miles 


Cost Neuj.£19e2Cr I 

Now only 

£11795; 

SAVE £7225 

AGAINST MRRP | 

1111 Toyota Urban Cruiser AU/D 4x41.4D 5dr 

• Silver • 28000 Miles 




Cost Neuj.£149e5 


Now only 


£11495, 


SAVE £3470 


AGAINST MRRP 




1111 Toyota Verso-S T Spirit 1.33 5dr 

• Silver *20000 Miles 


13 62 Toyota Yaris TR 1.4 D4D 3dr 

• Black* 5 Miles 


1262VauxhallAstraSRi5dr 

* Silver * 13800 Miles 


1161 

1010 

0909 

1060 

1261 

1212 

1010 

1060 

1111 

1010 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1161 

1010 

1362 

1161 

1060 

1060 

1060 

1010 

1212 

1261 

nil 

nil 

0808 

1212 

1262 


TOYOTA AURIS SR1.6 SDR BLUE 19000 MILES. 

TOYOTA AURIS TR 1.6 SDR SILVER 21300 MILES 

TOYOTA AURIS TR 1.6 SDR BLUE 19000 MILES . 

TOYOTA AURIS T4 HSD BLUE 202S0 MILES .. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS TR 1.8 SDR TOURER GREY 14000 MILES 
TOYOTA AVENSIS TR 2.0 D4D 4DR BLUE 14000 MILES 

TOYOTAAVENSISTR1.8SDRTOURERGREY33000 MILES. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS TR 1.8 SDR TOURER BLUE 29000 MILES 
TOYOTAAVENSISTR2.0 D4DTOURING GREY2S000 MILES... 

TOYOTAAYGO BLUE 1.0 SDR BLUE 28000 MILES. 

TOYOTAAYGO BLUE 1.0 SDR BLUE 12400 MILES 
TOYOTAAYGOGO 1.0 SDR GREY 13900 MILES 
TOYOTAAYGOGO 1.0 SDR GREY 2SS00 MILES 
TOYOTA AYGO ICE 1.0 SDR RED 21S00 MILES 
TOYOTA YARIS TR1.4D4D SDR GREY 43000 MILES 
TOYOTA YARIS TR 1.4 D4D SDR RED SO MILES 
TOYOTA YARIS SR 1.33 SDR UJHITE 6S00 MILES 
TOYOTA YARIS TR 1.0 SDR GREY 22000 MILES 

TOYOTA YARIS TR 1.33 SDR RED 12000 MILES . 

TOYOTA YARIS TR 1.33 SDR RED 21000 MILES 
TOYOTA YARISTR1.4D4DSDRSILVER47000MILES 

TOYOTA YARIS TR 1.4 D4D SDR SILVER 9S00 MILES. 

TOYOTA YARIS TR 1.33 SDR BLACK 7100 MILES. 


TOYOTA YARIST-SPIRIT 1.33 SDRRED19600 MILES. 

TOYOTA YARIS T-SPIRIT 1.33 SDR SILVER 12300 MILES. 
BMUi ISERIES 1161ES SDR AUTO UJHITE S8000 MILES... 
VAUXHALLCORSASXI AIR CON SDRBLACK12900 MILES. 
VOLKSUJAGEN POLO MATCH 60 SDR BLACK 9000 MILES.. 


.£ 9,995 

£ 8,495 

.£ 7,495 

£ 10,995 

£ 13,495 

£ 14,395 

£ 9,995 

£ 10,495 

.£ 13,995 

.£ 7,295 

£ 6,495 

£ 6,495 

£ 6,795 

£ 6,695 

£ 6,495 

£ 11,495 

£ 9,995 

£ 7,495 

.£ 7,995 

£ 7,995 
£ 7,995 
£ 11,995 
£ 9,295 
£ 8,995 
£ 9,495 
£ 7,995 
£ 7,995 
.£ 9,995 


South UL/ales’ largest selection of nearly neuj Toyota’s 


OVER 50% OF OUR STOCK ARE NON TOYOTA FRANCHISE 


UJITH EVERY USED CAR UJE GIVE YOU... 

FREE FUEL ON SELECTED VEHICLES • FREE 12 MONTHS’ AA ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

FREE MINIMUM 12 MONTHS’ WARRANTY* • FREE 6 MONTHS’ SERVICE* 

FREE MOT FOR LIFE* • OVER 150 CARS IN STOCK 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 


tRepresentatiue Finance example based on Toyota Yaris TR 1.33: Cash Price £10,995,Deposit £1,650, Balance to Finance £9,345, To 

1 Payment of £4740.80 based on 10,000 miles per annum. Duration of Contracts months, Interest Rate (fixed) 6%, Re- 

of the goods to you. Excess Miieage Charge Rate applicable if the permitted Maximum is exceeded 6 Pence per miie. *T 
neuj list prices. 



SCAN HERE WITH YOUR SMART 
PHONE TO VIEW OUR USED CAR 
OFFERS ON OUR WEBSITE 


, MORE FRF TOYOTA USED 
^ CAR OFFERS ONLINE 


ujuiUi.frftoyota.co.uk 
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PGIO GROUP SHINE IN USA! 


PGIO coaching 
under-14s have 
recently returned 
from the USA where 
the team took part 
in FIFA and USSF 
regulated unique 
international foot¬ 
ball tournaments in 
Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Las 
Vegas. 

The team successfully 
won the San Francisco 
Cup and came third in the 
Los Angeles based tour¬ 
nament played in 
Anaheim; in both tourna¬ 
ments they were the only 
team from the UK and 
Europe competing. 

The team, made up of 
players from Y sgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 
in Barry and Cowbridge 
secondary school in the 
Vale, competed against 
teams from across the 
USA and Mexico. 

The players also met 
Chivas USA professional 
footballer and former 
Mexico international 
Juan Francisco Palencia 
who is director of foot¬ 
ball at Chivas USA, who 
participated in two World 
Cups for his country. 

While being inspired 
at LA Galaxy the players 
also met NBA Chicago 



The winning team. 

Bulls basketball star 
Derrick Rose and the 
USA girls’ national 
under-18 team. 

Following on from the 
success, PGIO will be 
taking junior teams and 
coaches to Barcelona, 
Dubai and Gambia over 
the next six months as 
well as providing coach¬ 
ing opportunities in the 
USA. PG 


Bowlers 

celebrate 

promotion 

CONGRATULATIONS to Llantwit Major's A 
team who, on Saturday, under the captaincy of 
Richard George, defeated Ynysbwl on all rinks 
in a landslide win to secure promotion from 
the sixth division. 

The club finals competitions were also held on the 
weekend. In the mens’ championship Graham Jones 
came out the winner in a close game which could 
have gone either way against former champion John 
Crane 21-18. 

In the two bowl handicap David Post beat previ¬ 
ous winner Mike Adams in a one sided affair with 
David sending up long jacks to overcome Mike 21- 
6 . 

In the Frank Rhodes cup, Arthur Hayes, after trail¬ 
ing at the start, got the better of Mike Harmon with 
his experience telling to win 21-14. 

In the Tyro competition Kyle Garrison a newcom¬ 
er to the club bowled beautifully with his bowls con¬ 
stantly in or around the jack to out bowl Mike 
Harmon 21-8. It was a well organised two days of 


competitions by Nick Parry. 


NY 


TIM’S DOUBLE 

ABERTHIN'S Tim Vaughan landed a dou¬ 
ble at Worcester last week with Chilbury 
Hill and Falcarragh. 

The former, ridden by 7lb claiming jockey 
Michael Byrne, finished one-and-a-quarter lengths 
ahead of the Evan Williams trained Arguam, part¬ 
nered by stable jockey Paul Moloney, in the selling 
handicap hurdle and the latter, ridden by Richard 
Johnson, took the novices’ hurdle beating the 
Rebecca Curtis trained Castle Beach. 

BRIAN LEE 


Part Worn Tyres 


Supplied, fitted 
AUTO CENTRE and Balanced 

13"-£12.50 
14"-£15.00 


Unit 12E. 

Atlantic trading Estate, 
Barry. C63 3RF 
01446 738496 

• Servicing 

• MoT Work 

• Welding 

on all makes 
and models 
undertaken 


Local company serving local people 


15 "-£ 20.00 
16"-£25.00 
17"-£30.00 
Price includes disposal 
of your old tyre. 


Dinas Powys FC 
suffer home loss 
to Penrhiwceiber 


FOR the second 
week running, 
Dinas Powys man¬ 
ager Dave 
Penikett had to re¬ 
shuffle his squad, 
with several play¬ 
ers unavailable or 
injured for this 
game against 
Penrhiwceiber 
Rangers. 

Dinas had the first 
chance to open the 
scoring after eight min¬ 
utes when a strong run 
down the left wing and 
a good cross by Ben 
Ah-mun found the head 
of Dan Owen but his 
effort cleared the cross¬ 
bar. 

Dinas got the break¬ 
through on 15 minutes 
when a Dave Penikett 
free-kick found Carlos 
Indjai, and his looping 
header beat Rangers 
keeper Kurt Rodgers 
for the opener. 

Just three minutes 
later they almost 
repeated the move; 
Penikett’s free kick was 
again headed goalward 
by Indjai, beating 
Rodgers, but a defend¬ 
er just cleared the ball 
off the goal-line. 

The home side’s 
defence was coping 
well with any attacks 
by the visitors most of 
the time but a quick 
Ceiber free kick almost 
caught them napping 
and Dinas keeper 
James Curtin had to be 
alert to bravely smother 
the ball at the striker’s 
feet. 

Late in the half, 
good link-up play 
between Joe 
Briscombe, Indjai and 
Ah-mun looked prom¬ 
ising but Ah-mun was 
dispossessed and the 
attack broke down. 
Dinas deserved their 
half-time lead on 
chances created. 

However, a succes¬ 
sion of injuries in the 


second half gave the 
visitors the upper hand. 

First after a good run 
down the right wing by 
Ah-mun, he was tack¬ 
led and fell awkwardy 
and had to be replaced 
by Dimitri Fallas after 
just five minutes. 

Fallas soon made an 
impression, giving the 
Ceiber defence a hard 
time with his strong 
runs. 

The visitors drew 
level when a comer 
was only half cleared 
to Seb Haggett ,who 
found the net through a 
crowd of players with a 
hard, low shot 12 min¬ 
utes into the half. 

Dinas had a half 
chance when Luke 
Swaffield got a shot 
away from a throw-in 
but his effort went over 
the bar. 

Indjai then pulled up 
injured and had to be 
replaced by Matthew 
Tucker with 15 minutes 
remaining - followed 
shortly by Joe 
Briscombe, also with a 
leg injury, Scott Muir 
replacing him. 

This upset the bal¬ 
ance of the Dinas side 
and it was backs to the 
wall time. 

A free kick out wide 
was headed against the 
Dinas cross-bar and 
cleared but Ceiber were 
not to be denied and, 
after a mix-up in the 
Dinas defence, Nathan 
Prodger fired home the 
winner late in the 
game. 

Dinas must put this 
defeat behind them 
with two cup games 
ahead of them, the first 
on September 7 when 
they entertain 
Abertillery Bluebirds at 
the Murch in the 
Nathaniel Car Sales 
League Cup round 1. 

Squad: 1 James 
Curtin, 2 James Marr, 

3 Chris Brownhill, 4 
Dave Penikett, 5 James 
Bloxham (c), 6 Paul 


Penikett, 7 Luke 
Swaffield, 8 Carlos 
Indjai, 9 Joe 
Briscombe, 10 Ben Ah- 
Mun, 11 Dan Owen, 12 
Dimitri Fallas, 14 
Matthew Tucker, 15 
Mike Lazarou, 16 Scott 
Muir. 

PK 


Stars turn out 
for cricket 
match in aid 
of the Tom 
Maynard Trust 


ST FAGANS Cricket Club, on 
the outskirts of Cardiff, will 
be the setting for a special cel¬ 
ebration cricket match on 
Friday, September 13, as 
Matthew Maynard brings a 
star-studded team to play the 
local side, with the profits 
going to the Tom Maynard 
Trust. 

St Fagans was where Tom, tragi¬ 
cally killed in a rail accident, had 
played most of his club cricket in 
Wales - following in the footsteps 
of his father, who himself was also a 
St Fagans stalwart. The match will 
have a special poignancy for the 
Maynard family, because of their 
close connections with the club. The 
invitation XI is being sponsored by 
Abbey Glass and CPS, with kit pro¬ 
vided courtesy of MKK Sports. 

Already confirmed for 
Matthew’s team are former 
England Test and one-day stars 
Andy Caddick, Paul Nixon, Phillip 
De Freitas, Neil Fairbrother and 
Shaun Udal, as well as former 
Australian all-rounder Ian Harvey. 

They are joined by Kent and for¬ 
mer Glamorgan batsman Mike 
Powell and former Glamorgan 
seam bowler Andrew Davies. 


Wales rugby union international 
Rhys Williams is lined up to play, 
along with, of course, Matthew 
himself. 

A number of current Glamorgan 
players will also be in attendance 
on the day. 

The match itself starts at 2.30pm 
and will be preceded by a special 
marquee lunch, with entertainment 
being provided by one of 
Matthew’s close friends, the former 
Lancashire, Durham and England 
opening batsman and renowned 
public speaker, Graeme Fowler. 

Robert Croft, a long time playing 
colleague of Matthew’s, has agreed 
to act as MC for the lunch. 

Corporate tables are available 
for booking by completing the 
booking form: 

stfaganscricket.hitscricket.com/club 
s/3171/docs/Booking % 20form % 20 
TMT.pdf. 

The match is open to the public - 
admission £5 for adults and chil¬ 
dren being admitted free of charge. 
There will be a hog roast in the late 
afternoon. 

More information is available by 
visiting the St Fagans Cricket Club 
website: 

stfaganscricket.hitscricket.com 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 

You can’t get better than a Barry tyre fitter! 

SPECIAL OFFER ~ 

Air Conditioning check and 
re-gas for only £39.95 ^ 

Only with this advert, (normaiiy £55) 


CAR SERVICING 

from only 

IS ■'*1 £49.95 

K e ■ Main dealer servicing, 

H not at main dealer prices. 

'R| * ^ Top grade oils used. 

I Service records 

I fully stamped. 

Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

vi, LOWER GUTHRIE rAAn HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF634PS T BARRY CF634HU 

01446 737447 01446 745888 


www.banytyreautocenti'e.co.uk ! 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 
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07 RENAULT Megane 1.9 DCi Dynamique 
2-Dr Convertible. Met Black, (Diesel), Alloys, 
Air Con, CD Player, Panoramic Roof, 53k. 


£4,990 



10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Sport 2-Dr 
Convertible. Met Silver, 1 Owner, FSH, Air 
Con, CD Player, E/Windows, Alloys, 18k 


£7,790 


09 RANGE ROVER Sport 3.6 TDV8 HSE 
5-Dr. Met Grey, (Diesel), Auto, FSH, Sat 
Nav, Full Grey Leather, Huge Spec, 67k 


£24,990 



56 HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CRTD CDX 5-Dr. 
(138) Met Black, (Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Full 
Black Leather, Heated Seats, 6 Speed, 71k 


£5,190 


08 PEUGEOT 207 1.6HDi (110) Sport 
5-Dr. Met Orange, (Diesel), Air Con, 
CD Player, Alloys, 91 k 


£3,990 


58 CHEVROLET Captiva 2.0 VCDi LT 
5-Dr 7 Seater. Met Blue, (Diesel), Auto, 
FSH, Parking Sensor, MFSW, 56k 


£7,990 


03 NISSAN Navara 2.5 4-Dr Double Cab. 
Met Black, (Diesel), DVD Player, Full 
Black Leather, Air Con, CD Player, 77k. 


£4,490 



08 MAZDA 6 2.0 TS 5-Dr. Met Grey, 
Auto, FSH, 1 Owner, Cruise & Climate 
Control, 45k 


56 SAAB 9-3 1.9TiD Linear (120) 5-Dr Estate. 
Met Red, (Diesel), Alloys, MFSW, CD Player, 
Climate Control, E/Windows, C/Locking, 77k 


59 FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-Dr. 

I Met Blue, (Diesel), FSH, Parking Sensors, 
Air Con, Bluetooth, Alloys, CD Player, 49k 


£6,290 


£4,290 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk Ifm 


£6,990 


SAT NAV I 

CF63 2NW 



k.BSeiry\ceCente> 


Car 

Diagnostics 


Vehicle Remapping 
From £149+ VAT 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. — 


DPF Removal 
from £199.99+ VAT 



01446 735561 

Mon-Fri 

8.30am-5.30pm 

Saturday 

8.30am-1pm 




INTERIM 

SERVICE 

£69.90 

+VAT 


All major 
credit cards 
accepted 


B3 


CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF63 2 NW r 

www.abservicecentre.co.ulc Tel. 01446 735561 Jk 
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Economy Service Manufecturer Specficalion Service 


Genuine Oil Fiier& Mobil orCasirol OK 
N^hicte Safety Check & Inspection 
Rud Check &Top Ups 
ComptementaryV^teh 
MarxifactLJBrTiahecfl^^ 



you'car h top condlion?The Exxioriy ser^ 


ONLY £60 


Genuine Fferts & Hghesl QualtyOfe 

Bcaciy the same checks as perfornneci by the Main Dealers 

Compiementaiy Air-Con Anti Bacterial Service 

Free Luxury Courtesy Car orN^ide Cdeclion & Drop Off 

FuVNfehicleV^ Irxiiiclng HandV^Mhg 

DiagTKDStic Cocle Scan & DTC log l^iTTto^ 

Vtok wl rx]< iri\0ldate your New a Used CarV^tfianty 

Rices specific to ViBhicie, please call for a price taloTKl to ycxr car 

V\/hatw 0 ir»clude in ourbasepnoevkould on aNwage cost over C300 extra 
at the dealer ushg the same tods by staff that used to work at those same dealers. 


SLRVICINO lAILOHEOTOYOUH CAH LXCLLDING MANUIACTURLRS RLOUlRLMLNtS LXCLLDINGYOUH EXPEC‘A1lONS 



Deutsche AutoTeknik 
ForGerman Cars 

DATSC only emptoy FacloryTrained former Rarished Dealer 
technicians. Ex Sytner, Ftyjale F^ndragcn etc. 

Can you say the same far the MOTstation you currenty use? 

Why would you entrust your car to anyone else? 

Oirfacus is simply on German Cars. Our staff undergo constant 
training to stay up to date and using oirAutologic diagnostic system 
vveto abfo to provide dealer quaRyciagnostics 

Qute amplyi if you want the best foryourOerman ca; choose a 
Oarage whose v^wle focus is German Car Excelenoe 


Diagnostics Laser Alignment MOT Test 
FROM £25 FROM £35 £25 

Delphi Air Con Servicing 
The Full Package 

Advanced Mdsture FtecTKxei 
FiiFtegas 

Compressor 01 Flenewal 
Anti Bactarial Adcftive 
Leak Detection AdcMue 
Ntrogen Leak Detection 

FROM £55 





Deutsche AutoTeknik - ForGerman Cars 

5 WcKXlham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 

Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, etc. 

£16,995 


57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 
Exclusive Convertible 

In black, 66,000 miles 

£4,695 



60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 
SZ3 

3-Dr, in burnt orange, 20,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£6,495 


08 FORD Focus 1.8 
Zetec 5-Dr (125) 

Vision Blue, 48,000 Miles, very nice example 

£5,495 


10 PEUGEOT 107 Millesim 
Edition 

In white , 12,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, alloys 

£5,995 


09 TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 

3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 miles 

£6,495 


57 VOLVO C70 2.4i Sport 
Convertible 

Steel Roof 4-Seater, in Light Met Blue, 45,000 miles 

£7,995 


55 KIA Sportoge 2.0 
CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 




PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list .£54,995 
VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT in white, 43,000 miles with sunroof, 

etc.£16,995 

FORD Galaxy 2.0 Diesel Zetec. In met grey, 37,000 miles. 7- 

seater .£12,995 

JAGUAR X-Type Sovereign 2.2 Diesel Auto. In Jaguar 
racing green with luxury interior. This car looks superb .£8,995 
VOLVO C70 2.4i Sport Convertible Steel Roof 4-Seater. In 

light met blue, 45,000 miles .£7,995 

VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi (160) Diesel SRi Auto. In met 

silver grey, 93,000 miles, FSH .£6,995 

TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR In met, 59,900 miles, very 

nice example at.£6,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Edge Auto, in met blue, 31,000 mile 

diesel at.£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 miles, low 

insurance.£6,495 

SMART Four Two Passion 1.0 MHD. In met grey, very low 

miles with stop/start.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Millesim Edition in white. 12,000 miles. 1 

owner with a/c, alloys.£5,995 

VW Polo 1.2 Hatch 5-Dr. In met. grey, 43,000 miles, 

1 owner.£5,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady 

owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi Club. In met grey, 34,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,795 

FORD Fiesta Ghia 5-Dr. In silver, 36,000 miles, top of the 

range.£5,795 

HYUNDAI i20 Comfort 1248cc 5-dr in met silver, 22,000 

miles, 1 owner.£5,795 

VWPolo 1.4 Diesel Hatch 3-Dr. In black, 63,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr (125). In vision blue, 48,000 

miles, very nice example at .£5,495 

TOYOTA RAV4 2.0 VVTi XT3 3-Dr. In silver, low mileage 4x4 

at.£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 50,000 

miles. Stylish hatch .£4,995 

SUZUKI Jimmy 1.3 VVTS In met gold, low mileage 

4x4 at.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SX 5-Dr. In black, 59,000 miles with air 

con .£4,795 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible. In black, 66,000 

miles .£4,695 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia Automatic. In met grey, low mileage, 

local example at.£4,695 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles with 

a/c.£4,495 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 3-dr in met blue, 28,000 miles. Low 

insurance.£4,495 

TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 70,000 

miles, a/c, alloys .£4,495 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. Red, 62,000 miles .£4,395 
MINI Cooper ‘S’ in chilli red with white roof, 84,000 miles, 1 

owner with chilli pack, xenons, etc.£4,395 

CHEVROLET Matiz SE (new model) in met orange, 18,000 

miles with a/c.£3,995 

MAZDA 3 TSZ 1.6 5-Dr. In met grey, 73,000 miles, superb 

value at .£3,995 

PEUGEOT 407 1.6 Diesel SE Estate. In silver, 71,000 miles, 
full glass roof .£3,995 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£54,995 


VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Automatic 5-Dr. In black, 

59,000 miles, fantastic value at .£3,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In glacier blue, 61,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£3,995 

FORD Focus 1.6T Titanium 3-dr in met blue, 41,000 miles, 1 

owner.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Diesel Sport Convertible. In light 

met blue, 72,000 miles.£3,995 

MINI Cooper in silver with black roof, 65,000 miles. Very nice 

example at.£3,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic. In sand met. 

Low mileage example at .£3,695 

VW Passat 1.9TDi (130) Trendline in silver, 66,000 miles, 2 

owners.£3,695 

HONDA CRV 2.0 SE Sport. In silver, 94,000 miles, half leather, 

sunroof, alloys, ideal 4x4 at .£3,695 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.7 Diesel (100) Club Estate. In silver, 

74,000 miles .£3,495 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Stylance. In light met blue, 82,000 miles, 

roomy family hatch.£3,495 

FORD C-Max 1.6 Diesel Automatic Zetec. In moonstone 

blue, 75,000 miles .£3,495 

VAUXHALL Signum Elite V6 Turbo Auto In black with black 

leather, 79,000 miles .£3,295 

TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr in silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch at .£3,295 

FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 30,000 

miles, a/c, alloys etc.£2,995 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Life. In met blue, 53,000 miles, 

7 seater.£2,995 

SMART ForFour 1.1 Pulse. Black/Silver, 60,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,995 

VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr. In black, 84,000 miles with alloys, air 

con etc.£2,995 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In silver, 74,000 miles with sunroof 

and leather.£2,995 

FORD Focus 1.8 Edge 3-dr. In ice silver, 72,000 miles with 

alloys, cd .£2,795 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia Automatic in black with black leather, 

71,000 miles .£2,795 

PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi 3-dr. In black with half leather trim. 

Economical and quick .£2,795 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-dr in light met blue, 85,000 miles. 

Ideal famil hatch.£2,795 

VW Beetle 1.6 In silver, 84,000 miles, 2 owners, born to be 

different .£2,695 

FORD Ka. In Red, 38,000 miles, low insurance.£2,295 

PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Independence 3-dr. In red with beige 

suede interior, low mileage, low insurance.£2,295 

RENAULT Megane Expression 16v 5-dr in black, 65,000 

miles. Ideal family hatch.£2,295 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Elegance 5-dr. In met burgundy, 

56,000 miles, 2 owners .£2,295 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full leather 

trim, 75,000 miles.£2,195 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with a/c, 

heated seats etc .£1,995 

HYUNDAI Arnica 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, low 

insurance.£1,695 

MOBILITY SCOOTER Roma Granada. In met burgundy, cost 

new last year £2300. On offer at.£995 



03 MINI Cooper 

In Chilli Red with white roof, 84,000 miles, 
1 owner with chilli pack, xenons etc. 

£4,395 



03 MINI Cooper 

Silver with black roof, 
65,000 miles 

£3,995 



Sovereign 2.2 Diesel Auto 

In Jaguar racing green with luxury 
interior. This car looks superb. 

£8,995 



59 CHEVROLET Matiz SE 
(new model) 

Met orange, 18,000 miles 
with a/c 

£3,995 


RBC 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

ection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLI • AH CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 





MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 






































































































































40 - THE GEM 
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Thursday, September 5th, 2013 


New season and a new day 
dawns - is a little bit of magic 
waiting behind the morning? 


^7 have always been delight¬ 
ed at the prospect of a new 
day, afresh try, one more 
start, with perhaps a bit of 
magic waiting, somewhere 
behind the morning... 

T he sanguine words of JB 

Priestly could well reflect the 
unquenchable optimism and 
sense of nervous anticipation that 
grips the average Welsh rugby fol¬ 
lower, as summer turns to autumn 
and with it the start of another sea¬ 
son. 

There was a time when each year, the 
hopes of world rugby’s most fervent of fans 
all too quickly gave way to frustration and 
dismay, and their famed loyalty tested to the 
full - particularly when a golden decade of 
seamless Seventies supremacy gave way to 
near two decades of gloom and despondency 
on the international field. 

Those were the days when it seemed that 
almost any team, no matter how ‘lowly’, 
could come to Cardiff reasonably confident 
of victory; and there were some horrendous 
and humiliating score-lines, both home and 
away, as Welsh rugby’s reputation sank to 
its lowest ebb. 

Mocked and derided as ‘40-minute no- 
hopers’ on the world scene, despite intermit¬ 
tent purple patches, it is easy to forget that 
not too long ago there was even lofty talk, 
over the border, of England (and France) 
breaking away from Wales and the other 
Celtic nations, who were considered not to 


Quality family fun... 

Fitness 
& Leisure 
the 


Join us in 
the month of 
September for 
9 hoies! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 
Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and Bank Holidays: 
Prices Retained 

(We’re easy to find - off A48 opposite Bridgend Ford) 

To book your place call 

01656 647926 


Heaithy 

Option! 




LEFT: 

Flashback to that 
heady day, March 
16, 2013, at the 
Millennium 
Stadium, when 
unfancied Wales 
ruthlessly crushed 
England’s hopes 
of a Grand Slam, 
and celebrated 
another Six 
Nations 
championship. 

That steely per¬ 
formance, and the 
successful Lions’ 
tour to Australia, 
could yet prove to 
have been crucial 
turning points for 
Wales’ hopes of 
world acclaim. 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 


be on their competitive level! 

At home, certain pundits in the media, as 
well as some leading ex-players, were 
gloomily predicting that ^ Wales will never 
again win a championship title... our players 
are too small, and not fit or physical 
enough...^ 

All of that arrant nonsense has finally 
been laid to rest by the current crop of 
redoubtable young men in red; not only with 
their ruthless 30-3 demolition of a Grand 
Slam-chasing England in last season’s Six 
Nations championship decider at Cardiff, 
but in the Lions’ epic final test against 
Australia - when two thirds of the starting 
team were Welsh - and most of the coaches 
were also from the Welsh camp, headed by 
Warren Gatland. 

The renaissance had briefly flickered into 
life in 2005, with a Grand Slam under Mike 
Ruddock, but truly flowered with the 
WRU’s canny appointment of Kiwi head 
coach Gatland in 2008 - following Wales’ 
shock World Cup exit at the hands of rugby 
‘minnows’ Fiji, amid universal ridicule. 

Three Grand Slams, Triple Crowns, and a 
RWC semi-final on, the former international 
whipping boys are now being touted as 2015 
Rugby World Cup contenders (albeit some¬ 
what prematurely) by some of the selfsame 
critics who had scoffed so loudly in the past. 

What the latter had lost sight of was the 
fact that despite all the trials and tribula¬ 
tions, both on and off the field, there have 
always been two constants: Welsh rugby fol¬ 
lowers’ unwavering loyalty to the national 
team, and belief in the inherent talents of 
gifted Welsh players to eventually shine 
through, even in this modern, physical-ori¬ 
ented game. 

What the pragmatic Gatland and his 
backroom team have done is to mould these 
natural assets into a formidable, profession¬ 
al unit, founded on extreme physical fitness 
and an offensive-defence structure, to over¬ 
come the past failings and meet rugby’s 


changed demands head on. Admittedly, this 
uncompromisingly rugged approach, though 
clearly successful thus far, has been general¬ 
ly at the expense of traditional Welsh flair 
and creativity (Shane Williams the notable 
exception); a case in point being the hugely- 
gifted James Hook, now sadly relegated to a 
bit part on the global stage. 

One can only hope that the dour direction 
of the modern game where defence-minded 
teams invariably look for contact rather 
than space (what would the great Carwyn 
James have made of that, 1 wonder?) will not 
permanently preclude flair and more 
instinctive players of his ilk. 

Gatland’s current remit takes him up to 
and including RWC 2015 and no doubt tri¬ 
umph at Twickenham, where his successful 
tenure as Wales coach began in 2005, is now 
the driving force. 

Not only would it be an immense personal 
achievement that would look very nice on 
his CV back home in New Zealand (assum¬ 
ing that is where the proud Kiwi’s ultimate 
ambitions lie), but it would finally confirm 
Wales’ place in the higher echelons of world 
rugby - hence the emphasis on consistent 
excellence of performance, a la the All 
Blacks. 

This over-riding priority will be reinforced 
in the forthcoming autumn clashes with the 
southern hemisphere giants, which are care- 
fully-charted steps along the way to a‘win- 
ning mentality’ - and Gatland’s young 
squad can now justifiably approach these 
further tests with confidence. 

Alas, the same cannot be said of the four 
Welsh regions, who have yet to convince - 
despite a decade of professionalism. 

It is true that they are undoubtedly disad¬ 
vantaged, compared with some of their more 
cash-rich French and English rivals, but 
money surely cannot be the sole reason for 
their lack of sustained success on the field, 
particularly in European competition, that is 
bleakly reflected in poor match attendances. 


As this column has previously noted, they 
have been painfully slow to fully embrace 
the concept of regional rugby in a profes¬ 
sional era - clinging on for too long to an 
outdated and divisive ‘town club’ image - 
instead of pro-actively spreading their net 
far and wide, to win over disengaged sup¬ 
porters from all parts of their region, who in 
the past may have seen them as arch rivals. 

The regions can rightly expect to receive 
some financial support from the WRU, but 
the parent body’s responsibility is to the 
game as a whole in Wales. 

In the final analysis, the regions’ ultimate 
goal has to be self-sufficiency in a profes¬ 
sional world where, rightly or wrongly, a 
once amateur sport has, de facto, become a 
business controlled by the accountant’s bal¬ 
ance sheet. Funding remains a complex 
issue, entangled in the thorny question of 
centralised contracts, personalised financial 
packages, and growing concern over the 
Welsh ‘player-drain’. 

It is to be hoped that all this is finally 
unravelled before a worrying situation esca¬ 
lates into a crisis, just when Welsh rugby, at 
least at national level, is on an unprecedent¬ 
ed high, with exciting young talent pushing 
through at lower age levels. 

In fact, the present feel-good factor is 
encompassing Welsh sport in general, with 
both Cardiff and Swansea in the English 
football premiership and our celebrated con¬ 
tingent of Welsh Olympians preparing to 
make their mark again in the 
Commonwealth Games. 

No wonder the quotation at the head of this 
article seems particularly apt - as we all look 
forward to seeing what a new day brings, ever 
hopeful there is a bit of magic waiting some¬ 
where behind the morning! 

SAD LOSS 

A sobering note to the new season came with the 
recent passing of two of Welsh rugby’s greatest 
halfbacks, Cliff Morgan and Onllwyn Brace, 
who both epitomised outstanding individual flair 
on the field and modesty off it. 

Having been in awe of them as a youngster, I 
came to know Onllwyn, who lived in Cowbridge, 
very well and was proud to call him a friend. 

He is sadly missed. 























